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2021 Club Officers 
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Vice President : 

Treasurer : 

Recording Secretary : 

Corresponding Secretary : 

Anthony Starr, K3TS 

Jeffrey Welsh, KD2AZI 

Alan Arrison, KB2AYU 

Karl Frank, W2KBF 

Ronald Block, NR2B 

Jeffrey Garth, WB2ZBN  (2019-2021) 

James Clark Sr, KA2OSV  (2021) 

Robert Durham, W2RAD  (2020-2022) 
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James Wright, N2GXJ (2019-2022)

Mark Gottlieb, KK2L (2020-2023)

Robert Fields, KC6AOH (2021-2024) 

Board of Directors - 3 year term 

This Month’s Calendar 
 

General Membership ZOOM Meeting 

Wednesday, April 7, 2021 @ 1930 
 

Tech Saturday Forum 
 

VE License Testing Session 

*** CANCELLED *** 
 

Board of Directors ZOOM Meeting 

Wednesday, April 21, 2021 @ 1900 

 

Tuesday Night 10 Meter Rag Chew Net 

Every Tuesday @ 2000 - 28.465 MHz 
 

Monday Night 2 Meter Digital Training Net 

Every Monday @ 1900 
 

Tuesday Morning 2 Meter Rag Chew Net 

Every Tuesday @ 1100 
 

Thursday Night 2 Meter Rag Chew Net 

Every Thursday @ 2000 
 

147.180 MHz & EchoLink : W2MMD-R 

Herb Dyer, KT2Y   (2020-2022) 

Charles Colabrese, WA2TML (2021-2023) 

William Price, NJ2S   (2021-2023) 
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President’s Message 

Spring is in the air! Hopefully, your antennas still are, too. An old ham saying goes that if your antenna sur-

vived the winter, you didn't build it big enough or put it up high enough! But now that the snow is gone, and 

the ground is soft, why not take advantage and put down a few more radials under that HF vertical, or start 

digging the hole for that new tower base. Because if you put it off and don't start now, before you know it, 

fall will be in the air and winter will be just around the corner! We have some good antenna knowledge 

within our Club, so if you want to do an antenna project, but don't know where to start, just ask, and the 

GCARC Elmers will be glad to help! 

 

The W2MMD Clubhouse Grounding Project is well under way. If you visited the Clubhouse in mid-March, 

you might have been shocked to see the HF station stripped bare and the walls opened up to the studs! This 

was good evidence of how quickly the project is moving along, thanks to the excellent planning by our 

Technical committee. And of course, where would we be without the knowledge and generosity of Ron 

Block, NR2B, who has not only engineered the design, but also donated many of the parts that we needed. 

The project itself could have very well been out of our reach were we not fortunate enough to have Ron as 

an active member. Our Club is fortunate indeed, in that we have such a collection of talent, knowledge, and 

resources that other radio clubs can only wish for. For me, it is a privilege to preside over such a great group 

of Club members. 

 

We are getting ever closer to Field Day, an event which many of us consider the highlight of the Amateur 

Radio year. A lot of planning goes into making it consistently great, but we also try to make improvements 

each year as well. Last year, many of our regulars did not show up due to the COVID situation, but hope-

fully this year that will be less of a factor. We had difficulty staffing some of the key stations last year, and 

you may have noticed that some of the band chairmen are already recruiting operators in an effort to resolve 

that difficulty in advance. If you are planning to operate a particular band / mode, or just would like to, it is 

important that you contact your band chairman and get signed up. With our membership, we should have no 

trouble putting 8 stations on the air at the starting gun, and keeping half of them on the air throughout the 

overnight shift. Just once I would like to see us take first in our class like we used to do. It can be done! 

 

Activity on our 2 meter repeater seems to be picking up somewhat, with the Club nets showing more check-

ins lately. I was recently thinking about putting a VHF radio in my truck, like I had for many years in the 

early days of my amateur career. In those days the repeater was buzzing with activity from before sunrise 

until well into the evening. The morning and afternoon drive times were especially busy. It was a great time 

for the Club, from a standpoint of us being so connected via on-air activity. I believe we can get some of 

that activity back just by monitoring one or all of the Club repeaters, and I would like to suggest that we all 

try that. Due to working from home, I am in the shack for many hours a day, and while I often monitor 2 

meters, it is usually .52 simplex. But I would gladly switch to the repeater if there were just more activity to 

listen to. So dust off that VHF radio and put your call sign out there. I will be listening for you. 

 

 

 

President’s Message - Continued on page 3 
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I was happy to learn that Tech Saturdays will be resuming before the Summer begins, and I am hoping we 

can do some other in-person events as well. I am about burned out on Zoom and Skype meetings myself. 

Between my job and three organizations that I belong to, I have had enough virtual meetings to last me the 

rest of my life. I promised that our first meeting back at the Pfeiffer Community Center would be a pizza 

night, and that promise still stands. Pizza night has traditionally been held in June, and I think that would be 

a very good time to shoot for. I am open to any comments or suggestions about this, as long as you email 

them to me, as I am often too busy working to take phone calls. 

 

This month we introduce four new Club members : 

 Doug Dersch, KD2VQA, of Mullica Hill 

 Larry Dial Jr, KI2LDD, of Mickleton 

 Matt Katsoris, WV2O, a returning member from Franklinville 

 Rolf Wurmbach, KD2VQG, of Pilesgrove 

 

Welcome to the Club and hope to SEE you ON-THE-AIR! 

