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President’s Message 

Spring has sprung now, but you wouldn’t have known it back on March 7 when 

we had our “Has Spring Sprung?” hidden transmitter foxhunt.  Sometimes the 

best hiding places are man-made, like behind a 15-foot tall snow mound at the 

edge of a parking lot! 

 

Glad that is behind us, and we are now looking forward to more pleasant weather 

and outdoor activities, like a trip to be guest operators on board the museum ship 

Battleship New Jersey (April 26), radio support for the MS walk (May 3) and 

Tour de Pitman bike race (June 13), Field Day at our clubhouse site (June 27/28), 

and our summer family picnic at the Red Bank Battlefield Park overlooking the 

Delaware River (July 25). 

 

 

Did you happen to catch an in-person look at the Amateur Ra-

dio Emergency Service communications pod at the last club 

meeting?  An amazing integration of tactical communications 

capabilities it is, well introduced and demonstrated by John 

Zaruba Jr., K2ZA, our ARES Section Emergency Coordinator, 

Bob Saunders, KC2UYS, Medical Coordination Center / 

Emergency Preparedness Manager for Cooper Health Sys-

tems, and our club’s vice president, Cory Sickles, WA3UVV. 

 

It is recognized that amateur radio has consistently been the most reliable means of communications in 

emergencies when other systems failed or were overloaded.  As the complexities of commercial communi-

cations infrastructures increase, the message is as clear as ever; When all else fails…Amateur Radio.  If 

you have not already, and are interested in joining an emergency communications group, please contact 

John K2ZA, or Ed N2RO on-air after the ARES/RACES Net on Sundays at 2000 Hours on our 147.180 

MHz repeater, or in person at our next club meeting. 

 

These are two presentations you won’t want to miss! 

 

Happy Spring everyone! 

 

Respectfully, Jim Wright, N2GXJ 

 

This month, we have legendary 

radio historian John Dilks, K2TQN 

as guest speaker. 

 

On May 6th, we will be hosting weak 

signals specialist and Nobel Laureate 

Dr. Joe Taylor, K1JT. 
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Down Jersey DXing - Continued on page 4 

Down Jersey DXing 
By Bill Grim, W0MHK 

 

March provided a great chance to QSO some new DXCC entities in Af-

rica. E30FB worked hard with huge pile-ups to give many a rare Eritrean 

contact. Unfortunately the all too often present "jammers" did their best 

to show contempt for a great hobby. But E30FB made over 60,000 QSOs 

in the week or so they were active. It's a club station setting, and they 

will be back to give out more E30 contacts in a sometimes dangerous and underdeveloped third world 

country. 

 

9Q0HQ did its part to provide QSOs from the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Another "Quack" sta-

tion, 7QAA with the weird call sign, also worked many from Malawi. SU9IG was available to crank out 

many multi-mode QSOs from semi-rare Egypt with its special designation of CQ Zone 34. That zone is 

often missing in many a DX Contest log for lack of operation from that rare designation. Conditions were 

good for all three stations during most of the time, but a big Coronal Mass Ejection limited their effective-

ness slightly before, during and after March 17th. 

 

That was our St. Patrick's Day behemoth CME that buffeted the earth's magnetic fields causing partial and 

sometimes virtually complete short wave black-outs. This was one of the sun's biggest eruptions of this 

solar cycle. Green skies were common during this multi-day event in many northern latitudes including as 

far south as Iowa in the USA. Some great pictures of the K index reading of 8 (!) and contributions to the 

Northern Lights can be seen by scrolling through daily postings on Spaceweather.com. Irish/aurora green 

was quite plentiful in the skies with some rare red swatches of color also displayed. 

 

Six Meter spots lit up on DX cluster, but most DX openings were between Europe and Africa. The lucky 

tier of southern USA states made it into South American on 6 Meters on a number of occasions. Some 

aurora QSOs were made in the northern USA, but no aurora reports were noted out of SNJ. Did some of 

our local repeaters show signs of propagational enhancement????? My XYL swears her iPhone went dead 

for about 10 minutes at the same time I got off the rig noting the bands were "wiped"! 

 

Watch for seasonal changes in our propagation now that it is officially Spring. The higher bands should be 

open for longer periods of time, and if our solar flux can stay around 120 or above, look for more and 

deeper openings into the Asian/Pacific areas. Asiatic Russia and Indonesia should become a bit more com-

mon again also. This solar cycle continues to be active but anemic compared to past cycles since World 

War II. All we can do is use our now superior equipment and operating skills to overcome some of the 

lack of solar flux before this cycle heads toward another minimum. 

 

DX possibilities for April are a bit light. Unfortunately, two DXpeditions scheduled for the month to YJ, 

Vanuatu, will probably be cancelled because of a devastating cyclone which pounded the island infrastruc-

ture. It might be some time before we see activity from that entity. On the other hand, the rare Spratly Is-

lands are on track to begin operation this month. DX0P (alias 1S0 on many DXCC sheets) will be by far 

the rarest DX possibility in April. Let's hope for seasonal improved conditions for Spratly and the follow-

ing: 

http://www.spaceweather.com
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CALL DATES HIGHLIGHTS 

DIFFICULTY

(5=MOST 

RARE) 

ENTITY 

5W 04/01 - 04/09 160-10M/CW, SSB, RTTY 2 Samoa 

DX0P 04/01 - 04/30? 160-10M/CW, SSB, RTTY 5 Spratly Island 

PQ0T 04/03 - 04/06 160-6M/2 Stations 3 Trindade Island 

JW 04/09 - 04/15 HF/Multi Modes 2 Svalbard 

J88PI 04/13 - 04/22 40-6M/SSB 1 Saint Vincent 

V63DX 04/17 - 04/25 80-6M/Multi Modes 3 Micronesia 

YN 04/22 - 04/30 HF/FB OP! 1 Nicaragua 

VK9NT 04/24 - 05/04 160-10M/CW, SSB 3 Norfolk Island 

JD1BLY 04/29 - 05/05 40-6M/CW, SSB, Digital 3 Ogasawara Island 

Credits : NG3K Announce DX Operations : www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html 

Down Jersey DXing - Continued from page 3 

Battleship New Jersey Visit : www.nj2bb.org 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 
  
As mentioned in last Month’s Crosstalk, and at our March club meeting, Battleship Radio Club president 

Harry Bryant, AA2WN, has graciously invited interested GCARC club members the opportunity to be 

guest radio operators on board the museum ship Battleship New Jersey, from noon to about 3:30pm on 

Sunday afternoon, April 26!  But it is a by-invitation event.  He needs to know specifically how many peo-

ple he’ll be escorting on board from the Camden waterfront pier.  As of the date of this writing, we have 8 

people signed up: me, Jerry WB2QEF, Frank KD2HIK, Milt K2MXF, Chuck KD2EIB, Dan N2TXG, 

Brian & Matt KD2HVJ.  There are multiple operating positions in the radio room, but space is limited, so 

we will be taking turns on the microphones. If you are interested in participating in this by-invitation 

event, and have not signed up already, you can email me direct with your interest, or sign up with our club 

Vice President, Cory WA3UVV at the April 1 club meeting, and he will forward your name to me.   Ω 

http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html
http://www.nj2bb.org
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Random Deep Thoughts 
By Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 

 

Our April program will be presented by John Dilks, K2TQN.  John's talks about radio his-

tory always are well attended and bring life back to some of our pioneers and rekindle the 

glow of older technology. 

 

John may have a surprise up his sleeve this month, with something a bit different.  We'll leave that to be 

revealed - on the first Wednesday of April. 

 

Most of this year has already been discussed, but it looks like August, September and October programs 

are now dropping into place.  It's nice to have so many suggestions and offers for presentations, from so 

many of you - a sure sign that our club is continuing to grow. 

