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President’s Message 
 

Here in Southern New Jersey, where we are effectively a suburb of Philadelphia in one of the most 

densely populated states in the nation, what do torrential rain and 70 MPH straight line winds, trees  

uprooted, telephone poles snapped and roads blocked, stranded Amtrak trains, stop light malfunctions, 

nearly a half million residents without power, and a major cell phone carrier being completely knocked  

off the air (not even 911 calls from cell phones possible) in our tri-state area have in common with Field 

Day this year? If you guessed they all involved stormy weather, and happened in the same week, you’d  

be right! Even Good Morning America did a live weather story broadcast from my neighborhood (though I 

didn’t know it until later, since we had no services). If you missed it too, here’s the link: 

www.abcnews.go.com/GMA/video/storms-leave-half-million-residents-power-philadelphia-area-

31988982. 

 

The main storm hit the Tuesday evening before Field Day Saturday. All of our repeaters at the Pitman site 

went dead for a while, until power was manually switched over to backup generator (our 220 machine,  

which is at a different location, managed to stay online through this all). Many were still without power at 

their homes and running on generators for real when they came to operate on our generators at Field Day 

for fun. But that was just the lead-up to Field Day. Mother Nature wasn’t done with us yet. You can read 

more about our Field Day experiences later in this edition of Crosstalk. 

 

By Independence weekend, things were pretty much back to normal, and the 13 Colonies Special Event 

went on the air! Congratulations to all club members who participated in this event! And a special thank 

you  to club members Ed (N2RO) and Tony (KD2AFY), both whom I was able to make contact with 

while they were operating official K2I/NJ stations this year. Ed was pushing an off the charts 59+++++ 

SSB signal at my QTH and seemed to have the whole planet responding to his QRZ on 40 meters. That’s 

crazy! Tony was operating from our clubhouse, which we were very happy to make available to support 

this event, due to storm damage at his house. It takes a special dedication to “give back” to the hobby for 

the enjoyment of others like this. Thank you to all the 13 Colonies operators in CT, DE, GA, MA, MD, 

NC, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, SC, VA for putting on the event! 

 

So, what’s next? By the time this goes to press, we’ll have had our Summer PotLuck Family Picnic out at 

the Red Bank Battlefield Park, overlooking the Delaware River. We’ll hear more about that at the next 

club meeting on Wednesday, August 5, and in next month’s Crosstalk. 

 

Also at the next club meeting, we’ll get an update on plans for an upgrade for our 2 meter repeater antenna 

system. 

 

For the evening’s program, Mike Andrescavage (N2ICV) will be introducing us to DMR. Curious what 

that is? Come on out to the meeting and find out! 

 

I know this is just the August edition, but there are some really big events for September that we have to 

look forward to as well. Sunday morning September 13, 2015 is our 37th annual Hamfest. Please, spread 

 

President’s Message - Continued on page 3 

http://www.abcnews.go.com/GMA/video/storms-leave-half-million-residents-power-philadelphia-area-31988982
http://www.abcnews.go.com/GMA/video/storms-leave-half-million-residents-power-philadelphia-area-31988982
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Facebook Page w2mmd.org 

www.facebook.com/W2MMD 

President’s Message - Continued from page 2 

the word! This is a huge event that many Hams from as far South as MD look forward to coming to each 

year. It is also our major fund raiser for the year, so how it turns out really makes a big difference to the 

club. Sheldon (K2MEN) and Bill (NJ2S) are the co-chairs, please give them your full support. From set-

ting up tables the night before, to cleaning up on Sunday early afternoon, everyone has a part and any help 

you can offer is appreciated. 

 

The next big event for September is on the 26-27. The Pope is making a historic visit to Philadelphia, and 

emergency communicator support is needed on both sides of the river. If you think you have what it takes, 

our section’s emergency coordinator, John (K2ZA) would like to hear from you. www.snj-ares.org 

 

Finally, I would like to draw your attention to the letter below that I received from Mike Harla (N2MHO), 

Cumberland County Radio Officer / EC. Thank you to everyone who works quietly, without fanfare, and 

without spotlights, behind the scenes year round to help make a positive difference for others. 

 

Respectfully, 

Jim Wright, N2GXJ 

 

Letter from N2MHO 

  

I'd like to extend thanks, on behalf of myself and of Cumberland County 

RACES, to Gary N2QEE for organizing special VE sessions last month and this 

month, for graduates of a Technician and General license training that we held 

here in Cumberland. 

  

I'd also like to thank Ed N2RO, John K2ZA, and Donna N2QED, for their assis-

tance. The holding of the General testing on the last day of the question pool 

helped those examinees who had trained on it, and were nervous about being 

tested on the one in effect from today. Out of this, we have added about 12 new 

hams, 7 of whom were able to upgrade, and who will now have the chance to 

enjoy ham radio and maybe take part in some activities in our area. Hams help-

ing hams like this is one of the things that makes this hobby worthwhile. 

  

Thanks again, 

Mike Harla, N2MHO 

Cumberland County Radio Officer / EC. 

http://www.facebook.com/W2MMD
http://www.snj-ares.org
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ARRL Ham Radio License Exam Practice Website 
www.arrlexamreview.appspot.com 

Down Jersey DXing - Continued on page 5 

Down Jersey DXing 
By Bill Grim, W0MHK 

 

An early deadline in July makes it difficult to comment on the 

month in general, but July has been a real "stinker" for DX. 

 

The two major VHF contests (ARRL in mid-June and CQ WW 

VHF ending at this writing) were real "duds" propagation-wise. 