 

That's all I have for now. I hope that all of you have spent the long winter months healthy, happy, and ON 

THE AIR! And I hope to see you all very soon! 73! 

 

de K3TS 

President’s Message - Continued from page 2 

Down Jersey DXing 
 

By Bill Grim, W0MHK 

 
Bill will be taking a hiatus from his monthly column until propagation and DXpeditions improve 

Sunday, April 4, 2021 
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Welcome New Club Members : 
 

Douglas Dersch, KD2VQA, who has a Technician Class license and lives in Mullica Hill, NJ. 

Larry Dial Jr, KI2LDD who has a Technician Class license and lives in Mickleton, NJ. 

Matthew Katsoris, WV2O (Returning Member), who has an Amateur Extra Class license and lives in 

Franklinville, NJ. 

Rolf Wurmbach, KD2VQG, who has a General Class license and lives in Pilesgrove, NJ. 

 

We are glad to have you as members of the Club and hope to see you regularly at Club meetings, events, and 

activities. We hope to hear you on the Monday night 10M Rag Chew Net. Also on the Monday night Digital 

Training Net, the Tuesday mornings and Thursday nights 2M Rag Chew Nets on our 2M Repeater or Echo-

Link node : W2MMD-R. 

Need a ride to a Club meeting, event, or activity? 
 

Just send a message to the Club’s e-mail reflector asking if a member can pick you up 
 

GCARC <at> MAILMAN <dot> QTH <dot> NET 
 

All Club members have access to this FREE e-mail service 

The W1UL Ham Cram Website 
www.ham-cram.com 

General Membership ZOOM Meeting 
 

Wednesday, April 7, 2021 @ 1930 Hours 
 

All members will be e-mailed the ZOOM log-in instructions 

Wednesday, April 14, 2021 @ 1900 - 2100 Hours : Online Webinar 

Friday, April 30, 2021 @ 1800 - 2000 Hours : Online Webinar 

 

Registration is required : www.weather.gov/phi/skywarn#training 

http://www.ham-cram.com
http://www.weather.gov/phi/skywarn#training
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Facebook w2mmd.org 

www.facebook.com/W2MMD twitter.com/w2mmd_gcarc 

   Tech Saturday Forum 

  April 7, 2021 @ 0900 Hours 

   W2MMD Clubhouse 
 

   *** CANCELLED *** 
 

We would like to invite all of our new members as well as our veteran members to our Tech Saturday Fo-

rums to help answer any questions and discuss any and all issues the new members have come across as 

they progress through the Amateur Radio Experience. 

 

The Discussion Theme is a QSO starting point - a way to initiate a conversation. All Tech Saturdays are an 

open QSO of all subjects of Amateur Radio interest. 

 

All questions are welcome as well as a venue for hams to show off their latest ham radio projects or gadgets. 

Have a problem programming that HT, we can help! Not sure what radio or antenna to buy, we can help! 

 

All Club Members who would like Clubhouse access to use its radio equipment would have to have some 

brief “Elmering” on the Clubhouse rules, such as using the alarm system, the A/C and heaters, the antenna 

system, and the radio equipment. 

 

All are welcome - Hams and Non-Hams - Club Members and Non-Club Members. Take a guided tour of 

our Clubhouse. Visit our HF and VHF/UHF/Satellite Operation Facilities and our vast antenna farm. 

 

The Tech Saturday Forum is held on the Saturday after the General Membership meeting. 

Club Elmers 
 

We are still looking for some more Club Elmers. If you would to add your name to the Elmer’s List, send 

your specialty to w2mmdgcarc@gmail.com. Here is what we have so far : 

 

 Tony Starr, K3TS : Antenna construction, contesting, and CW 

 Ken Bozarth, KN2U : Antennas 

 Jeff Welsh, KD2AZI : Boat anchor repair and operation, Raspberry Pi, Arduino, Python, 

POTA, Mobile Installation & Operating 

 Karl Frank, W2KBF : Digital Messaging (FLDIGI, Winlink) 

 Herb Dyer, KT2Y : DMR radios and programming 

 Ron Block, NR2B : Lightning protection and grounding 

http://www.facebook.com/W2MMD
twitter.com/w2mmd_gcarc
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DA’s and DIT’s 
 

>>Gary Reed, N2QEE, reports : There have been no local VE sessions so far this month. 

 

There will be sessions on March 27, 2021 and April 24, 2021 at the Vineland OEM at 9 AM. 

There are no walk-ins so you must register. The contact is : 

 Darrin Malone 

 856-982-9346 

 dbuggsy66@comcast.net 

 

In a discussion with the SJRA VE group, they also are lacking a venue for the exams. 

 

The final rule change for the $35 FCC application fee in the Federal Register does NOT take effect yet. The 

final rule change was published in the Federal Register on March 19, 2021. The $35 FCC application fee 

has an effective date of April 19 but the Amateur Radio fees are not yet been required. The fee changes out-

lined in this order will not take effect until the requisite notice has been provided to Congress, the FCC's 

information technology systems and internal procedures have been updated, and the Commission publishes 

notices in the Federal Register announcing the effective date. 