 

Another sign of our growth is the addition of FIVE new members this month!  That's quite a testimony to 

the ongoing popularity and perceived value of the GCARC - but especially its members. 

 

With that in mind, we have a small collection of badges waiting to be 

bestowed upon some of our newer members.  If you haven't received 

yours, then the April meeting is an excellent opportunity to do so.  

Also, let me encourage all of us to wear our badges at meetings.  With 

a steadily-growing organization, it makes it so much easier to learn 

names, calls and get to know each other that much better. 

 

Warmer weather and the reveal of more green than white, is stimulat-

ing antenna building and maintenance projects.  In your enthusiasm, 

please remember to stretch those long-dormant muscles before and 

after your work, plus always be aware of your surroundings - practicing safety and good work organiza-

tion throughout the process. 

 

In the world of digital voice radios, Yaesu's FT2DR should be shipping by the end of April - 

just in time for its Dayton "coming out" party.  Some ICOM ID-51 50th Anniversary mod-

els are still available, as color selection dwindles to zeroes.  When they're gone, the "Plus" 

will be the current model.  Both offer the same features. 

 

Also, some announcements in the DMR arena are promising increased choices for portables 

and mobiles, although a dual-band model of either is still on the wish list of many.  Making 

DMR more attractive is the somewhat-recent addition of a 443.300MHz repeater in Water-

ford Works.  It has good coverage across SNJ, so this might be the impetus to try out an-

other digital voice methodology.  Mike, N2ICV will be presenting a program later this year 

on the subject. 

 

There are persistent rumors that another amateur radio magazine may be published this year.  While it's 

almost certain it will be digital (the way of the future) I think it could become popular in a relatively short 

period of time.  Adding another set of voices to the ham radio publishing community will be welcomed by 

many readers, I'm sure. 

 

 
(Continued on page 6) 
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ARRL Ham Radio License Exam Practice Website 
http://arrlexamreview.appspot.com/ 

 

Activity on the 147.180 MHz repeater has been increasing, with additional traffic net times and our 

monthly Thursday night ragchew gathering.  Drive time also finds more of us chatting on the air - in digi-

tal mode.  These are just informal QSO's and loosely-framed roundtables. 

 

Please consider joining in on the fun of System Fusion digital and become part of this growing area of in-

terest.  The topics are wide ranging and float around to all sorts of things - technical and (mostly) not so 

technical - so I'm sure you'll have things to learn and offer to others. 

 

At every meeting, we have new visitors.  Some are coming because they are curious about who we are and 

what we're like.  Others are returning after some hiatus from prior membership.  Still more have been in-

vited by existing members. 

 

For those of you who do invite new hams and friends to visit with us - I thank you.  To others, allow me to 

encourage you to do the same.   If you enjoy your involvement in Amateur Radio and GCARC member-

ship, please share that with those you know. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Foxhunt VII 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 
  
The answer to the “Has Spring Sprung?” question asked as the title of 

our most recent radio direction finding hidden transmitter foxhunt was a 

definite “no” on the morning on Saturday, March 7.  Snow covered 

fields, road-side snow plow mounds, and icy road conditions did not 

deter the eager early morning hunters as they braved the elements, in 

cars, and on foot, to find the hidden transmitter. 

 

As I was the first to have found the transmitter during the previous hunt, it was up to me to hide it for this 

hunt.  Not wanting to leave a trail of footprints that would be easy to follow through the snow, I hid it in a 

plastic tacklebox, and then hid that in the snow on the back-side of a large snow plow mound in the park-

ing area of the William Wilt soccer complex, just off the Route 322 bypass in Mullica Hill, NJ. 

 

Within just 20 minutes of having turned on the transmitter, the hunters had 

already converged on the park near Mullica Hill where the transmitter had 

been hidden.  But victory only goes to the first to actually find the transmit-

ter itself, not just the general vicinity of where it was hidden.  Congratula-

tions to Jeff Garth, KC2WCS, first to find the hidden transmitter! Congratu-

lations also to Dan N2TXG, and Chuck, KD2EIB, who also found the trans-

mitter this frigid morning.  Jeff, you now have the honors of hiding the 

transmitter for our next hunt, maybe as part of our Field Day in June, or at 

our summery picnic on July 25.  With luck, by then, we will all have had 

time to thaw out! 

 

More pictures on the website under the GCARC Fox Hunts/Fox Hunt VII 

page. 

http://arrlexamreview.appspot.com/
http://www.gloucestercountyarc.weebly.com/fox-hunt-vii.html
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Announcing Club QSL Card Contest! 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 

 

Due to the generosity of Merrill Brown, WK2G, our club now has Bronze status for a year with eQSL, the 

global electronic QSL card exchange for Amateur Radio operators and SWLs. 

 

Merrill has been participating in a number of CW contests from out at the club site, building our club’s 

reputation by giving credit to W2MMD for the contest QSOs. He had inquired about being able to check 

with eQSL to see how many of those QSOs had been QSLed. And that’s when we re-discovered that 

“once upon a time” GCARC used to have an account at eQSL for W2MMD, but that nobody had used it 

since back in 2006. 

 

As club president, and as an “AG” member of eQSL under my own callsign, N2GXJ, I was able to get us 

back online with eQSL, and was able to get W2MMD Authenticity Guaranteed status, to help other sta-

tions from around the world gain award credits for their contacts with our club station. Now that our ac-

count is alive again, we’ve been in the process of finding old Field Day “ADI” format logs, and other 

W2MMD QSO information to upload to the system to confirm prior year contacts. It is hoped that we’ll 

have everything in order prior to this year’s Field Day, so that when we upload this year’s Field Day logs, 

others from around the country will be able to benefit from being able to have electronic QSL card ex-

changes with us, without postage costs. 

 

And so that brings us to the matter of our electronic QSL card. Merrill and I have got this rolling so far.  

Now it’s your turn to help out. Shown below is our current electronic QSL card – monocolor, and boring.   

As a bronze member, W2MMD is allowed to design our own electronic card that other hams will see 

when they make a confirming contact with us. This is a great opportunity for us to show others from 

around the nation, and the world, a little about who we are as a club, about Gloucester County, about the 

state of New Jersey, and about the USA - this great country that we live in. Certainly we can do better than 

a boring monocolor background, can’t we? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So we’re opening this up to all club members to design an eQSL card for our use. The rules are simple.  

We want to give all members the opportunity to vote on the card candidates in time for a selection to be 

made for our Field Day this year. So, the winning card will be voted on and selected by the members pre-

sent at the regularly scheduled June 3, 2015 club meeting. To have the candidates evaluated ahead of the 

June meeting, we would like to publish them on our website, and in our Crosstalk magazine, in time for 

publication of the June issue. To manage that, we’re asking that you submit your entries via email to me, 

jim<dot>n2gxj<at>gmail<dot>com by midnight on Wednesday, May 20. You may submit more than 

one entry, but if you do, make sure they have different file names.  If you want to submit any explanation  
 

(Continued on page 8) 
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of your design in text along with your entry, you 

may do so. 

 

The requirements for the image your are submit-

ting are as follows (per eQSL): 

Design a GIF or JPG format graphic card that 

will look good when it is shrunk to 528 pixels 

wide by 336 pixels high. Callsign W2MMD, our 

QSL address, clubsite’s grid locator, and all 

other static information needs to be on the 

graphic. Leave space for QSO details to be auto-

matically printed in a shaded area at bottom of 

card overlaid onto the background, as shown in 

the blank example. 

 

Take a look at eQSL.cc for examples of “Style 3” cards. 

 

Good luck everyone. I look forward to seeing your entries! 

(Continued from page 7) 

Style 3 Card example from www.eQSL.cc 

The Cumberland County Office of Emergency Management will be conducting a 24 hour Amateur 

Radio Technician Level course on Wednesdays, starting April 1 thru May 20, 2015. Upon satisfactory 

completion of the license examination, individuals will be able to operate amateur radio equipment during 

emergencies and recreationally. 