The usual VHF "big guns" made some QSOs, but any openings 

were few and far between for weeks now especially for DX. Seems like there is even deterioration in sim-

ple Sporadic-E openings to the South (like Florida). 6M propagation to the Caribbean has become a rare 

commodity, let alone openings to Europe or Northwest Africa. With all the CME/aurora activity we had in 

recent weeks, one would have expected a little of that specialized propagation on VHF, but the aurora 

doesn't appear to have ever moved far enough south for our utilization. Guess we'll have to just wait to see 

what next year brings for 6M and 2M activity. 

 

HF openings are also less apparent. I still like 20M and 17M for some DX "pickings". The late afternoon/

evening hours seem to be the best for those bands. Keep an eye on your DXCC countries’ list to check out 

what you need and on what bands. At least it can be "fill in the blanks" time for entities not worked or con-

firmed. Guest operations at such places as HV0A allow for rapid QSOs for an otherwise rare one. Watch 

your favorite DX cluster of choice for possibilities! 

 

Your homework assignment (while school is not in session) is to read over and download K7UA's "The 

New DXers Handbook" at www.k7ua.com free of charge. Bryce Anderson's second edition of the Hand-

book is readily available through his generosity. It's a "great read" for beginning and intermediate DXing 

in a small, handy publication. My thanks to the different GCARC members who urged me to check out 

this gem. It covers many topics with very usable information and insight. I'm sure you'll want to staple it 

together and keep it as a reference to different matters involving the "art" and "science" of DXing. Chapter 

1 has always been my "mantra" for DXing. Sit back with a "cool one" during this hot and humid Down 

Jersey weather and drink in some of Bryce's common sense DX knowledge. 

 

Lower DX activity in Summer also gives you the time to consider changes to your rig and antenna 

choices. Can you up your DX totals with the addition of new accessory to your present rig? Is there room 

to put up a new antenna? Does your code speed need improvement for more DX QSOs? Think about the 

possibilities and practicalities of making any type of improvement in your rig, antennas or skills. 

 

Lastly, congrats to our GCARC members who made it through a tough Field Day this year. Sometimes it 

is not fun and games but serious work to keep rigs operating for a 24 hour period (optimally) in less than 

ideal situations. But some good lessons can be learned if emergency operations are needed locally! Let's 

hope that next year's Field Day terrestrial weather and "space" weather are more cooperative. Go GCARC! 

 

Now to a short list of DX events for August. Lots of vacation-type operations during this lazy month. But 

if you LISTEN, maybe you'll hear some of the following: 

http://www.arrlexamreview.appspot.com
http://www.k7ua.com/
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CALL DATES HIGHLIGHTS 

DIFFICULTY

(5=MOST 

RARE) 

ENTITY 

HC8 08/03 - 08/24 HF/SSB 1 Galápagos Islands 

JD1 08/06 - 08/09 160-6M/CW, Digital 3 Ogasawara Islands 

LX 08/07 - 08/10 160-6M/Many Modes - Big Effort 1 Luxembourg 

3A 08/07 - 08/15 40-6M/(Always Difficult) 2 Monaco 

S79 08/09 - 08/23 SSB/Holiday Operation 2 Seychelles 

TF 08/10 - 08/15 SSB/Holiday Operation 1 Iceland 

SV5 08/12 - 08/19 20-6M/Many Modes 1 Dodecanese 

C5 08/15 - 09/01 HF/Holiday Operation 1 Gambia 

TF 08/31 - 09/07 30-10M/CW, SSB, Holiday Operation 1 Iceland 

Credits : NG3K Announce DX Operations : www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html 

Down Jersey DXing - Continued from page 4 

Milt Goldman Award 
By Ray Martin, W2RM 

 

To all Milt Goldman award holders: 

We will be having a meeting sometime next month to address the next person to receive the 

award. It will be held at my home in Franklinville. Date and time to be determined in the near future. I 

would like all past holders of the award to contact me at my email address of: W2RM@ARRL.NET. Let 

me know what year you were presented with the award. 

 

Hopefully the meeting will be held on a weekend day so all can attend. 

 

73's Ray W2RM 

August 5, 2015 General Membership Meeting @ 1930 Hours 

DMR - Digital Mobile Radio 
By Mike Andrescavage, N2ICV 

 

A presentation on what DMR (Digital Mobile Radio) is, how TDMA (Time Division Multiple Ac-

cess) works, and why DMR is better than D-STAR or Yaesu System Fusion. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_mobile_radio 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Time_division_multiple_access 

http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_mobile_radio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Time_division_multiple_access
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June 2015 SNJ Section Report 
 

Well, the weather threw us a few curve balls but Affiliated Clubs in the Southern 

New Jersey Section were up to the task. Our Section not only demonstrated how 

well Amateur Radio can support the community in times of need, we also demon-

strated how we can adapt to any situation and still get the job done. In addition to 

many successful Field Operations, we had groups offering VE testing and Boy 

Scout Merit Badge training. I was able to visit many of the active FD operations in the Section. It was 

great to meet so many folks who were not only enthusiastic about Field Day but also excited to share 

Amateur Radio with the public. A little bit of rain can't keep our Section down! 

 

The SNJ Section Team is pleased to announce the appointment of Chris Chamberlain N2IVN as Assistant 

Section Manger responsible for Cumberland County. Chris brings over 25 years of active Amateur radio 

experience to this office. Please give him your full support. 

 

Remember, we are still looking for folks to take up ASM positions in Gloucester and Salem Counties. 

 

The Battleship New Jersey Amateur Radio Station led a successful Museum Ships Weekend. 

 

The Burlington County Radio Club (BCRC) held their Annual Antenna Day at the Tabernacle Emer-

gency Operations Center. The event was both a learning and experimenting session that included prepara-

tion of antennas for upcoming Field Day Operations. 