 

The ARRL VEC feels that this most likely be this summer. This will apply to New, Modification ( Upgrade 

and Sequential call sign changes), Renewal, and Vanity call sign requests. There will be no fee for Adminis-

trative Updates ( email or mailing address changes or name changes ). The instructions on the FCC Fee 

Schedule are for the applicant to pay application fees directly to the FCC via the License Manager System 

or Fee Filer System. The VEC's or VE teams will not have to collect the $35 fee at the session. The ARRL 

VEC exam fee will remain at $15. When the FCC application fee eventually takes effect, new and upgrade 

applicants will pay the exam session fee to the VE team as usual and then pay the $35 application fee di-

rectly to the FCC. 

 

It looks like fun times with future exam sessions. 

 

>>Congratulations to Mary Delemarre, W2TDS (ex. KD2PLH) on getting her Dad’s, (Steve Blasko) call-

sign. 

 

>>Blast From The Past Dept : In the April 2021 QST on page 20, there is an article about Al Helfrick, 

K2BLA building the Tuna Tin “S” QRPp transmitter. Albert Helfrick, K2BLA, is a Charter Member of 

our Club. He lives in Florida. 

 

>>Congratulations to Mathew Eickmeyer, AD2BL (ex. KD2UNX) on his new vanity callsign and for up-

grading to Amateur Extra Class. 

 

>>The family of Ray Schnapp, WB2NBJ, is having a mass and memorial for Ray on June 19, 2021. Mass 

at 10 am. at St Teresa's RC Church, 13 East Evesham Road, Runnemede, NJ. Memorial will follow. The 

family has asked me to get a head count of who would like to attend to the mass and/or the memorial. Please 

email me at "dif120@yahoo.com" by March 31, 2021. Thank you. Ron DiFalco, N2WYZ. 

 

Ray was Club President in 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004. Ray passed away on April 28, 2020. 

 

>>There is an updated version of EchoLink for Windows (the first update since 2007). Version 2.1.109. 

Go to www.echolink.org/download.htm. 

http://www.echolink.org/download.htm
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Southern NJ Section News : March 2021 
Tom Preiser N2XW SNJ Section Manager 

n2xw@arrl.org 
 

By now most the snow has gone and I don’t think there will be much 

more. Spring is just around the corner. With that there are many online Hamfests 

coming up with a lot of educational Forums.  

 

Recently there was the Orlando HamCation that was all virtual. Dave Minister 

NA2AA, the ARRL CEO spoke at this event along with Paul Gilbert KE5ZW, the 

ARRL Director of Emergency Operations. Dave NA2AA spoke about some of the upcoming changes that 

are coming for the ARRL. First, he talked about the Digital Transformation of the ARRL. The ARRL will be 

increasing their YouTube videos, and the Learning Center is going to have a new look come the Spring or 

Summer. There will also be new videos on licensing. The ARRL will be ramping up the Field Services 

Working Group this Spring. He wants to get members more involved and highlight members activities. In his 

five-year strategy he talked about creating more projects for members to participate in. Dave wants members 

to be more active on the radio. He also wants Amateur Radio Operators to be more active in their communi-

ties. The ARRL is also encouraging those operators who are not members of the ARRL to join as new bene-

fits are being planned. Dave will be speaking again at the QSO Today Virtual Ham Expo on March 12, 2021. 

https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com. 

 

Paul Gilbert KE5ZW spoke briefly on what is going on with Amateur Radio and Emergency Services. He 

encouraged ARES Members to take FEMA courses as well as AUXCOM, COMT and COML if they are 

available to them. He also encouraged operators to become familiar with the local public and emergency ser-

vice radio systems and how they work. Many operators have been asked to assist in using these systems. As 

many of you know ARES Connect will end in June of this year. There has been a committee formed to look 

into other types of systems to track ARES members and their activities. He hopes to have more information 

in the coming months. Lastly, he asked ARES groups to reach out to their served agencies and to strengthen 

the relationships with those agencies. 

 

The COMM Academy is being held April 10 and 11, 2021. The annual event has continued to evolve by pre-

senting keynotes and seminar tracks that engage beginners, intermediate and advanced users in technologies, 

served agency support, volunteer management, self-preparedness, and how volunteer and professional com-

munications are used, adapted and improved. Additional opportunities including a select group of Vendor 

and Sponsors exhibiting capabilities and the Communications and Interoperability vehicle display have also 

been added. The annual event has always focused on education for communication leaders, volunteers, and 

professionals. A name change seemed to be in order reflecting the new approach with the website. The Com-

munications Academy will now be known as The Comm Academy. The theme for 2021 is : Disasters Here, 

There, and Everywhere - Are We Ready? https://www.commacademy.org. 

 

Many clubs in our section remain active with ZOOM meetings : 

 The Holiday City Amateur Radio Club (http://www.hcarc.us) had a presentation about on An-

tenna Types by Larry Puccio K2QDY. 

 Recently the Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club (https://www.w2mmd.org) held a Fox 

Hunt in which eleven of their members took part. 

 The South Jersey DX Association (http://www.sjdxa.org) held a mini contest for its members 

to make at least one DX contact a day for 15 days. 

SNJ Section News - Continued on page 8 

http://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com
http://www.commacademy.org
http://www.hcarc.us
http://www.w2mmd.org
http://www.sjdxa.org
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 The South Jersey Radio Association (http://www.sjra.org) continues to work on relocating 

their remote station to the Deer Park Fire Company in Cherry Hill. The fire company has allowed 

them to use some space in the firehouse. 

 The Burlington County Radio Club (http://www.k2td-bcrc.org) has started the BCRC Chal-

lenge. In this challenge, club members must work at least 3 stations in each state QSO parties. 