 

The Amateur Radio Service offers a unique mix of technology, public service, convenience and fun. Some 

Amateur Radio Operators or “hams” enjoy communication across the country and around the world, mak-

ing new friends over the airwaves. The goal of this course is to prepare students to take and pass the Ama-

teur Radio Technician Class license examination. 

 

Course materials provided will be from the American Radio Relay League (ARRL). Students may pur-

chase the ARRL Technician Manual from the American Radio Relay League on-line, local RadioShack 

Store or from Ham Radio Outlet (HRO) in New Castle, Delaware. 

 

The cost of the examination is $15.00. Examination fee will be paid directly to the ARRL/FCC Volunteer 

examiners on the day of the examination. Examination results will be provided the day of the exam on site. 

A date for the exam has yet to be set. 

 

Note:  Pre-registration is required to guarantee acceptance into the course and to receive the course materi-

als.  Go to : http://www.co.cumberland.nj.us/content/1784/2475/2212/default.aspx 

 

To register, contact the Cumberland County Office of Emergency Management, or by faxing the registra-

tion form to 856-455-9515. Registration and orientation to the course will be held on April 1, 2015 at 7:00 

PM. Classes will be held at the Cumberland County Office of Emergency Management, located at 637 

Bridgeton Ave. (Deerfield Twp.), Bridgeton, NJ 08302. 

 

Editor Note: Sorry for the late notice, I did not get this information until after the March Crosstalk pub-

lishing date. According to the registration form for this course, you must RSVP by March 27, 2015. 

http://www.eqsl.cc
http://www.co.cumberland.nj.us/content/1784/2475/2212/default.aspx
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Tech Saturday Forum- April 4, 2015 
By John Zaruba, K2ZA 

 

The objective of the Tech Saturday Forum is to have an open 

discussion of subjects of Amateur Radio interest. All questions 

are welcome as well as a venue for members to show off their 

latest ham radio projects or gadgets. All are welcome - hams and 

non-hams - club members and non-club members. 

 

Take a guided tour of our clubhouse. View our HF and VHF/UHF Operation 

Facilities and our vast antenna farm. 

 

The Tech Saturday Forum is held on the Saturday after the General Membership meeting. The next one is 

April 4th, 2015 at 0900 Hours. For more information, go to www.w2mmd.org on the Tech Saturday Fo-

rum page.  Ω 
 

Tech Saturday Highlights 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 
  

Tech Saturday continues to be a big hit out at our new clubhouse.  On the 

first Saturday after the general membership meeting for March, we had a 

number of people come out and stop by, at least for a little while, in spite of 

the cold weather and snow still covering the grounds. 

 

In the main room, John K2ZA had a chance to show off his Arduino project 

in process, and have some conversations around D-Star and System Fusion 

radios that people had brought in. 

 

In the VHF/UHF room, Al, KB2AYU was hunting amateur radio satel-

lites using computer control of the clubhouse’s alt/az antenna, clearly 

locking in on some voices from one bird during a favorable pass.  

Maybe next time he’ll make a 2-way contact.  Stop on by April 4 to find 

out! 

 

At the other end of the clubhouse, in the HF room, the 10 meter band 

was found to be hopping with lots of stations from Europe in a contest 

able to be heard. Some of our ‘new to HF’ members got a chance to log some of their first trans-Atlantic 

radio contacts, with a little help from their fellow club members. Were you one of them? It’s amazing 

what one can do with less than 100 Watts. What a great experience! 

 

Even when not behind the microphone, we had fun trying to pick out the callsigns from the sideband sig-

nals we were hearing, and looking them up via QRZ.com on our cellphones.  Care to give it a try? Thank 

you again Al for that Wi-Fi, and the internet extension out at the clubhouse. It sure comes in handy! 

http://www.gloucestercountyarc.weebly.com/tech-saturday-forum.html
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February 2015 SNJ Section Report 
 

I am sorry that you may find this report a few days late. I was attending the 

NASWA Winter SWL Fest in Plymouth Meeting, PA. I gave a presentation on Re-

generative Receivers. I had the chance to talk with hams from all over the country 

and also many from Canada and, surprisingly, Finland. 

 

Well, it is certainly not news that this Winter’s weather had taken a toll on many Section Club Activities. 

Burlington County Radio Club was forced to cancel their February Meeting. I was scheduled to speak at 

the Cape May County and Old Barney Clubs but Mother Nature had other ideas there as well. Here’s hop-

ing Spring brings better weather and, hopefully, I can get out to all the Section Clubs before the next ex-

tended period of difficult weather. I did get to speak at the Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club and the 

Delaware Valley Radio Amateurs. I also attended the Gloucester City Hamfest. It was great to meet so 

many active and interested hams. Our Section Club base is alive and well. 

 

The ASM’s and I were able to fill three important appointments for our Section. I am pleased to announce 

the appointment of Frank J. Palecek KC2TKD as SNJ Section Affiliated Club Coordinator, Bob Applegate 

K2UT as SNJ Section Youth Coordinator and Chris Cannatella KC2GNQ as the new SNJ Section Govern-

ment Liaison. Please give these folks your support as we move forward with the Section’s future. 

 

Speaking of the ASM’s, congratulations are in order for SNJ ASM Bob Schenck N2OO for being named 

CQ Magazine DX Editor. Bob took on this responsibility along with his ongoing support work for the re-

cent K1N Navassa Island DXpedition. 

 

Also, SNJ ASM Gary Wilson K2GW will be speaking at the March 9th Burlington County Radio Club. 

Gary has been very involved in Boy Scout Radio Merit Badge classes. Scouts are a potentially valuable 

future asset for ham radio. 

 

The David Sarnoff Radio Club will be holding a “Pi Day Special Event” as N2RE on March 14 from 1300 

UTC – 1900 UTC. Suggested Frequencies are: 28.314 21.314 24.314 MHz. QSL via: Bob Uhrik, 

WA2BSP, 104 Knoll Way, Rocky Hill, NJ 08553. To receive a special event QSL card send a self-

addressed stamped business envelope along with your QSO information (call sign, state abbreviation, 

band, UTC time of contact) See the Club website for more details: http://www.n2re.org/ 

 

I want to remind you all that our SNJ Section has an active presence on Facebook. If you type in “ARRL 

Southern New Jersey Section for Ham Radio” in the Facebook Search Bar at the top of the FB Page, you 

should be sent to the right place. Be sure to “Like” this site as we hope to use it for up to the minute news 

and notifications. We are always looking for material to highlight the events and activities that our Section 

is involved in. If you send me your information (a picture or two is good as well) we can more than likely 

get it on the ARRL Web page under the SNJ Section information area. 

 

Stay warm and wish for Spring. 