 

Have you written your Congress Person to request their support for HR-1301 yet? Donald Norcross, 1st 

District, Frank Lobiondo, 2nd District, Tom MacArthur. 3rd District and, Chris Smith, 4th District all need 

to be invited to co-sponsor this important piece of Ham Radio Legislation. Find out how you can help by 

going to www.arrl.org/amateur-radio-parity-act. 

 

The slide deck from the Radio Scouting presentation at the recent HamCom has been added to the avail-

able Radio Scouting Presentations. It's ready for download and modification for your presentations. 

www.k2bsa.net/2015/06/hamcom-2015-radio-scouting-presentation 
 

Remember we are the American Radio RELAY League. 

Our Section Traffic Nets are as follows: 

 147.150 + pl 127.3 Burlington County Linked System Southampton 8:00 PM Daily 

 145.470 - pl 127.3 Burlington County Linked System Chatsworth 8:00 PM Daily 

 Back Up System 147.345 + pl 127.3 BEARS System Waterford Works 

 New Jersey Phone Net 6:00 PM Daily 3950 LSB 

 Sunday Morning 9:00 AM New Jersey Phone Net 3950 LSB 

 Second Region Net 6:30 PM Daily 3925 LSB 

 

These Nets are the backbone of what we are all about as an organization. Please consider supporting them 

with your regular participation. 

 

TRAINING ANNOUNCEMENT 

TRG-AUXCOMM: Auxiliary Communications Workshop Description: This class is designed for those 

auxiliary emergency communicators and groups who volunteer to provide backup emergency radio com-

munications support to public safety agencies. 
 

SNJ Section Report - Continued on page 8 

http://www.nj2bb.org
http://www.k2td-bcrc.org
http://www.arrl.org/amateur-radio-parity-act
http://www.k2bsa.net/2015/06/hamcom-2015-radio-scouting-presentation
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October 24-25, 2015 from 8am to 6pm, Middlesex County Fire Academy, 1001 Academy Drive, Sayre-

ville, NJ 08872. Class is limited to 30 Students. Any questions please contact John Miller at 609-943-4908 

or by email at john.miller@oit.nj.gov. 

 

73 de SKIP N2EI 

ARRL Southern New Jersey Section 

Section Manager: T J Arey, N2EI 

n2ei@arrl.org 

SNJ Section Report - Continued from page 7 
 

In Memoriam: James M Mollica, Jr, K2OWE (N2NRD) SK 
 

My good friend Jim Mollica Jr., K2OWE (ex N2NRD) 

passed away unexpectedly on June 29th at 52 years of 

age. Jim and his father, Jim Mollica Sr., K2OWE, (who 

passed away in 2013) were both longtime GCARC 

members. Jim and I first met as teenagers via CB radio 

during the CB craze of the late 70's. I got my Ham li-

cense first in 1986, he followed a few years later. We 

spent a lot of time on the Amateur satellites during their 

"golden age" in the 90's. We both worked the astronauts 

on board the Space Shuttle. I'll have to see if I can find 

the QSL card for that one. 

 

Jim and I did a tremendous amount of work at the 

GCARC Club site over the years. We set up a top notch 

VHF station and worked many VHF contests with it. I 

believe we still hold an SNJ section record for our entry 

category in the June VHF contest. (I hope to get the 

Club station back to that point in the near future). Jim 

was very knowledgeable about all aspects of radio and 

was particularly good at designing and modeling anten-

nas on the computer with EZNEC. 

 

Unfortunately, Jim was not able to make Club meetings 

because of his work schedule and, over the last 5 years, he had little time for the hobby due to caring for 

his aging parents at home. 

 

I will selfishly miss having Jim around to "play radio" with in the coming years. 

 

The hobby has lost a top notch operator and an all around good guy. 

 

Al, KB2AYU 

Jim Mollica, N2NRD at 6M 

Pack Rat 2009 June VHF QSO Party 

Image credit: www.packratvhf.com 
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Quad Squad Survives Field Day 2015 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 

 

For those who set up in the morning on Saturday, condi-

tions were ok. Section manager Skip Arey (N2EI) stopped 

by to wish us luck, while Field Day Chairman Kenny 

Denson (WB2P) and others worked to get all the stations 

set up. The generator was fired up, keyers were set for 8A, 

laptops and logging programs were booted up, radio 

checks were performed, and before long, we were on the air for Field Day 2015! 

 

Weather conditions began to deteriorate in the early afternoon, with a light rain and breeze giving way to 

heavier gusts, and then to heavier rains and then winds with blowing rain increasing into the evening. With 

ponchos and rain gear on, extra guy wires were lashed to antennas, tarps, and tents to keep things in place. 

Those who didn’t have shelter, borrowed space from those who did. When a portable vertical blew over, a 

low mount dipole was improvised onto a tree branch as an alternative. That’s just how it was. Those who 

were there were working together to help each other out. 

 

Back up in Wayne’s 

World, the food crew 

managed to get the grill on 

and, despite the rain, there 

were burgers and a good 

meal for all. Everyone was 

still making contacts, even 

on 6 meters, so after din-

ner, it was back to the sta-

tions to hunker down. The 

wind driven rain gusts had 

picked up a bit. Several stations began to take on water in their electronics, and had no choice but to aban-

don ship. Even the 40 meter sideband team, who were operating out of a weather-protected camper, had to 

toss in the towel when it was feared they might get stuck and not be able to get out. 

 

But the “Quad Squad” 

20 meter CW team of 

Merrill (WK2G) and 

Bill (WA2DUV) 

pressed on! They’d 

planned for this week-

end all year, and had 

even designed and 

built a custom antenna 

just for the event that 

they’d mounted on top 

of a tied-down exten-

sion ladder. With headphones on for concentration, and to mask the 

sounds of the relentless driving rain on the side of their tent, they 

pounded it out all night. 