The contacts are submitted to the club. Whoever works the greatest number of QSO parties will 

be the winner. 

 

Please let me know what activities your club or organization is doing. A big thank you to all the clubs who 

share their newsletter with me. 

 

Remember to please take some time to get on the air even if its only once a day. 

SNJ Section News - Continued from page 7 

To All Atlantic Division ARRL Members : 
 

Contrary to what you may have heard or read, the collection of application fees for the ama-

teur radio service and certain other services will NOT begin on April 19, 2021. 

 

Although April 19, 2021 is the date the rules in the FCC Report and Order adopted last De-

cember generally take effect – i.e., one month after the R&O was published in the March 19, 

2021 Federal Register - certain parts of those rules, including collection of the application fees for the ama-

teur radio service, will NOT begin on that date. 

  

The effective date for new amateur radio fees has not yet been established. The FCC explicitly states in the 

published Notice that the fees will not take effect until : 

 The requisite notice has been provided to Congress; AND 

 The FCC’s information technology systems and internal procedures have been updated; AND 

 The Commission publishes [FUTURE] notice(s) in the Federal Register announcing the effective 

date of such rules. 

 

The League’s counsel for FCC matters estimates that the effective start date for collecting the fees will be 

some time this Summer, but regardless of the exact timing we will have advance notice. 

 

Tom Abernethy, W3TOM 

Director, Atlantic Division 

w3tom@arrl.org 

Thursday, April 15, 2021 

http://www.sjra.org
http://www.k2td-bcrc.org
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Southern NJ Section News : April 2021 
Tom Preiser N2XW SNJ Section Manager 

n2xw@arrl.org 

 

Many amateur radio clubs continue to be active even with all the restrictions on 

meeting. Clubs have put together many activities to keep members active. Some 

clubs are running contests while others continue to have educational presentations 

online. There has also been a great increase in those taking Amateur Radio tests. 

Many clubs have resumed testing in some shape or form. It looks like many have 

taken time during quarantine to study for their Technician license or upgrade. Some 

tests are given outside while others are in large rooms spread apart with good ventilation. It seems that candi-

dates don’t mind traveling to take the tests either. Some people have driven almost two hours to take a test. 

 

In other news about testing, contrary to what you may have heard or read, the collection of application fees 

for the Amateur Radio Service and certain other services will NOT begin on April 19, 2021. Although April 

19, 2021 is the date the rules in the FCC Report and Order adopted last December generally take effect - i.e., 

one month after the R&O was published in the March 19, 2021 Federal Register - certain parts of those rules, 

including collection of the application fees for the Amateur Radio Service, will NOT begin on that date. 

 

The effective date for new Amateur Radio fees has not yet been established. The FCC explicitly states in the 

published notice that the fees will not take effect until : 

 

 The requisite notice has been provided to Congress; AND 

 The FCC’s information technology systems and internal procedures have been updated; AND 

 The Commission publishes [FUTURE] notice(s) in the Federal Register announcing the effective 

date of such rules. 

 

The League’s counsel for FCC matters estimates that the effective start date for collecting the fees will be 

sometime this Summer, but regardless of the exact timing we will have advance notice. 

 

Keep in mind that one can only renew their Amateur license within 90 days in advance of the expiration 

date. If you, or a club station license you are trustee for, are within that 90-day window now, I'd renew as 

soon as possible to avoid the new fee. 

 

If you are thinking of switching to a vanity call sign, I'd also seriously suggest you apply for that special call 

sign sooner rather than later. (Of course, if you are an Extra class seeking a new shorter 1X2 or 2X1 call 

sign, competition for those calls in the future MIGHT be a bit less due to the new fees! We'll see...) 

 

Remember to check the latest editions of “QST” and “On the Air” Magazine to see the latest information on 

Solar Cycle 25. Solar Cycle 25 is finally here, so now is a good time to review some basics, including what 

solar minimums and sunspots are and why they’re important for Amateur Radio. After reviewing what we 

know from Cycles 23 and 24, we’ll be able to make some predictions about what we can expect from Solar 

Cycle 25. 

 

Remember to take some time to get on the radio. Lets keep those airwaves active. 



CrossTalk     April 2021 10 

Local Clubs : How Are They Important And How Can They Help? 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 

 

Have you ever reflected on how lucky we are to be part of such an active and vibrant radio club? 

 

I stumbled upon an article by Mark Haverstock, K8MSH, which makes the case for how important clubs like 

ours are, highlighting seven areas where they can help. It made me think of our own club. 

 

As a teaser, do you see any of GCARC in this list? 

 

1. Mutual Aid : Together, club members can do way more than any individual 

2. Camaraderie : Clubs help Hams meet other Hams 

3. Tech Support : Ham radio is such a diverse hobby, no one can know everything about everything. 

It’s tough when faced with radio information overload. Clubs can help with that 

4. VE testing : Local testing opportunities, administered by trained club members 

5. Community Service : Providing volunteer communications support for various local activities 

6. Shared Resources : Such as repeaters, routinely used for chats, nets, and local communications. 

These can be pressed into service when there’s a severe weather warning, or local emergency 

7. Sponsoring Ham Events : Clubs sponsor local hamfests, and swap meets, and sponsor or partici-

pate in on-air special events 

 

Please take a look at Mark’s complete list, and detailed descriptions of each point for yourself. Here’s the 

link : 

https://www.onallbands.com/local-clubs-how-are-they-important-and-how-can-they-help%ef%bb%

bf/ 

 

Are there any more that you would like to add to the list? Let me know what you think. 