73 de SKIP N2EI 

ARRL Southern New Jersey Section 

Section Manager: T J Arey, N2EI 

n2ei@arrl.org 
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Regional Hamfest and Events 

 

April 8 - 13, 2015 : N3S: Special Event Station: 150th Anniversary of the Surrender at Appomattox; 

Bryan Boyle WB0YLE, Morrisville, PA; 14.275 and 7.195 MHz. www.n3s.us 

 

April 11, 2015 : York Hamfest, York Hamfest Foundation, Elicker’s Grove Park, 511 Roth Church Road, 

Spring Grove, PA. www.yorkhamfest.org 

 

April 11, 2015 : Culpeper Amateur Radio Association Swapfest, Culpeper Agriculture Enterprise, 10220 

James Monroe Highway, Culpeper, VA. www.w4cul.org 

 

April 12, 2015 : North Jersey Hamfest, Splitrock Amateur Radio Association, Horseshoe Lake Park, 72 

Eyland Avenue, Succasunna, NJ. www.splitrockara.org 

 

April 12, 2015 : Two Rivers Amateur Radio Club Hamfest, The Spectrum, 6001 Smithfield Street, Bos-

ton, PA. www.trarc.net 

 

April 12, 2015 : Chesapeake Amateur Radio Service SpringFest, Moose Lodge #898, 1400 North George 

Washington Highway, Chesapeake, VA. www.w4car.org 

 

April 25, 2015 : W3D: Special Event Station: Fort Miles, Delaware, World War II Living History 

Reenactment, Lewes, DE; Dell Palmer K3AXR, Berlin, MD; 7.260, 14.260, and 21.280 MHz. 

www.sussexamateurradio.com 

 

April 26, 2015 : Hamfest By The Shore, Jersey Shore Amateur Radio Society, Riverwood Park, River-

wood Drive and Whitesville Road, Toms River, NJ. www.jsars.org 

 

April 30, 2015 : RF Hill Amateur Radio Club Auction, Original Hilltown Township High School, 319 

Blooming Glen Road, Blooming Glen, PA. www.rfhillarc.org    Ω 

Not an April Fool’s joke 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 

 

Thank you to all club members who are current with your annual dues.  If you 

have not yet paid, it’s still only $20. You can pay via postal mail, with your 

callsign on the check sent to: 

 

Gloucester County ARC, PO Box 370, Pitman NJ 08071 

 

March 31 is the deadline, but we are extending it one day, to the April 1 meet-

ing. But that’s it. Special circumstances, contact me direct. If you’ve not sent 

in your check, please do. We’ve had some slightly higher than expected elec-

tric bills out at the clubhouse in January and February this month, and every 

little bit helps. 

 

Thanks, Jim. 

http://www.n3s.us
http://www.yorkhamfest.org
http://www.w4cul.org
http://www.splitrockara.org
http://www.trarc.net
http://www.w4car.org
http://www.sussexamateurradio.com
http://www.jsars.org
http://www.rfhillarc.org
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YOU’RE IN THE ARMY NOW……. 
By Tom Gorman, KE2ES, and Bill Szkromiuk, W4WCS 

 

Jenna Quinn, daughter of Jim Quinn KD2JEQ and XYL Katie was inducted into the 

United States Army Monday, March 16, 2015. Jenna took the Oath in St. Louis, Mis-

souri. The Army sent her to Fort Jackson, South Carolina where she arrived at 2100 on 

Tuesday. 

 

Jenna is 19 years young, graduated with honors from Gloucester County Institute of 

Technology last May with a major in health studies. She has studied martial arts un-

der Master C.S. Kim for many years and achieved her third degree black belt in 

Tang Soo Do-Moo Duk Kwan for which Master Kim is an 8th degree. His teachings 

in this form of martial arts is to stop violence and is a way of life where students 

gain new methods of thinking which guide their life, make them happier, confident, 

healthier and wiser. 

 

The Quinn family moved from New Jersey last year and settled in Quincy, Illinois, where Katie and her 

family are from. Jim KD2JEQ continues to be a member of GCARC.  Jenna carries on the tradition of 

military service. Jim served in the United States Navy, leaving with the rank of Lieutenant Commander. 

Jim was a “mustang officer”, he started his career as a Navy Corpsman. 

 

Jenna will spend a few days getting prepared for Basic Combat Train-

ing, BCT, commonly referred to as “Basic”. She will be issued uni-

forms, get inoculated, take numerous tests and then begin 10 weeks of 

BCT. Before enlisting into the Army, Jenna was interested in and was 

accepted for her AIT, Advanced Individual Training. Her chosen 

MOS (military occupational specialty) is EOD. Explosive Ordnance 

Disposal (EOD) Specialist (89D). After BCT, Jenna will attend Ad-

vanced Individual training for 39 weeks. 

 

We wish Jenna the best and thank her for her service to the USA! 

Jenna Quinn, with Tom Gorman, KE2ES, and her father, Jim Quinn, KD2JEQ 

And of course, don’t forget Bill Szkromiuk, W4WCS, looking on from South Carolina 

Duty, Honor, Country 
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WAVE OF POPULARITY 
By Don Keith, N4KC 

 

What comes to mind when you hear the term 

“ham radio”?  Maybe, when you were a kid, 

it was the fellow with the tall tower in his 

backyard that was blamed for causing squig-

gly lines on neighborhood TV screens.  Or 

the guy at work with antennas bristling from 

his car who spends his lunch hour eating a 

sandwich and talking on a radio.  Or maybe 

you’ve read a news story about “ham” opera-

tors helping in a natural disaster. 

 

Whatever your impression of the hobby, you 

may have no idea how dynamic and fun ham 

radio is, or just how crucial it can be when 

other forms of communications fail.  And it’s 

a perfect fit – both nationally and at local 

posts – with many American Legion mis-

sions, including civil defense. 

 

Every time you send a text on your phone, watch a TV show or use Wi-Fi at a coffee shop – you use tech-

nology developed in part by early hams – an old railroad telegraphers’ term for “inexperienced operator” – 

experimenting with newly invented radio in their basements and attics.  And throughout amateur radio’s 

100-year history, these cellar alchemists have helped create and refine innovations in the field.  Mean-

while, others have helped save lives and ease human suffering during catastrophic events such as 9/11 and 

Hurricane Katrina. 

 

Along the way they’ve formed a tight-knit community that has a heck of a good time. 

 

In the early 1900s, with radio in its infancy, its possibilities appealed to a group of early adopters.  They 

took the work of scientists and pioneered the first practical uses of wireless technology.  Meanwhile, world 

governments saw the need to formalize regulation of this new communication medium to prevent on-air 

chaos.  In the United States, the Federal Radio Commission was created for that purpose.  Most regulatory 

agencies recognized the contributions of those early hams and saw them as a willing and valuable re-

source.  They designated portions of the radio spectrum for amateurs to continue to experiment and pro-

vide backup communications as a public service. 

 

Fast forward a century,  and the hobby is still as vibrant as ever.  This surprises some people, who assume 

that smartphones, Facebook, online chat rooms and texting have made a pastime like ham radio obsolete.  

Yes, communicating with others is the ultimate goal of amateur radio enthusiasts, and there are plenty of 

ways to do that these days.  But there is so much more to the hobby than simply talking to another person. 

 

It can be difficult to convey the attraction to others, but there is a certain magic in connecting with another 

person using a radio station that you put together yourself, possibly one you designed and built from 

scratch.  There’s a thrill that comes from bouncing a signal off the atmosphere – maybe even off a satel-

lite, the surface of the moon or the tail of a comet – using newly developed digital modes of communicat 
 

(Continued on page 14) 
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ing, and conversing with someone who shares that passion, whether he’s down the street or on the far side 

of the globe. 

 

Amateur radio is not for everyone.  But for those who are interested and want to join in, it can be an al-

most perfect avocation, offering opportunities for learning, experimenting or combining the pastime with 

other interests. 

 

Campers, whether in RVs or tents, take radios with them for companionship and emergency situations 

when other means of communication are unavailable.  Some hams hike to mountaintops or venture to re-

mote islands with tiny, low-power transceivers and portable antennas, putting those locations on the air for 

others around the world to contact.  Many use radio to control model aircraft, boats or robots, or as pay-

loads in weather balloon launches.  A wide range of special-interest groups meets regularly on the amateur 

radio bands in what are called “nets,” discussing such subjects as antique cars or gardening.  There are 

nets, too, for veterans to connect on the air and talk about their experiences. 

 

Those with technical flair learn, design, build and try out new ideas.  Right now, satellites designed and 

built by amateurs are orbiting the earth and can be accessed by other hams using relatively simply gear.  

Computer technology is a big part of amateur radio today, and the latest advances in combining digital 

content with radio frequency waves put today’s hobbyists on the cutting edge just like their predecessors a 

century ago.  Others pay homage to their forerunners by restoring and repairing antique radio gear and re-

turning it to the airwaves.  For many, amateur radio has been the gateway to careers in engineering, elec-

tronics and communications. 

