
Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club 

Board of Directors Meeting  

May 20, 2015 

 
The meeting was called to order by Vice President, Cory Sickles, WA3UVV, at 
7:00pm at the Club House in Mullica Hill. 
 
Board members in attendance were: 

Jim Wright, N2GXJ via phone 
Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 
Al Arrison, KB2AYU 
Sheldon Parker, K2MEN 
Jeff Garth, KC2WCS 
Mark Townsend, W2OCY 
Ron Block, NR2B 
John Zaruba, K2ZA 

 
A reading of the April 15th board minutes was read and approved by the members 
present. 
 
The Treasurer’s report was submitted by Al Arrison, KB2AYU.  Net inflow for the 
calendar year through April 15th was $2,436 against expenditures of $1,935, netting 
$501.  Al noted the electric bills were still higher than expected.  He said he would 
test current draw with his equipment to determine if he could isolate a problem. 
The treasurer’s report was approved by the board members present. 
 
 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Clubhouse–  Al Arrison, KB2AYU, indicated that he and Jeff Garth, KC2WCS, had 
removed accumulated trash from behind the clubhouse a few days ago.  They also 
mowed close to the trailer where our mowing service could not reach.  Al reported 
that Bill Price, NJ2S, donated a newer more efficient refrigerator.  Al raised the issue 
of air conditioning in the main room.  Jeff pointed out that several donated air 
conditioners were in a closet.  Al agreed to explore after the meeting. 
 



Hamfest – Sheldon Parker, K2MEN, reported the annual 4-H contract had been 
approved by the 4-H Board.  He also noted that ARRL sanctioning had been secured 
and a VEC testing request was submitted to Gary Reed, N2QEE.  All other hamfest 
tasks were on schedule.  
 
Crosstalk – Jeff Garth, KC2WCS, reminded members the publishing deadline was 
May 22nd.  He inquired about obtaining free ARRL brochures.  Cory Sickles, 
WA3UVV, said the brochures were available from the ARRL at no charge, but we 
would be responsible for postage.   
 
Tech Saturday -  John Zaruba, K2ZA, said that go kits had been the subject of the 
most recent session.   
 
Field Day – Jeff Garth, KC2WCS, circulated the list of bands with member names who 
had agreed to participate.  Several additions were entered and Jeff agreed to update 
the web page.  Al Arrison, KB2AYU, said that overhead wires which traditionally are 
removed for field day would not require removal this year because the 20 meter cw 
antenna used in the past would not be erected this year.  There was a discussion on 
use of the property behind the clubhouse across the road.  Jim Wright, N2GXJ, said 
we had used it last year and just needed to request permission from the 4-H 
association. 
 
Repeater - Cory Sickles, WA3UVV, reported that our Yaesu DR-1 440mhz repeater 
which had been sent to Yaesu for warranty repairs is not finished yet and has no 
timetable for its return at the moment. 
 
Programs - Cory Sickles, WA3UVV, indicated that June’s general membership 
meeting program was pizza night.  He also reported we had receved a thank you 
note from a non ham who had visited our presentation at the May meeting praising 
the member conduct  as well as the speaker. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

 
None. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
New member applications submitted: 



 
Glenn Showalter WB7QBZ 
Todd Rush  W7STR 
Peter Marek KD2EYU 
 
The applications were approved by the Board. 
 
Jim Wright, N2GXJ, asked members what the club could do to improve.  John Zaruba, 
K2ZA, noted that repeater performance could be improved.  He pointed out that the 
service area seemed to be reduced just before and after rain.  Some discussion about 
diagnosing the problem followed.  John and Al estimated a new antenna which is a 
likely problem would cost between $1,000-1,500.  Ron Block, NR2B, reported he had 
been an invited speaker at the Marple Newtown radio club and noted they did not 
follow Robert’s rules and did not seem to be very well organized compared to ours.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Sheldon Parker, K2MEN 