Quad Squad - Continued on page 10 
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And then there was Tom, AB2YG, our master mechanic who, at better than 70 years of age, pulled an all-

nighter to keep the “Beast” roaring and supplying electricity without interruption for them all night 

throughout the storm. Way to go Tom! 

The joke at breakfast the next morning was about “I survived Field Day 2015” T-shirts, but I haven’t seen 

any of those yet. Sunday turned out to be a great day, and worth it for those came back to set up again to 

resume operating, and for the visitors who stopped by under more sensible conditions. 

Quad Squad - Continued from page 9 
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Tech Saturday Forum : August 8, 2015 
By John Zaruba, K2ZA 

 

The objective of the Tech Saturday Forum is to have an open 

discussion of subjects of Amateur Radio interest. All questions 

are welcome as well as a venue for members to show off their 

latest ham radio projects or gadgets. All are welcome - hams 

and non-hams - club members and non-club members. 

 

Take a guided tour of our clubhouse. View our HF and VHF/UHF Operation 

Facilities and our vast antenna farm. 

 

The Tech Saturday Forum is held on the Saturday after the General Membership meeting. The next one is 

August 8, 2015 at 0900 Hours. For more information, go to www.w2mmd.org on the Tech Saturday Fo-

rum page. 

ARES tasked to assist with Papal Visit 
By Tony Otlowski, KD2AFY 

 

SNJ ARES has been tasked with providing communications assistance to Coo-

per University Hospital (CUH) and the Southern Region Medical Coordination 

Center (MCC-South) during the Papal visit to Philadelphia September 26 and 

27. This is an ARES operation in direct support of CUH and MCC-South as the served agencies. We an-

ticipate the need for 60-75 operators during this period. CUH and MCC-South will be providing a good 

deal of the equipment needed for the operation. In addition CUH will be able to provide quarters to opera-

tors who cannot commute to the area due to the extreme traffic expected. 

 

Official estimates are that 2-4.5 Million people will be in the Philadelphia area for this weekend. It is 

likely that cell phone service will be impacted. ARES communicators will be working with CUH person-

nel at predetermined points to move critical information between the MCC-South and points around the 

areas where medical assets will be deployed. 

 

Given the nature of the mission, we hope to have a robust response to this operation. Therefore we are ask-

ing all potential volunteers to fill out a brief form to register to participate in this important mission. Please 

go to www.snj-ares.org/papal_visit_2015 and click on the link to find the registration form. Please note 

that this is just a preliminary form, and that additional paperwork will be required by Cooper University 

Hospital. 

 

We hope that everyone will consider assisting with this important mission, even if you are not currently 

involved with ARES. 

 

Tony Otlowski, KD2AFY 

Assistant SEC SNJ 

Net Control Manager/Asst. Skywarn Coordinator 

Gloucester County, NJ ARES/RACES 

http://www.gloucestercountyarc.weebly.com/tech-saturday-forum.html
http://www.snj-ares.org/papal_visit_2015
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1LVIB8_Jq8vni2hxwjp79ekZbDHTbLQmwEZ2Un3P-UfM/viewform
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13 Colonies Results 
 

2015 is over. We had bad solar storms during 

the weekend! I didn't expect us to reach 

108,000+ last years totals! 

 

We killed last year by +17,438 QSO'S! 

Total QSO'S for 2015 is 126,296! 

 

Great job by all! Here is a state by state break-

down and the award winners: 

 

K2A/NY: 7456 (+2410) 

K2B/VA: 9514 (+2798) 

K2C/RI: 8154 (+1262) 

K2D/CT: 9688 (+1185) 

K2E/DE: 8273 (+719) 

K2F/MD: 9952 (+1286) 

K2G/GA: 9160 (+795) 

K2H/MA: 7880 (+799) 

K2I/NJ: 8593 (+2399) 

K2J/NC: 12002 (+1910) 

K2K/NH: 10292 (+1271) 

K2L/SC: 15651 (-1488) 

K2M/PA: 9681 (+2082) 

 

STATE CHAMPS: K2L/South Carolina 15651 

HF HIGH POWER: AB1OC K2K/NH 6873 Fred Kemmerer 

HF LOW POWER: N4YDU K2J/NC 5402 Nate Moreschi 

HF LOW POWER: KD4MR K2L/SC 4140 Doug Ricafrente 

QRP (.05-10W): W4QO K2G/GA 1034 Jim Stafford 

CLUB UNLIMITED: K3MJW K2M/PA 6213 Skyview Radio Society 

WM3PEN BONUS STATION: 5541 

GB13COL: No Data yet! 

State: #1-K2L/SC 

 #2-K2J/NC 

 #3-K2K/NH 

 #4-K2F/MD 

 

Great job by everyone! I was so surprised, I treated my self to McDonalds! Who would ever guess that we 

did so well based on the conditions and solar flares! Next year (2016), we will add another award for just 

CW/Unlimited because there was a lot of CW activity. My keyer broke and had to run with an old military 

straight Key-Terrible! 

 

Please be patient for the awards, it takes time to order and ship. 

 

Best 73' and congratulations to all! Every year we get bigger! 

 

Ken Villone, KU2US 

Event Manager 
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Suburban Life (Temporarily) Without Cell Phone service 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 
 

Using her iPhone (now just a flashlight), my daughter resorted to rummaging in the basement for an old-

school board game we could play this evening by candlelight. 