 

However, technical aptitude is not required to join the fun.  The hobby offers plenty for those not elec-

tronically inclined.  For example, many enjoy what they term “radiosport,” using their radios and the air-

waves for spirited competition and contacting as many other stations as they can in a set period of time.  

“Fox hunting” – searching for a hidden transmitter – is a popular activity.  Others work toward awards for 

contacting as many fellow hams as they can in countries around the world. 

 

Of course, many amateur radio enthusiasts simply enjoy having conversations with a group of friends or 

someone new each time they fire up their stations.  You never know who you might encounter on the ham 

bands.  That leisurely chat might be with a music or TV star, a member of Congress, the king of a Euro-

pean country, an ice fisherman on a lake in Manitoba, a Nobel Prize winner, a missionary on a South Pa-

cific island, a group operating from an isolated chunk of glacier in the Antarctic or even an astronaut in 

outer space.  Most crewmembers aboard the International Space Station are licensed hams and frequently 

converse with school groups and other individuals back on Earth. 

 

READY TO SERVE - With all this fun, competition and camaraderie, it is important to note hat amateur 

radio has a serious purpose, too.  When the Federal Radio Commission –  now the Federal Communica-

tions Commission (FCC) – created the amateur radio service, it made it clear why hams deserved vast 

slices of the radio spectrum.  One, as mentioned, was to allow them to continue experimenting and con-

tributing to the field.  The other was to provide a pool of trained operators with working radio stations to 

assist in providing emergency communications. 

 

But have cellular technology, satellites and the like negated the need for amateur radio operators in emer-

gencies?  We only have to consider recent events – wildfires in the west, a volcanic eruption in Japan, Su-

perstorm Sandy in the Northeast, the terrorist bombing at the Boston Marathon – for examples of normal 

(Continued from page 13) 

(Continued on page 15) 
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communication infrastructure becoming overwhelmed or failing completely.  In each case, hams were  

called upon, and they were ready to serve.  When Hurricane Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast in 2005, the 

first structures to topple were cellphone towers.  When tornadoes ripped through Alabama in 2011, hams 

were on the ground, first as trained “storm spotters” helping track the storms for the National Weather Ser-

vice.  Then they operated around the clock for weeks afterward, assisting relief operations. 

 

From the American Red Cross to the Salvation Army to the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

(FEMA), numerous organizations rely heavily on amateur radio groups. The American Legion has been 

closely aligned with the hobby since the 1930s and signed a statement of affiliation with the Department 

of Homeland Security (DHS) in 2006. That agreement was reaffirmed last year in “Disaster Preparedness 

and Response for American Legion Posts,” a handbook published by the Legion. Also, at the 92nd Na-

tional Convention in Milwaukee in 010, the Legion adopted Resolution No. 134, which urges posts and 

departments to assist DHS efforts in local communities – including disaster preparedness, which dovetails 

perfectly with amateur radio and its purpose. 

 

But it doesn’t take a major disaster to demonstrate the value of amateur radio. Hams regularly provide 

communications for bicycle races, charitable running events and civic festivals.  Operators are often in-

volved in rescues of injured hikers or climbers, boats in jeopardy at sea or groups endangered by sudden 

weather.  As we know, cellphones do not always work. Hams have plenty of experience in communicating 

under marginal  conditions and regularly employ those skills to help others. 

 

HOW TO GET STARTED - A good first step to learn more about amateur radio is the website of the 

American Radio Relay League (ARRL) at www.arrl.org.  ARRL publishes books, study guides and other 

materials to help beginners get started and gain the most from the hobby. 

 

A license is a prerequisite, and that requires passing an examination.  You only need a basic knowledge of 

radio theory, operating practices and FCC rules.  Many study guides and online teaching programs are 

available.  While the material requires some study, it is not daunting.  Children younger than 10 have 

passed the test and received their licenses. 

 

At one time, would-be amateur licensees were also required to pass a Morse-code proficiency examina-

tion.  That is no longer the case.  Morse code is still used by ham radio operators alongside 21st-century 

modes of communication, but it is no longer necessary to know the dots and dashes to obtain a license. 

 

The test is administered by volunteer examiners.  The ARRL website can be used to find nearby amateur 

radio clubs and exam sessions.  A Google search for “amateur radio club” plus your city or state can also 

be a good guide to locate active clubs or groups near you.  Many clubs offer free or inexpensive license-

exam preparation classes.  When you receive your license – and your own unique radio call sign – clubs 

can also help you put together a station and get on the air, so that you can start helping in public service 

and emergency communications. 

 

If there’s already a club or a station at your American Legion post the active amateurs there can tell you 

more about the hobby and how it can further the Legion’s mission. 

 

If you know a post member who is already a licensed ham, suggest that he or she contact The American 

Legion Amateur Radio Club (TALARC) and join if not already a member.  The club can offer ideas for 

how each post can participate, from conducting exam preparation classes to starting a ham radio station at 

the post for use by licensed Legionnaires. 
(Continued on page 16) 

(Continued from page 14) 

http://www.arrl.org
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DA’s and DIT’s 
 

Gary Reed, N2QEE reports that the March 12, 2015 VE session had two new Technicians and Ralph, 

W2HVH upgraded to Amateur Extra. 

 

The following Walk MS events are scheduled for April and May: 

Walk MS: Cooper River Park - April 26, 2015 

Walk MS: Ocean City Boardwalk - May 3, 2015 

Walk MS: Burlington County Smithville Park - May 3, 2015 

Walk MS: Washington Lake Park - May 3, 2015 

http://www.nationalmssociety.org/Chapters/PAE/Fundraising-Events 
 

The Tour de Pitman is scheduled for June 13, 2015. www.uptownpitman.com/events/tour-de-pitman 

Welcome New Club Members: 
 

Anthony T Otlowski, KD2GSM, (harmonic of KD2AFY), who has a Technician class license and lives in 

Williamstown, NJ. 

Jonathan Pearce, WB2MNF, who has an Advanced class license and lives in Woodbury, NJ. 

Robert Saunders, KC2UYS, who has a General class license and lives in Sewell, NJ. 

Michael Covaleski, KD2FJS, who has a Technician class license and lives in Sewell, NJ. 

Leroy Marino, no call, who lives in Mantua, NJ. 
 

We are glad to have you as members of the Club and hope to see you regularly at Club events, activities, 

and meetings.  Ω 

(Continued from page 15) 

 

The hobby of amateur radio continues to evolve, providing unique opportunities for education, experimen-

tation, fellowship and public service.  It fits well with other interests.  It is also an enjoyable pastime that 

can be pursued no matter a persons age or health. 

 

Most of all, amateur radio is simply a lot of fun while offering the chance to give back to your community 

and country.  That is why so many hams, particularly veterans, consider their hobby to be just about per-

fect. 

 

Don Keith is a former award-winning broadcaster and the best selling author of more than a dozen books, 

including “Riding the Shortwaves: Exploring the Magic of Amateur Radio.”  He has been an active ama-

teur radio operator since he was 13.  His call sign is N4KC. 

Visit his websites at www.donkeith.com and www.n4kc.com 

 

The American Legion Amateur Radio Club, K9TAL - www.legion.org/hamradio 
 

Reprinted with permission of The American Legion Magazine, © March, 2015.  www.legion.org and Don Keith, N4KC. 

http://www.nationalmssociety.org/Chapters/PAE/Fundraising-Events
http://www.uptownpitman.com/events/tour-de-pitman
http://www.donkeith.com
http://www.n4kc.com
http://www.legion.org/hamradio
http://www.legion.org
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May 15 - 17, 2015 
 

www.hamvention.org 

http://www.hamvention.org
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QST de W1AW 

ARRL Bulletin 14  ARLB014 

From ARRL Headquarters 

Newington CT  March 9, 2015 

To all radio amateurs  

 

SB QST ARL ARLB014ARLB014 Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2015 Introduced in Congress 

 

"The Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2015" - H.R.1301 - has been introduced in the US House of Represen-

tatives. The measure would direct the FCC to extend its rules relating to reasonable accommodation of 

Amateur Service communications to private land use restrictions. US Rep Adam Kinzinger (R-IL) intro-

duced the bill March 4 with 12 original co-sponsors from both sides of the aisle - seven Republicans and 

five Democrats. Kinzinger also sponsored "The Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2014, which died at the end 

of the 113th Congress. H.R. 1301 is an essentially identical piece of legislation. 