 

Editor’s note : DX Engineering gives Gloucester County (NJ) Amateur Radio Club permission to excerpt 

the article "Local Clubs : How Are They Important and How Can They Help?" published on DX Engi-

neering’s OnAllBands blog in its CrossTalk newsletter 

Alone on Mars without the possibility of human 

intervention, how does the Perseverance rover stay 

powered? 

 

https://www.allaboutcircuits.com/news/powering-

perseverance-how-nasa-provides-electricity-to-a-rover-

on-mars 

http://www.onallbands.com/local-clubs-how-are-they-important-and-how-can-they-help%ef%bb%bf
http://www.onallbands.com/local-clubs-how-are-they-important-and-how-can-they-help%ef%bb%bf
http://www.allaboutcircuits.com/news/powering-perseverance-how-nasa-provides-electricity-to-a-rover-on-mars
http://www.allaboutcircuits.com/news/powering-perseverance-how-nasa-provides-electricity-to-a-rover-on-mars
http://www.allaboutcircuits.com/news/powering-perseverance-how-nasa-provides-electricity-to-a-rover-on-mars
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Thursday Night 2 Meter Rag Chew Net 

147.180 MHz Repeater 

EchoLink : W2MMD-R 

Every Thursday @ 2000 Hours 
 

This net has an alternating net control operator 

Here is the schedule for the upcoming weeks 
 

Mary Delemarre, W2TDS : April 1, 2021 

Steve Farney, W2SEF : April 8, 2021 

Gary Mirkin, WA3SVW : April 15, 2021 

Jeff Garth, WB2ZBN : April 22, 2021 

Greg Ciraula, W5DO : April 29, 2021 

Mary Delemarre, W2TDS : May 6, 2021 

Steve Farney, W2SEF : May 13, 2021 

Gary Mirkin, WA3SVW : May 20, 2021 

Jeff Garth, WB2ZBN : May 27, 2021 

Greg Ciraula, W5DO : June 3, 2021 
 

If anyone would like to be a net control operator, please notify Jeff WB2ZBN 

Tuesday Morning 2M Rag Chew Net 

1100 Hours 

Net Control Hosts : Steve, W2SEF & Greg, W5DO  

147.180 MHz Repeater & EchoLink - W2MMD-R 
If you would like to be a control operator for this net, please contact Steve, W2SEF 

Digital Training Net 

147.180 MHz Repeater & EchoLink : W2MMD-R 

Every Monday @ 1900 Hours 
 

Gary WA3SVW and Bob KD2NEC have started a Digital Training Net on Monday Nights @ 1900 

Hours, on the Club’s 147.180 MHz Repeater & EchoLink W2MMD-R. 

 

We have averaged 11 participants on each of the first two sessions. 

 

The purpose of this net is to : 

 Introduce more Amateur Radio operators to digital modes such as MT63, PSK31, RTTY, 

Olivia and many others. 

 Dedicate more “on-air” time for practicing with digital modes, to become and remain pro-

ficient and prepared for emergencies. 

 

If you are interested in joining us, please go to the “Digital Training Net” page on our website, where 

you can download FLDIGI software from the Source Forge FLDIGI Download Site or the 

W1HKJ.COM site, Gary's two part training course files, and the three handouts PDFs. 
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Regional (Atlantic & Hudson Divisions) Hamfests & Events 
 

April 17, 2021 : Sussex Amateur Radio Association, DELMARVA Hamfest - ARRL Delaware State Con-

vention, Cheer Community Center, 20520 Sand Hill Road, Georgetown, DE. 

www.radioelectronicsexpo.com   *** CANCELLED *** 
 

April 18, 2021 : Two Rivers Amateur Radio Club, TRARC 49th Annual Amateur Radio/Computer Show, 

McKeesport Palisades, 100 Fifth Avenue, McKeesport, PA. www.trarc.net 

WARC 2021 Hamfest & ARRL EPA Convention 

Sunday, May 2, 2021 

Bucks County Community College 

Bristol, PA 

www.k3dn.org/hamfest 

Splitrock Amateur Radio Association 

2021 North Jersey Tailgate Hamfest 

Saturday, May 15, 2021 

Roxbury Senior Center 

Succasunna, NJ 

www.splitrockara.org 

http://www.radioelectronicsexpo.com
http://www.trarc.net
http://www.k3dn.org/hamfest
http://www.splitrockara.org
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Getting My Dad’s Call Sign 
By Mary Delemarre, W2TDS (Formally KD2PLH) 
 

My dad, Steve Blasko, known to hams as W2TDS passed away on De-

cember 30, 2020. He had been a ham since he was a teenager, even be-

fore he was an electronics technician in the Navy. He learned about ham 

radio while at Merchantville High School in an after-school club. He 

was 17 when he got his ham ticket and his driver's license. Some of my 

earliest memories are of my dad saying "CQ CQ this is W2TDS Whis-

key Two Tango Delta Sierra calling CQ". When I was six I moved up-

stairs into the bedroom he had built for me. My mom and dad did not 

have enough money to pay for a finished second floor, so dad did it him-

self. I cannot think of my bedroom without remembering going to sleep 

with the crazy sounds of the antennas blowing in the wind. 
 