 

Yes, it had been a short but impactful storm. You knew something was different about this one when the 

localized TV alerts all started going off, and the wind started getting crazy outside. I rushed in from where 

I was working in the garage, and we all scrambled to the basement for this one. With a hand-held HT, I 

couldn’t get a response from our club’s 2 meter repeater, but could from the infrequently used one on 220 

MHz. When we went back upstairs, our power was out, the tree across the street had snapped in half, and 

other trees in our neighborhood, including a pine on my back patio, were now laying on their side. On the 

HT, I changed channels to listen in on the local dispatch to see how widespread the outage might be; to get 

a feel for when the power might be ex-

pected to go back on. Yea, it quickly 

became apparent that it wasn’t going to 

be any time soon. The local dispatch 

was doing what they could to handle 

problems all over town. We set up the 

board game, and left the radio on for a 

while, as without power, neither the TV 

nor Internet were working. 

 

House struck by lightning but fire truck 

detoured due to downed wires. House 

evacuated due to gas smell following 

tree crashing through the roof, but fire 

department now busy elsewhere so 

won’t be able to get there for a while. Reports of stop lights, not failed on flash, but failed with no lights 

on at all. Setting up temporary cones at major intersections on the busy 4 lane highway to block turn lanes, 

due to the traffic signal problems. Tree down with branches blocking road, but running out of emergency 

flares. Cars being detoured down alternate roads, only to now discover they were also impassible dead 

ends with downed trees and poles. A car just ran into a down tree that had been previously reported. A dis-

patcher asking again for response to a car accident with reported injuries. Apparently no emergency ser-

vices had yet shown up in the 2 hours since their initial 911 call. And it went on like this long after we 

blew out the candle and went to bed for the evening. 

 

I gave an introduction to the storm of June 23 as part of my President’s message. No power, no TV, no 

internet - inconvenient. But there’s another part of this story - no cell phone service either? Now that’s 

something different! Growing up in Illinois, we would have occasional power outages during bad storms, 

but I always remember my Mom being able to pick up the land line phone and call Grandma to check on 

her, even with the power out. Things are different now. Like many families, we’d given up our wired land 

line in exchange for all being on a “family plan” cell service from a single carrier a while ago. The smart 

phones are not just our voice phones, they are our text messengers, our email interfaces, and our web 

browser interfaces to the world. Like the land lines of old, today our pocket phones are what keep us con-

nected. Up until June 23, generally, if the power goes out, the cell phones would still work, just like the 

old land lines did. This time, that was not the case. Nobody anywhere had service on this carrier – even in 

areas not hit by the storm. Thing was, we had cell phone service in the hours after the storm. Voice calls 
 

Suburban Life - Continued on page 14 
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Regional Hamfest and Events 

 

August 8, 2015 : Reading Radio Club Mini-Fest, Heritage Park, Sinking Spring, PA. 

www.readingradioclub.org 
 

August 15, 2015 : Ramapo Mountain Amateur Radio Club Hamfest, Saint Catherine RC Church, 112 Er-

skine Road, Ringwood, NJ. www.qsl.net/rmarc 

 

August 16, 2015 : Carroll County Tailgate Fest, Sportsman’s Hall Roller Skating Center, 15500 Hanover 

Pike, Upperco, MD. www.qis.net/~k3pzn 

 

August 30, 2015 : Skyview Radio Society Swap-N-Shop - ARRL Western PA Convention, 2335 Turkey 

Ridge Road, New Kensington, PA. www.skyviewradio.net 

were having trouble, but text messages were getting through. By later that evening, we’d lost all service – 

not even a dial tone. 

 

When the cell network failed, that was a surprise, especially with the backups we’d assumed were in place 

to keep access to 911 and other services working during a power outage. The next morning at sun-up, I 

made my way over to a co-worker’s house that lives in my same town that I was scheduled to car pool 

with that day. I’d have called him, but my cell phone was still not working. I could get close, within a 

quarter of a mile or so, but had to park and walk the rest of the way due to the trees blocking the road. 

Turns out his phone was working, and he had been trying to text me to tell me his road was closed and not 

to try and come over. That’s when, with his phone, we found out the network failure was specific to my 

carrier, and then how widespread the failure really was. Reports were that all of southern NJ, from Phila-

delphia to the Jersey shore, and down into the state of Delaware was off the air. 

 

By the next evening, my cell phone was working again. Doing a web search to try and find out what had 

happened, I wasn’t finding much. And what I was finding wasn’t very re-assuring. For example, there 

were references to the carrier not being forthcoming with the extent of the outages, how many were af-

fected, nor the actual root cause. When it became apparent that customers were unable to make calls to 

911, one official source was suggesting that “please make sure you have an alternative way to contact the 

police in case of emergency”. The article gave no hint if there were any suggestions to the general public 

on how to do that. The full article is referenced below. To me, that’s close to saying “you’re on your own 

now, good luck”. That may be the truth, but not a very comforting message. Does this sort of thing happen 

often, and without much attention from the media? It would seem to be a public safety concern. What if 

the other cell carriers were off air too, and you couldn’t just borrow someone else’s phone (on a different 

carrier) to get through to 911 like so many did? What kind of problems would that have caused then? 

Truth is, even with ham radio, I’d rather not find out! 

 

If anyone can find a more detailed article describing the cause, effect, and plans to ensure it does not hap-

pen again, I’d be interested. A few of the links I did find are shown below, but these look like fairly local 

sources. 