 

"The introduction of H.R. 1301 with so many original co-sponsors, so early in this session of Congress, is 

very encouraging," said ARRL President Kay Craigie, N3KN. "Several additional members of Congress 

already have agreed to be co-sponsors. This bill has momentum, but introduction is only the first step. 

Many of the next steps will be taken as ARRL members contact their US Representatives urging co-

sponsorship and thanking them as they sign on to the bill." 

 

If Congress approves the legislation, and it is signed by the president, H.R. 1301 would require the FCC to 

amend its Part 97 Amateur Service rules to apply the three-part test of the PRB-1 federal pre-emption pol-

icy to include homeowners' association regulations and deed restrictions, often referred to as "covenants, 

conditions, and restrictions" (CC&Rs). At present, PRB-1 only applies to state and local zoning laws and 

ordinances. The FCC has been reluctant to extend the same legal protections to include such private land-

use agreements without direction from Congress. 

 

H.R. 1301 has been referred to the House Energy and Commerce Committee. Rep Greg Walden, W7EQI 

(R-OR), chairs that panel's Communications and Technology Subcommittee, which will consider the 

measure. The League had worked with Walden on the 2014 bill during the 113th Congress. 

 

Among H.R. 1301 initial co-sponsors is Rep Joe Courtney (D-CT), who attended the ARRL National Cen-

tennial Convention last summer to speak with League officials and those attending the event about the ear-

lier bill. 

 

Craigie encouraged ARRL members to urge their US House members to sign on to the bill as a co-

sponsor. The ARRL has an H.R. 1301 resources page on its website at, http://www.arrl.org/hr-1301 . If the 

House member is already a co-sponsor, call the member's local office or send an e-mail via the member's 

official website to express their thanks. She called on League members to encourage other hams to do the 

same, and to be sure to refer to the bill by its number, H.R. 1301. 

 

"Remember what those pile-ups on the W1AW portable stations sounded like last year?" Craigie said. 

"Let's be that avid in calling for even greater support in Congress for this essential legislation." 

Gloucester County 4-H Fair and New Jersey Peach Festival 

July 23 - 26, 2015 

www.gc4hfair.com 

http://www.gc4hfair.com


Crosstalk       April 2015 19  

 

Suggested Band Plan Updates 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 
 

As you may have noticed, the ARRL’s HF Band Planning Committee has been reaching out to the mem-

bership based on the increasing popularity of data modes. They have been taking suggestions on how to 

use the spectrum so that the growing variety of HF data modes can coexist compatibly with each other on 

our amateur bands, and with other non-data users, and have come out with proposed revisions to our cur-

rent 160 through 10 meter band plans, based on the feedback received last year. 
 

How does this affect you?  Well, it depends on your license class, and on what HF bands and modes you 

tend to operate with. And it assumes these proposals will be agreed to by the ARRL’s board of directors, 

and the FCC. These proposals are just that, proposals that are open for comment. They are not finalized 

yet. 
 

What is proposed are changes that would affect the band plan used by us, primarily for the purpose of con-

fining RTTY/data modes with bandwidths greater than 500 Hz to certain parts of our available spectrum, 

and for giving certain license classes increased ability to use these digitally allocated segments. 
 

Among the proposals are: 

 On 80 meters, petition the FCC to increase the size of the non-voice segment within the band by shift-

ing the boundary between the RTTY/data band and the 75 meter phone/image band from the present 

3.500-3.600 MHz up to 3.500-3.650 MHz. The intent is then to expand the segment for exclusive CW 

use from the current 3.500-3.570 MHz up to 3.500-3.580 Mhz, allocate 3.580-3.600 MHz for narrow 

RTTY/data modes, and then allocate wide and other RTTY/data modes into the expanded segment 

from 3.600-3.650 MHz, with Technician class and higher licensees allowed to operate CW and Gen-

eral class licensees and higher allowed to operate RTTY/data in this segment. 

 Under separate consideration is petitioning the FCC to give Technician class licensees some RTTY/

Data privileges, in addition to current CW privileges, on 80 meters. 

 On 40 meters, keeping the RTTY/Data DX window at 7.040 MHz, but extending the RTTY/data seg-

ment from 7.080-7.125 to 7.070-7.125 MHz, with wide RTTY/data allocated to the segment from 

7.115-7.125 Mhz. 

 On 20 meters, the 1 kHz between 14.0995-14.1005 MHz remains set-aside for the IARU/NCDXF bea-

con network. The segment from 14.070-14.095 MHz will be set aside for narrowband RTTY/ data, 

with “weak signal” data modes (PSK31, JT65A, JT9) generally used between 14.070-14.078 MHz. A 

new segment for wide and other RTTY/data will be allocated from 14.112-14.150 MHz. 

 On 15 meters, expand the RTTY/data segment from 21.070-21.110 MHz up to 21.070-21.200 MHZ, 

allocating narrow RTTY/data from 21.070-21.090 MHz, with ACDS staying in the allocation from 

21.090-21.100 MHz, with other RTTY/data activity allocated above 21.100 MHz up to 21.200 MHz. 

 Under separate consideration is petitioning the FCC to give Technician class licensees some RTTY/

Data privileges, in addition to current CW privileges, on 15 meters. 

 On 10 meters, the recommendation is to expand the allocation for RTTY/data from 28.070-28.150 

MHz to 28.070-28.200, so that ACDS and wide RTTY/data modes would share the segment from 

28.120-28.189 MHz, separating them from narrow RTTY/data which would be allocated from 28.070-

28.120 MHz. 

 There are also allocations on the 30, 17, and 12 meter bands under consideration, though the options 

available on these bands are limited. 
 

You are encouraged to read the proposals and provide comments on them at www.arrl.org/bandplan. But 

act fast. Even though the HF band planning committee is not expected to present its final report based on 

these comments until sometime before the ARRL board of director’s meeting in July, the comments dead-

line is April 19, 2015. 

http://www.arrl.org/bandplan
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Time Modes Days 

2000 UTC (4 PM ET) CWf Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

2000 UTC (4 PM ET) CWs Tuesday, Thursday 

2100 UTC (5 PM ET) CWb Daily 

2200 UTC (6 PM ET) Digital Daily 

2300 UTC (7 PM ET) CWs Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

2300 UTC (7 PM ET) CWf Tuesday, Thursday 

0000 UTC (8 PM ET) CWb Daily 

0100 UTC (9 PM ET) Digital Daily 

0145 UTC (9:45 PM ET) Voice Daily 

0200 UTC (10 PM ET) CWf Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

0200 UTC (10 PM ET) CWs Tuesday, Thursday 

0300 UTC (11 PM ET) CWb Daily 

CW : 1.8025 3.5815 7.0475 14.0475 18.0975 21.0675 28.0675 147.555 

Digital : - 3.5975 7.0950 14.0950 18.1025 21.0950 28.0950 147.555 

Voice :  1.8550 3.9900 7.2900 14.2900 18.1600 21.3900 28.5900 147.555 

 

Time Modes Days 

1300 UTC (9 AM ET) CWs Wednesday, Friday 

1300 UTC (9 AM ET) CWf Tuesday, Thursday 

W1AW 2015 Spring/Summer Operating Schedule 
 

Daily Visitor Operating Hours: 
1400 UTC to 1600 UTC - (10 AM to 12 PM ET) 

1700 UTC to 1945 UTC - (1 PM to 3:45 PM ET) 
 

(Station closed 1600 to 1700 UTC (12 PM to 1 PM ET) 
 

Morning Schedule : 

Afternoon/Evening Schedule : 

Frequencies (MHz) : 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Notes:  

 

CWs = Morse Code practice (slow) = 5, 7.5, 10, 13 and 15 WPM 

CWf = Morse Code practice (fast) = 35, 30, 25, 20, 15, 13 and 10 WPM 

CWb = Morse Code Bulletins = 18 WPM 

 

CW frequencies include code practices, Qualifying Runs and CW bulletins. 