The idea to get my dad's call sign was suggested to me by my brother, Stephen Jr., just after we had said a 

toast to my dad. We had just come back from arraigning his funeral. It all seemed so surreal. Two months 

earlier he had been driving, paying bills, walking and talking, and now he was dead. At the end he wasn't 

even able to talk, but he passed away peacefully looking at my mom, his wife of 55 years. I was glad I was 

there when he passed, I had been able to say goodbye to the man who had raised me to become the person I 

am today. I probably would not be an electrical engineer or a ham without his encouragement and guidance. 

He was always encouraging me to get my license, especially after I got my Electrical Engineering degree 

from Rutgers and the Morse code requirement was dropped. I had thought about it from time to time, but fi-

nally did something about it when I attended a ham cram session at the Trenton Computer Festival and 

passed the test. I waited a few months to tell my dad. I told him on father's day. He was so happy and said it 

was the best present ever. The next day he drove down to HRO in Delaware and bought me my rig - a Yaesu 

857d. 
 

But was I worthy of his call sign and could I get it with just a technician’s license? I wasn't sure what to do, 

but I knew the members of the Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club would help me if I asked for help. I 

got lots of encouragement and advice from them and it helped me navigate what to do. 
 

I did a lot of research to better understand call signs, vanity signs and how to get vanity signs. I learned that 

the FCC wants to start charging hams licensing fees. I did not know if that had gone into effect and the FCC 

website certainly did not help clear up my confusion. 
 

From my research I learned that the rules of vanity call signs had relaxed and I would be able to qualify for 

my dad's call sign with a technician class. For more information on vanity signs please refer to : 

https://www.fcc.gov/wireless/bureau-divisions/mobility-division/amateur-radio-service/amateur-call-

sign-systems. I also learned that the FCC fees for ham vanity call signs had not been implemented. 
 

My first attempt to get my dad's call sign failed, because he still had the call sign. I needed to alert the FCC 

that he had passed before I could request it as next of kin. 
 

MAIL METHOD : "The license of the former holder now deceased must show a status of expired or 

cancelled in the licensee database. See Section 97.31(a). This is accomplished by submitting a request 

that includes a death certificate or obituary that shows the person named in the operator/primary sta-

tion license grant has died. Such a request may be submitted as a pleading associated with the de-

ceased licensee's license and sent to : FCC, 1270 Fairfield Road, Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245 

Getting My Dad’s Callsign - Continued on page 14 

http://www.fcc.gov/wireless/bureau-divisions/mobility-division/amateur-radio-service/amateur-call-sign-systems
http://www.fcc.gov/wireless/bureau-divisions/mobility-division/amateur-radio-service/amateur-call-sign-systems
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ELECTRONIC METHOD : You can submit all the information via the FCC’s support web page by 

clicking on “Submit a Help Request”: https://www.fcc.gov/wireless/available-support-services. At 

the bottom of the help request page you can attach a file if needed before submitting the notice to 

FCC. 

 

I chose the electronic method. I attached an electronic copy of the death certificate and included links to the 

obituary. I also mentioned that I was planning to request his call sign. 

 

The website says "Allow FCC one to two weeks to cancel the license. You can verify the FCC has 

canceled the license by looking up the FCC license call sign data at https://www.fcc.gov/wireless/

systems-utilities/universal-licensing-system. If the license has been canceled, FCC will show the 

license STATUS as "CANCELED"." 

 

About a week or so later I checked. Please refer to Figure 1 below. 

 

Now that my dad's call had been canceled, I resumed my electronic application for my dad's call sign. It was 

still pending from my first attempt. 

 

According to the FCC website "After the license is canceled in the system, the eligible family mem-

ber will have a limited amount of time to apply for the call sign depending on the date of death. The 

time allowed may be as little as 30 days or up to 2 years to apply for the call sign as a vanity call sign 

before it goes back into the pool of available call signs." 

 

“An eligible family member would apply under the eligibility : CLOSE RELATIVE OF FORMER 

HOLDER. 

 

The applying amateur must have their FRN (Federal Registration Number) and their CORES/License 

password to log in to the FCC's online Filing System : https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/

licManager/login.jsp. Filing online is fairly easy and you will know immediately the FCC has re-

ceived the request and that the application was completed correctly.” 

 

“If you have any questions or issues with the password to login, you can call the CORES help desk.   

FCC CORES/FRN Help Line: 877-480-3201 (Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. ET). Once you have logged in, 

applying for a vanity call sign online is very easy and should take less than 5 minutes”. 

 

 

 

 

Getting My Dad’s Callsign - Continued from page 13 
 

Getting My Dad’s Callsign - Continued on page 15 

http://www.fcc.gov/wireless/available-support-services
http://www.fcc.gov/wireless/systems-utilities/universal-licensing-system
http://www.fcc.gov/wireless/systems-utilities/universal-licensing-system
http://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
http://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
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It took about 5 minutes. I chose CLOSE RELATIVE and I believe I mentioned I was his daughter. See Fig-

ure 2 below for the confirmation of my request to get W2TDS. 

 

It takes the FCC about 18 days to issue the new call sign. I checked every few days and finally on March 16th 

I was W2TDS. Refer to Figure 3 below. 

 

I also had to register my new call sign with http://www.echolink.org so I can continue participating on the 

2M Thursday net rag chew using EchoLink. 

 

Speaking of which, I would like to thank the 2M Thursday net crew for their encouragement and help in get-

ting my dad's call sign. I would especially like to thank Vinnie N4NYY and Steve W2SEF for the detailed 

emails. 