 

http://www.delawareonline.com/story/weather/2015/06/24/verizon-outage-leaves-cellphone-users-

unable-call-landlines/29204707 

http://www.shorenewstoday.com/middle_township/fiber-cut-part-of-issue-that-knocked-out-verizon-

wireless/article_54ace488-1a90-11e5-97e4-7fec9937a7c2.html 

Suburban Life - Continued from page 13 
 

http://www.readingradioclub.org
http://www.qsl.net/rmarc
http://www.qis.net/~k3pzn
http://www.skyviewradio.net
http://www.delawareonline.com/story/weather/2015/06/24/verizon-outage-leaves-cellphone-users-unable-call-landlines/29204707
http://www.delawareonline.com/story/weather/2015/06/24/verizon-outage-leaves-cellphone-users-unable-call-landlines/29204707
http://www.shorenewstoday.com/middle_township/fiber-cut-part-of-issue-that-knocked-out-verizon-wireless/article_54ace488-1a90-11e5-97e4-7fec9937a7c2.html
http://www.shorenewstoday.com/middle_township/fiber-cut-part-of-issue-that-knocked-out-verizon-wireless/article_54ace488-1a90-11e5-97e4-7fec9937a7c2.html
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Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club Field Day 2015 Results 

Call Used : W2MMD 

GOTA Station : None 

ARRL/RAC Section : SNJ 

Class: : 8A 

Participants : 23 

Club/Group Name : Gloucester Co ARC 

Power Source (s) : Generator, Battery Power 

Power Multiplier : 2X 

Band/Mode QSO Breakdown 

QSO Score Summary 

 CW Digital Phone Total 

Total QSOs 984 75 547  

Total Points 1968 150 547 2665 

Claimed Score    5,330 

Total Score : 

(QSOs Score + Bonus Points) 

 

6,480 

GOTA Bonus 

Name Call Phone QSOs Phone Power 

    

Bonus Points 

Description Points 

100% Emergency Power 800 

Media Publicity  

Set-up in Public Place 100 

Information Booth 100 

W1AW Field Day Message  

Satellite QSO Completed  

Natural Power QSOs Completed  

Site visit by invited served agency official 100 

Youth Participation  

  Youth Operators  

  Youth Participants  

GOTA Bonus  

Submitted Via The Web 50 

Educational Activity  

Total Bonus Points 1,150 

 CW 

QSOs 

CW 

Power 

(watts) 

Digital 

QSOs 

Digital 

Power 

(watts) 

Phone 

QSOs 

Phone 

Power 

(watts) 

160 Meters       

80 Meters 38 150     

40 Meters 184 150   411 150 

20 Meters 762 150 75 150   

15 Meters     7 150 

10 Meters     9 150 

6 Meters     120 150 

2 Meters       

1.25 Meters       

Other       

Satellite       
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ARRL Field Day 

June 27, 2015 
 

Call: N2CQ 

Operator (s) : N2CQ 

Station: N2CQ 
 

Class: 1D LP 

QTH: SNJ 

Operating Time (hrs): 5 
 

Summary: Compare Scores 

Band  CW Qs    Phone Qs 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------  

160:  

  80: 

  40: 16 

  20: 52 

  15: 42 

  10: 20 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Total: 130 

Total Score: 520 

 

Club: Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club 

IARU HF World Championship 

July 11, 2015 
 

Call: WB2P 

Operator (s) : WB2P 

Station: WB2P 
 

Class: SOABSSB LP 

QTH: SNJ 

Operating Time (hrs): 1:07 

Location: USA 
 

Summary: Compare Scores 

Band  CW Qs    Ph Qs Zones HQ Mults 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------  

160:  

  80: 

  40: 

  20: 

  15: 

  10: 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Total: 0 36 8 20 

Total Score: 2,464 

 

Club: Frankford Radio Club 

 

Comments: Didn’t have much time this year, but I always 

send in the log. See you next year. 

Commemorative gift given to the Club for participating in the ARRL’s Centennial 
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DA’s and DIT’s 
 

Gary Reed, N2QEE reports that the July 9, 2015 VE session had 1 candidate with 1 new Technician, 

Terri, KD2AJE. Also the June 30, 2015 VE session for the Cumberland County OEM General Class had 

12 candidates with 7 passing their General exams. 

 

N3MSS - Bike MS: City To Shore Ride - October 3-4, 2015 : Volunteer communicators are still needed 

for this event. They can download registration forms from our www.w2mmd.org website on the MS Bike/

Walk Events page. Also see the MS Society website at: 

http://www.nationalmssociety.org/Chapters/PAE/Fundraising-Events 

 

A good website for FREE technical books is www.tubebooks.org. 

 

Congratulations to Art Strong, K2AWS, his new callsign is WE0RV. 

 

Heathkit has a new website: www.heathkit.com/heathkit.html. 

 

Maritime Radio Historical Society - www.radiomarine.org - “Night of Nights 2015 Declared a Suc-

cess!” - On July 12, 1999, the last “official” CW transmission was made in the maritime industry. Each 

year the museum celebrates the date by transmitting from different shore stations including three USCG 

stations and contacting stations worldwide, including ships at sea. Read more about this in MRHS News-

letter No 51. archive.constantcontact.com/fs062/1109843077277/archive/1110691077553.html. 

Who reads Crosstalk? 

By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 
 

Crosstalk is email distributed to over 100 members of our radio club each month, and is then forwarded 

and re-distributed to others nationwide! As an experiment to see who’s reading, if you are reading this, 

could you try and answer the following trivia question, and (as a test of direction following, hihi) submit 

your answer to our webmaster along with the city and state you live in please? 

 

Trivia question: 

What is the only month of this entire year that ends on a Friday? 

 

Here are the responses: 

 

Tom Abernethy, W3TOM; Accokeek, MD; Answer: July. “Great Newsletter! Many thanks!” 