 

DIGITAL = BAUDOT (45.45 baud), BPSK31 and MFSK16 in a revolving schedule. 

 

Code practice texts are from QST, and the source of each practice is given at the beginning of each prac-

tice and at the beginning of alternate speeds. 

 

On Tuesdays and Fridays at 2230 UTC (6:30 PM ET), Keplerian Elements for active amateur satellites are 

sent on the regular digital frequencies. 

 

A DX bulletin replaces or is added to the regular bulletins between 0000 UTC (8 PM ET) Thursdays and 

0000 UTC (8 PM ET) Fridays. 

 

Audio from W1AW's CW code practices, and CW/digital/phone bulletins is available using EchoLink via 

the W1AW Conference Server named "W1AWBDCT."  The CW/digital/phone audio is sent in real-time 

and runs concurrently with W1AW's regular transmission schedule. 

 

All users who connect to the conference server are muted.  Please note that any questions or comments 

about this server should not be sent via the "Text" window in EchoLink. Please direct any questions or 

comments to w1aw <at> arrl <dot> org. 

 

In a communications emergency, monitor W1AW for special bulletins as follows: Voice on the hour, 

Digital at 15 minutes past the hour, and CW on the half hour. 

   

FCC licensed amateurs may operate the station from 1400 UTC to 1600 UTC (10 AM to 12 PM ET), and  

then from 1700 UTC to 1945 UTC (1 PM to 3:45 PM ET) Monday through Friday.  Be sure to bring your 

current FCC amateur license or a photocopy. 

 

The complete W1AW Operating Schedule may be found on the web at: 

http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule. 

(Continued from page 20) 

http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule
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Facebook Page w2mmd.org 

Location City Callsign/Club Frequency Off-Set PL Tone 

Atlantic County, NJ West Atlantic City W2HRW/SPARC 443.250 MHz Plus 146.2 Hz 

Atlantic County, NJ Atlantic City K2ACY 449.625 MHz Minus 156.7 Hz 

Camden County, NJ Runnemede WA2WUN 147.225 MHz Plus 192.8 Hz 

Camden County, NJ Blue Anchor KB2AYS 445.125 MHz Minus 91.5 Hz 

*Camden County, NJ Gloucester City NJ2GC 447.775 MHz Minus 146.2 Hz 

Gloucester County, NJ Pitman W2MMD/GCARC 147.180 MHz Plus 131.8 Hz 

Gloucester County, NJ Pitman W2MMD/GCARC 442.100 MHz Plus 131.8 Hz 

*Mercer County, NJ West Trenton W2ZQ/DVRA 146.670 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 

*Mercer County, NJ Trenton Mercer County 

ARES/RACES 

147.105 MHz Plus 123.0 Hz 

Ocean County, NJ Manchester WA2RES/OCARES 145.170 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 

Ocean County, NJ Toms River NJ2AR/JSARS 448.625 MHz Minus 141.3 Hz 

Salem County, NJ Pennsville N2KEJ/SCRA 146.625 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 

Berks County, PA Reading KB3WLV 445.175 MHz Minus 114.8 Hz 

*Bucks County, PA Southampton W3SK/PWA 146.790 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 

Bucks County, PA Southampton W3SK/PWA 448.225 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 

Chester County, PA Paoli WB3JOE/MARC 445.675 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 

Lancaster County, PA Holtwood KX3B 146.745 MHz Minus 114.8 Hz 

Lawrence County, PA Ellwood City N3ZJM/ECARA 443.625 MHz Plus 131.8 Hz 

Lawrence County, PA New Castle N3ETV/ARLLC 444.725 MHz Plus 131.8 Hz 

Monroe County, PA East Stroudsburg KB3TEM 144.920 MHz Input 446.550 D343 

Montgomery County, PA Horsham K3JJO/DRC 147.165 MHz Plus 162.2 Hz 

Philadelphia County, PA Roxborough W3QV/Phil-Mont 444.800 MHz Plus 186.2 Hz 

Kent County, DE Dover KC3ARC/KCARC 146.970 MHz Minus 77.0 Hz 

Sussex County, DE Selbyville WS3ARA/SARA 145.250 MHz Minus 156.7 Hz 

Regional Yaesu System Fusion Repeaters 

https://www.facebook.com/W2MMD 

This list seems to be getting longer every day. I have shortened this list to just New Jersey, Eastern Penn-

sylvania, and Delaware. See our website on the System Fusion Repeaters page for a longer list which in-

cludes Southern New York, all of Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and West Virginia. 
 

*New entry as of the issue. 

http://www.sparc985.com
http://www.nj2gc.org
http://www.w2mmd.org
http://www.w2mmd.org
http://www.w2zq.com
https://sites.google.com/site/kipburnett/mercer-ares
https://sites.google.com/site/kipburnett/mercer-ares
http://www.wa2res.com/
http://www.jsars.org
http://www.pennwireless.org
http://www.pennwireless.org
http://www.marc-radio.org
http://www.qsl.net/ecara
http://www.qsl.net/arllc
http://www.qrz.com/db/KB3TEM
http://www.phil-mont.org
http://www.kc3arc.org
http://www.sussexamateurradio.com
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April Birthdays 
 

Ron Block NR2B 

Merrill Brown Jr WK2G 

John Bunting KC2SGN 

Irma Colabrese N2FNF 

Milton Frantz Jr K2MXF 

Norman Glenn W2GAR 

Kevin Hall KD2FFZ 

Joseph Hogg N2ADP 

Thomas Litle AB2YG 

Jerry Marinacci KE2CK 

Raymond Metzger AI2B (President 1978) 

Michael Mollet N2SRO 

Whitney Myers KB2ZTL 

Philip Nunzio WA3RGY 

Matthew Rainey KD2HVJ 

Laurence Rockhill WA2SJG 

Keith Waltman W2ERP 

 

 

Past Presidents: 

Robert Krukowski KR2U (1996 & 1997) 

Richard Netherby WB2OCR (1975 & 1976) 

Crosstalk Submissions 
 

This is your Club newsletter. Make use of it. 
 

If you have stories or photos of your hobby that you would like to share with the Club, please do so! 

 

We will keep covering all of the GCARC events, but it is also nice to get those personal perspectives to  

include in every issue. 

 

Connecting through experiences is what makes the Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club a 

REAL club. 

 

All submissions, queries, comments and editorials should be addressed to 

Jeffrey Garth, KC2WCS at jeff.garth <at> comcast.net. 

 

Submission deadline for the May 2015 issue: Sunday, April 19, 2015 
 

Club Website http://www.w2mmd.org 

Club E-Mail Reflector: gcarc@mailman.qth.net 

In Memoriam 

April Birthdays 
 

Silent Keys: 

Gurdon Cooper AA4N (President 1966) 

Daniel Damiano KC2ELC 

William King N2STQ 

Leonard Kravitz KD2CR 

Edwin Stetser K2JJC 

 

http://www.w2mmd.org
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“Blast From The Past”  

Picture courtesy of Ray Metzger, AI2B “Here is a picture that was taken outside the meeting hall at the Woodbury circle 

where we used to meet. It was taken by a reporter asking about the club. There are 5 members in the picture, but I'm the 

only one left in the group. I am the first on the left. All the rest are gone. Bill Helmetag WA2VQG, Lenny Kravitz KD2CR, 

and Ed Wargo WA2ED were my best friends back then. I didn't know Haywood Pelley WA2EVK that well.” 