 

I hope I can live up to my dad's legacy as W2TDS. 

 

73, 

Mary Delemarre 

W2TDS 

Getting My Dad’s Callsign - Continued from page 14 

http://www.echolink.org
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Grounding Project Update - March 16, 2021 
By Jon Pearce, WB2MNF 

 

The grounding project for the HF room is proceeding well with a solid group of volun-

teers working on the project. The overall objective of this project is to provide a suffi-

cient grounding system such that a nearby lightning strike is unlikely to damage equip-

ment within the Clubhouse. The project involves rewiring the AC power lines in each 

area such that all are on lightning protector devices, providing similar protection for antennas, rotator cables, 

networking cables and any other wiring within the Clubhouse. We’re fortunate that Ron Block, NR2B is a 

well-known expert in this area and has provided significant guidance, along with hundreds of dollars of pro-

tective equipment from his business. He and Frank N3PUU developed a detailed plan for the project and 

enlisted a small group of volunteers. On Saturday, March 13, 2021, Sheldon K2MEN, Len W2LFR, and 

Mike K2MRP joined Frank to remove the paneling (the equipment had previously been removed), remove 

existing wiring and install new circuit boxes and AC wiring that will comply with the plan. 

 

A confounding factor in the project was the network wiring that runs from the networking cabinet in the 

VHF room through the length of the Clubhouse to the HF room. This creates a risk of damage if the Club-

house is struck by lightning. Several options were considered with the most workable being to replace the 

wiring with non-conductive fiber optic cable. This required running flexible conduit through the ceiling the 

entire length of the Clubhouse from behind the wall of the HF room into the networking cabinet in the VHF 

room. This took Frank and Len most of Sunday, March 14, 2021 to fish cables through the Clubhouse ceiling 

and follow it with the conduit. At this point the conduit is in place and ready for installation of the fiber optic 

cable. 

 

Over the next few weeks the team will complete the wiring, install new paneling to replace the old paneling 

that was patched and damaged, installing the copper stripping with plywood backing on which the protective 

devices will be mounted, and finally reinstall the equipment. Hopefully that process will be completed by 

mid-April. (More pictures on the “W2MMD Clubhouse Grounding Project” page) 

Figure 1 Len, Frank, and Sheldon remove the paneling 
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Generator : 

 Replace/Fix Radiator 

 Perform Maintenance 

 

Front Flood Lights : 

 Adjust Lights 

 

Back Steps : 

 Spray Mold 

 Power Wash 

 Paint 

 

Install New Door & Screen Door 

 

Install New Toilet 

Shed : 

 Clean Out Shed 

 Paint Siding 

 Install Electrical Wiring 

 Install Lights 

 Build Ramp 

 Secure Roof 

 

Power Washing : 

 Trailer Siding 

 Back Steps 

 

Painting : 

 Front Steps 

 Back  Steps 

 Power Pole 

 Club Sign 

2021 Clubhouse Projects 

We have a 5 gallon bucket of white paint in the Clubhouse. I have a power washer at home that I can 

bring to the Clubhouse for someone to use. For more information about these projects, please contact 

Jeff WB2ZBN. 

Cartoon courtesy of Bill W4WCS 
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It's Been A Rough Year For Everyone! 

Now On To The Good Stuff.... 
By Herb Dyer, KT2Y 

 

When I got my tech ticket in Jan 2017, I bought a inexpensive HT and 

I thought : what next? I got an invite to a GCARC Club meeting by 

then Prez Harry, and took him up on the offer. After the meeting, I 

plunked down my dues and joined the Club if only to have the oppor-

tunity to figure out what in the heck they were talking about. (I come 

from IT, not electronics). Seemed like a nice enough bunch but they surely were talking a different language. 

 

After the slow drip of radio info for several months online, it was not until June 2017 where this dry sponge 

got caught in front of a fire hose of Ham tech, i.e. Field Day. My other hobby is motorcycle camping, I got 

the idea of turning FD into a camping trip at the Clubhouse. Put up my tent, cot, sun shade, lanterns, and 

other camping goodies on Friday evening and helped with setup, grass maintenance, antennas. Some anten-

nas that last saw paid duty in the deserts of Iraq! "Hey, over here! Grab this rope, hold tight"" Um. yes sir! 

 

On Saturday morning, I awoke in my tent at 5AM, turned on my HT to the Club repeater, and got a brutal 

education in another then unknown Ham Tech, SKYWARN. The announcement for a severe weather alert 

for the county and to *IMMEDIATELY TAKE SHELTER!* I'm in a tent in an open field, WTF?! I forgot to 

wear my brown pants! I got out of my tent as the wind howled, rain started, and looked north, and saw a 

black cloud line worthy of a sci-fi invasion movie on top of me. I swear I heard it growl. I weighed 350 lbs 

then, and it my first terrified sprint in decades years as I raced for the Clubhouse as all heck broke loose. It 

was 20 minutes of weather mayhem and the tents set up the night before got guy line testing above and be-

yond the manufacturer's published guidance. (Some tents didn't pass the test.) 

 

The emergency passed, the sun came out, and we put stuff back together, and plowed on with a fantastic 

weekend. I learned more about this hobby that weekend than I did in a dozen QST magazines. Want to learn 

digital modes? Want to see ninja CW in action? Curious how to track satellites? Want to know what fighting 

through a pileup looks like? Want to get trapped in one yourself? Want to see every type of antenna and what 

it's capable of? It's all packed into 1 weekend onslaught. 