Al Arrison, KB2AYU; Ewan, NJ; Answer: July 

Jim Cross, WI3N; Laurel, MD; Answer: July 

Bill Szkromiuk, W4WCS; Aiken, SC; Answer: July 

Anthony Scandurra, K4QE; Liberty, NC; Answer: July. “I am a former member of GCARC. Moved 

to NC in 2007. Miss the club. Glad to get the newsletter so I can keep in touch with goings on.” 

http://www.w2mmd.org
http://www.nationalmssociety.org/Chapters/PAE/Fundraising-Events
http://www.tubebooks.org
https://www.heathkit.com/heathkit.html
http://www.radiomarine.org
archive.constantcontact.com/fs062/1109843077277/archive/1110691077553.html


Crosstalk       August 2015 19  

 



Crosstalk       August 2015 20  

 



Crosstalk       August 2015 21  

 

County, State Location Callsign/Club Frequency Off-Set PL Tone 

Atlantic County, NJ Atlantic City K2ACY 449.625 MHz Minus 156.7 Hz 

Atlantic County, NJ West Atlantic City W2HRW/SPARC 443.250 MHz Plus 146.2 Hz 

Camden County, NJ Blue Anchor KB2AYS 445.125 MHz Minus 91.5 Hz 

Camden County, NJ Cherry Hill K3RJC/HARC 444.900 MHz Plus 131.8 Hz 

Camden County, NJ Gloucester City NJ2GC 447.775 MHz Minus 146.2 Hz 

Camden County, NJ Runnemede WA2WUN 147.225 MHz Plus 192.8 Hz 

Gloucester County, NJ Pitman W2MMD/GCARC 147.180 MHz Plus 131.8 Hz 

Gloucester County, NJ Pitman W2MMD/GCARC 442.100 MHz Plus 131.8 Hz 

Mercer County, NJ Lawrenceville W2MER 147.105 MHz Plus 123.0 Hz 

Mercer County, NJ West Trenton W2ZQ/DVRA 146.670 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 

Morris County, NJ Rockaway WK3SS 446.625 MHz Minus 100.0 Hz 

Ocean County, NJ Manchester WA2RES/OCARES 145.170 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 

Ocean County, NJ Toms River NJ2AR/JSARS 448.625 MHz Minus 141.3 Hz 

Salem County, NJ Pennsville N2KEJ/SCRA 146.625 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 

Berks County, PA Reading KB3WLV 445.175 MHz Minus 114.8 Hz 

Bucks County, PA Southampton W3SK/PWA 146.790 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 

Bucks County, PA Southampton W3SK/PWA 448.225 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 

Chester County, PA Paoli WB3JOE/MARC 445.675 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 

Lancaster County, PA Buck KX3B 146.745 MHz Minus D114/D114 

Lancaster County, PA Cornwall W3AD/LRTS 449.025 MHz Minus 162.2 Hz 

Lancaster County, PA New Holland N3FYI 449.275 MHz Minus 114.8 Hz 

Lawrence County, PA Ellwood City N3ZJM/ECARA 443.625 MHz Plus 131.8 Hz 

Lawrence County, PA New Castle N3ETV/ARLLC 444.725 MHz Plus 131.8 Hz 

Lehigh County, PA Allentown W3OI/LVARC 147.135 MHz Plus D315/D315 

Monroe County, PA East Stroudsburg KB3TEM 144.920 MHz Input 446.550 D343 

Montgomery County, PA Horsham K3JJO/DRC 147.165 MHz Plus 162.2 Hz 

Montgomery County, PA Wyndmoor K3PDR/PDRA 447.475 MHz Minus Open 

Philadelphia County, PA Philadelphia WM3PEN/HARC 146.685 MHz Minus 146.2 Hz 

Philadelphia County, PA Roxborough W3QV/Phil-Mont 444.800 MHz Plus 186.2 Hz 

Kent County, DE Dover KC3ARC/KCARC 146.970 MHz Minus 77.0 Hz 

New Castle County, DE Newark W3DRA/DRA 146.700 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 

New Castle County, DE Newark W3DRA/DRA 449.025 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 

**Sussex County, DE Lewes W4ALT 443.550 MHz Plus 156.7 Hz 

Sussex County, DE Millsboro WS3ARA/SARA 449.825 MHz Minus 156.7 Hz 

*Sussex County, DE Selbyville WS3ARA/SARA 147.015 MHz Plus 156.7 Hz 

Regional Yaesu System Fusion Repeaters 

*New entry or update as of this issue.                                                                       **As of July 2, 2015: Repeater in test mode. 

http://www.sparc985.com
http://www.harcnet.org
http://www.nj2gc.org
http://www.w2mmd.org
http://www.w2mmd.org
https://sites.google.com/site/kipburnett/mercer-ares
http://www.w2zq.com
http://www.the3stevesarc.org
http://www.wa2res.com/
http://www.jsars.org
http://www.pennwireless.org
http://www.pennwireless.org
http://www.marc-radio.org
http://www.lrts.org
http://www.sites.google.com/a/lancnet.com/n3fyi-system/
http://www.qsl.net/ecara
http://www.qsl.net/arllc
http://www.w3oi.org
http://www.qrz.com/db/KB3TEM
http://www.k3pdr.org
http://www.harcnet.org
http://www.phil-mont.org
http://www.kc3arc.org
http://www.dra73.org
http://www.dra73.org
http://www.sussexamateurradio.com
http://www.sussexamateurradio.com
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August Birthdays 
Congratulations to our members celebrating their 

birthday this month 

 

Wade Bennett KD2HIL 

John Dilks K2TQN 

Charles Emmel KT2ZZ 

Harry Jackson WB2GSF (President 1982) 

Curtis Myers WA2JSG 

Jonathan Pearce WB2MNF 

James Quinn KD2JEQ 

Leonid Surnin W2/UT5ZF 

Brett Waller KC2UXQ 

Crosstalk Submissions 
 

This is your Club newsletter. Make use of it. 
 