From April 1981 Crosstalk - Items of Interest Department by John Fisher, K2JF 

 

It is now forecasted by the Commerce Department that “… By 1985, 70% of the nation’s work force will 

have to know how to interact with computers.” “More than a million computers (TODAY) are churning 

out 220 billion pages of information every working day.” Looks like computers are taking over. I feel kind 

of sorry for you younger people who will have to work with those “monsters”, glad I’m retiring in ‘82. 

 

The Encyclopedia of the future will be on a SINGLE 2-sided 12” disk. RCA has just received a patent for 

the disk which can hold 100 billion bits of information. Recording and reading of information is done by a 

laser. 
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ARRL DX Contest - CW 

February 21-22, 2015 
 

Call: N2CQ 

Operator (s) : N2CQ 

Station: N2CQ 
 

Class: SO Unlimited LP 

QTH: SNJ 

Operating Time (hrs): 
 

Summary: Compare Scores 

Band QSOs Mults 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

160: 

  80: 

  40: 101 56 

  20: 245 91 

  15: 247 86 

  10: 227 82 

    6: 

    2: 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Total: 820 315 

Total Score: 774,900 

 

Club: Frankford Radio Club 

North Carolina QSO Party 

March 1-2, 2015 
 

Call: WB2P 

Operator (s) : WB2P 

Station: WB2P 
 

Class: SO SSB LP 

QTH: NJ 

Operating Time (hrs): 06:39 

Location: Out of State/Province 
 

Summary: Compare Scores 

Band CW QSOs Phone QSOs Digital QSOs 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  40:  0  106  0 

  20:  0  5  0 

  15: 

  10: 

    6: 

    2: 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Total:  0  111  0 

Mults: 57 

Total Score: 12,904 

Club: Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club 

 

Comments: Total score includes 250 bonus points. Condi-

tions on 20M were not as good as last year. Very friendly 

group of hams. See ya next year. 

ARRL DX Contest - SSB 

March 7-8, 2015 
 

Call: W2YC 

Operator (s) : W2YC, KA2NDX, W0MHK, WA2LET, WB2P 

Station: W2YC 
 

Class: M/2 HP 

QTH: NJ 

Operating Time (hrs): 36 

Location: USA 
 

Summary: Compare Scores 

Band QSOs Mults 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

160: 39 28 

  80: 138 68 

  40: 183 70 

  20: 347 100 

  15: 450 102 

  10: 593 109 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Total: 1750 477 

Total Score: 2,504,250 

Club: Frankford Radio Club 

 

Comments: Still suffering here from undependability of the 

SteppIR MonstrIR. What a piece of junk. 
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Contest Calendar 
For more information on the contests, please go to the WA7BNM Contest Calendar website: 

www.hornucopia.com/contestcal 

http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal
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GCARC@mailman.qth.net e-mail reflector guidelines 
1. No attachments (e.g. pictures, files) are allowed on the reflector. 

2. If you have club-related pictures that you would like to share, you can send them to the webmaster, he will put 

them on the website and he will send out a general e-mail to all the members. 

3. Otherwise, the pictures will have to be sent to the members’ addresses. 

4. URLs/Hyperlinks are acceptable on the reflector. 

5. Do not send any messages with e-mail addresses in the BCC (Blind Carbon Copy) field. The message will be 

rejected. Use only the To: or CC: fields. 

6. Members are subscribed to the reflector using the member's e-mail address from the roster database. You must 

use that address when sending an e-mail via the reflector. 

7. If you use another address on the reflector, the message will get rejected or "bounced", because the reflector 

does not recognize that address. 

8. Whenever a message sent to reflector is rejected or "bounced" for various reasons, the administrator has to log-

in to the Mailman.QTH website and approve the message. 

If the admin recognizes the address as belonging to a club member, the message is accepted and passed on to the 

reflector. 

FYI...If you use Comcast e-mail, you are limited to 100 addresses per message. 

For more information about the e-mail reflector, goto : www.mailman.qth.net   Ω 

ARES/RACES 

Awards and Contests 

Budget* 

Club Publications 

 Crosstalk Magazine 

 Website 

Clubhouse Site/Operations* 

Constitution and By-Laws* 

DX 

Field Day* 

Fox Hunts 

Hamfest* 

 Hamfest Contact 

Health and Welfare* 

Historian 

Hospitality* 

License Testing, VEC Liaison 

License Trustee 

Member Database 

Membership* 

Nominations* 

Programs 

Publicity* 

Repeaters* 

Scout Liaison 

Summer Picnic 

Technical and TVI 

Ed Champion, N2RO 

Kenny Denson, WB2P 

Al Arrison, KB2AYU 

Jeffrey Garth, KC2WCS 

Karen Garth, Staff Typist 

 

Al Arrison, KB2AYU 

Ron Block, NR2B 

Bill Grim, W0MHK 

Kenny Denson, WB2P 

Jim Wright, N2GXJ 

Sheldon Parker, K2MEN and Bill Price, NJ2S 

Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 

Ray Martin, W2RM 

Jeffrey Garth, KC2WCS 

Dave MacDonald, WB3JOY 

Gary Reed, N2QEE 

Darrell Neron, AB2E 

Ken Newman, N2CQ 

Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 

Jim Wright, N2GXJ 

Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 

Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 

Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 

Frank Simila, KC2SJ 

Jennifer Robinson, KD2EYR 

Chuck Colabrese, WA2TML 

Committee Chairs 

* Denotes Standing Committees 

http://www.mailman.qth.net
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The W2MMD Repeaters 

 
Output: 147.180 MHz 

Input: 147.780 MHz 

Offset: +600 kHz - PL: 131.8 Hz 
(Conventional FM plus C4FM Capability) 

 

Output: 442.100 MHz 

Input: 447.100 MHz 

Offset: +5 MHz - PL: 131.8 Hz 
(Temporarily Conventional FM) 

 

Output: 1284.400 MHz 

Input: 1272.400 MHz 

Offset: -12.0 MHz 

PL Tone: None 
 

The above 3 repeaters are all  

located in Pitman, NJ 

GPS: 39.728481°, -75.131088° 
 

 

Output: 224.660 MHz 

Input: 223.060 MHz 

Offset: -1.6 MHz 

PL Tone: 131.8 Hz 

Location: Sewell, NJ 

GPS: 39.781382°, -75.099963° 

 

Meeting Calendar 
 

General Membership Meeting 
 

Wednesday, April 1, 2015 @ 1930 Hours 

Pfeiffer Community Center 

301 Blue Bell Road 

(Main Street and Blue Bell Road) 

Williamstown, NJ 
 

Board of Directors Meeting 
 

Wednesday, April 15, 2015 @ 1900 Hours 

GCARC Clubhouse 

Gloucester County 4-H Fairgrounds 

235 Bridgeton Pike (Rt 77), Mullica Hill, NJ 

 

Area Repeater Nets 

 
South Jersey Traffic Net 

Sunday @ 1900: 147.180 MHz 

Tuesday & Thursday @ 1900: 147.345 MHz 

 

N3MSS MS Event Communications Net 

Tuesday @ 1930: BEARS Repeater System 

 

SKYWARN™ Net 

Sunday @ 1945: 147.180 MHz 

 

Gloucester County ARES/RACES Net 

Sunday @ 2000: 147.180 MHz 

 

Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club - P. O. Box  370 - Pitman, NJ 08071 

 

April Club Meeting Program 
 

John Dilks, K2TQN 

 

Vintage Radio 

 
 

Club dues deadline has 

been extended to April 1, 

2015 

Ω 