If you have stories or photos of your hobby that you would like to share with the Club, please do so! 

 

We will keep covering all of the GCARC events, but it is also nice to get those personal perspectives to  

include in every issue. 

 

Connecting through experiences is what makes the Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club a 

REAL club. 

 

All submissions, queries, comments and editorials should be addressed to 

Jeffrey Garth, KC2WCS at jeff.garth <at> comcast.net. 

 

Submission deadline for the September 2015 issue: Wednesday, August 19, 2015 
 

Club Website www.w2mmd.org 

Club E-Mail Reflector: gcarc@mailman.qth.net 

In Memoriam 

August Birthdays 
 

Silent Keys: 

James Mollica Sr K2OWE 

http://www.w2mmd.org
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Contest Calendar 
For more information on the contests, please go to the WA7BNM Contest Calendar website: 

www.hornucopia.com/contestcal 

http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal
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GCARC@mailman.qth.net e-mail reflector guidelines 
1. No attachments (e.g. pictures, files) are allowed on the reflector. 

2. If you have club-related pictures that you would like to share, you can send them to the webmaster, he will put 

them on the website and he will send out a general e-mail to all the members. 

3. Otherwise, the pictures will have to be sent to the members’ addresses. 

4. URLs/Hyperlinks are acceptable on the reflector. 

5. Do not send any messages with e-mail addresses in the BCC (Blind Carbon Copy) field. The message will be 

rejected. Use only the To: or CC: fields. 

6. Members are subscribed to the reflector using the member's e-mail address from the roster database. You must 

use that address when sending an e-mail via the reflector. 

7. If you use another address on the reflector, the message will get rejected or "bounced", because the reflector 

does not recognize that address. 

8. Whenever a message sent to reflector is rejected or "bounced" for various reasons, the administrator has to log-

in to the Mailman.QTH website and approve the message. If the admin recognizes the address as belonging to a club 

member, the message is accepted and passed on to the reflector. 

 

FYI...If you use Comcast e-mail, you are limited to 100 addresses per message. 

For more information about the e-mail reflector, goto : www.mailman.qth.net  

ARES/RACES 

Awards and Contests 

Budget* 

Club Publications 

 Crosstalk Magazine 

 Website 

Clubhouse Site/Operations* 

Constitution and By-Laws* 

DX 

Field Day* 

Fox Hunts 

Hamfest* 

 Hamfest Contact 

Health and Welfare* 

Historian 

Hospitality* 

License Testing, VEC Liaison 

License Trustee 

Member Database 

Membership* 

Nominations* 

Programs 

Publicity* 

Repeaters* 

Scout Liaison 

Summer Picnic 

Technical and TVI 

Ed Champion, N2RO 

Kenny Denson, WB2P 

Al Arrison, KB2AYU 

Jeffrey Garth, KC2WCS 

Karen Garth, Staff Typist 

 

Al Arrison, KB2AYU 

Ron Block, NR2B 

Bill Grim, W0MHK 

Kenny Denson, WB2P 

Jim Wright, N2GXJ 

Sheldon Parker, K2MEN and Bill Price, NJ2S 

Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 

Ray Martin, W2RM 

Jeffrey Garth, KC2WCS 

Dave MacDonald, WB3JOY 

Gary Reed, N2QEE 

Darrell Neron, AB2E 

Ken Newman, N2CQ 

Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 

Jim Wright, N2GXJ 

Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 

Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 

Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 

Frank Simila, KC2SJ 

Jennifer Robinson, KD2EYR 

Chuck Colabrese, WA2TML 

Committee Chairs 

* Denotes Standing Committees 

http://www.mailman.qth.net
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The W2MMD Repeaters 

 
Output: 147.180 MHz 

Input: 147.780 MHz 

Offset: +600 kHz - PL: 131.8 Hz 
(Conventional FM plus C4FM Capability) 

 

Output: 442.100 MHz 

Input: 447.100 MHz 

Offset: +5 MHz - PL: 131.8 Hz 
(Temporarily Conventional FM) 

 

Output: 1284.400 MHz 

Input: 1272.400 MHz 

Offset: -12.0 MHz 

PL Tone: None 
 

The above 3 repeaters are all  

located in Pitman, NJ 

GPS: 39.728481°, -75.131088° 
 

 

Output: 224.660 MHz 

Input: 223.060 MHz 

Offset: -1.6 MHz 

PL Tone: 131.8 Hz 

Location: Sewell, NJ 

GPS: 39.781382°, -75.099963° 

 

Meeting Calendar 
 

General Membership Meeting 
 

Wednesday, August 5, 2015 @ 1930 Hours 

Pfeiffer Community Center 

301 Blue Bell Road 

(Main Street and Blue Bell Road) 

Williamstown, NJ 
 

Board of Directors Meeting 
 

Wednesday, August 19, 2015 @ 1900 Hours 

GCARC Clubhouse 

Gloucester County 4-H Fairgrounds 

235 Bridgeton Pike (Rt 77), Mullica Hill, NJ 

 

Area Repeater Nets 
 

 

SKYWARN™ Net 

Sunday @ 1945: 147.180 MHz 

 

 

Gloucester County ARES/RACES Net 

Sunday @ 2000: 147.180 MHz 

 

Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club - P. O. Box  370 - Pitman, NJ 08071 

 

August Club Meeting Program 

 

DMR - Digital Mobile Radio 

Mike Andrescavage, N2ICV 

Ω 

70 Years Ago - August 15, 1945 