 

Another aspect is that an opportunity to get to know the Club members outside of the radio, and the meet-

ings. (and the reflector hi hi). My sun shade turned into a cigar toting rag chew, where I was getting stories 

of field days gone past, Club history, Silent Key's sorely missed, and a lot of other well embellished stories. 

(On subsequent fields days it was proven these were embellished, as the same stories where retold with much 

better endings, increased heroics, as the nobility of the storyteller reached new heights.). It is a 100% radio 

weekend and the info being passed about made me upset I was not taking better notes. Information over-

whelm. 

 

When the event was over I was mentally and physically exhausted and never felt so great. I realized driving 

home after that first FD, these curmudgeons are not knitting sweaters, but engaging in tool kits that SAVE 

LIVES! (When the news of Hurricane Maria came out of Puerto Rico a few years later, and the ARRL sent 

50 hams to the island to help, I KNEW EXACTLY what they were doing, what they were carrying on the 

planes, (and could have joined them if required), because I attended Field Day! 

 

 

It’s Been A Rough Year - Continued on page 19 
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I eventually bought an off the grid solar power camping kit for backup power for devices, and was at a meet-

ing talking about how I got my 2M mobile unit running off it with a ladder antenna over a tree. Camping 

ham radio was the goal. Little did I know that FD has a solar powered radio category, and our solar powered 

VHF/UHF simplex station was born. With a tape measure beam antenna, a human rotor (complete with 

sound effects) this 25W radio does simplex for 50 miles with a beam. How many 2m rigs are in a 50 mile 

radius? Those contacts are worth as many points as the ones on HF (the first 5 get 100 points). We flipped 

that antenna horizontal last year, and we got a 1C contact, an airplane flying over Blue Bell PA, this medio-

cre ham's most awesome contact. Those with freshly minted tech licenses have a seat waiting for them at FD, 

and can rack up points. 

 

I have a plan of attack this year to use the repeater networks leading up to FD to get a every VHF/UHF rig in 

the area monitoring simplex that day, and scoop up the contacts. 

 

One of the myths of Field Day is that it requires full weekend commitment from everyone involved. While 

this could be true for the band chairs, there are plenty of opportunities for 4 or 6 hour shifts to help out all 

weekend. Aside from antenna construction early Sat, and disassembly later Sunday : Do you suffer from in-

somnia? Find yourself sleepwalking at 3AM with a HT calling CQ? We can put your ailment to good use! 

The west coast opens up often after midnight on Saturday night, and the day operators are too bushed to 

scoop up those west coast stations. An overnight shift from well napped members after midnight could be 

gold for the Club point totals, and does not require an all weekend commitment. If you have a free hours 

over that weekend, please don't shy away under the myth a full weekend commitment is required. Reach out! 

The training on the logging software takes 5 minutes! Even the daytime operators would love a water/snack 

break in the daytime. 

 

The event comes once a year, and it's an incredible opportunity to take your ham game to the next level. 

 

Thanks for reading my tripe, 

Herb KT2Y (Band Chair Solar 2M/70cm) 

(PS : Can you tell I am already excited for Field Day?) 

It’s Been A Rough Year - Continued from page 18 

Wednesday, April 7, 2021 
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The Saga Of New Albion - Better Known As New Jersey And Environs 
By Alex Calabrese, WA2ADS 

 

Part I 

 

What’s in a name you might ask? Well, depending on time and place, a lot! I’ve had a 

long interest in the history of South Jersey. The names of places in these parts fascinate 

me. I recently read a book by historian and artist, Hal Taylor. The title of which is 

“Before Penn - An Illustrated History of the Delaware River Colonies-1609 to 

1682.” If you are a history nut like me, that’s one impressive title. This is a story about 

what might have been. If you live in South Jersey and things had turned out differently, 

you might say you’re from New Netherlands, New Sweden, East Jersey, West Jersey, 

or even Fenwick’s Tenth. This article is about none of those places; this tome is about 

New Albion. Yes, if things had worked out differently, you’d be a subject, not a resi-

dent or a citizen, but a subject of New Albion. 

 

Author Taylor dedicates part of his history to the fascinating and very humorous, 

one Sir Edmund Plowden. While the Spanish and French probably sailed along the 

New Jersey coast and into the Delaware Bay, we will just concern ourselves with 

the Dutch, Swedes, and English. The Dutch and Swedes set up Trading Companies 

made up mostly of wealthy merchants and politicians to explore the “New World”, 

though it was not so “new” to the folks already here, the Native Americans. The 

English issued charters, essentially land grants, from Newfoundland to Florida with-

out any regard to who was already there. The thing about being a king is that you 

need money to fight wars and build castles. Why deplete your own wealth when 

you can borrow money from some other guy with a title, or some rich landowner? 

 

Well, it seems that even kings must pay back their loans. And in the 17th century they rarely did it with 

money. No, the rulers of Great Britain issued charters. Ya want a hunk of Maryland, Delaware, Pennsyl-

vania, or New Jersey? Fine, here is a charter saying that plot of land is all yours. Of course, the fact that King 

Charter Giver issued a charter for that same part or parts of land to some guy before mattered not. Just write 

off that debt. It’s all good. 

 

Well, the Dutch sunk their hooks into our beautiful Delaware Bayshore and Valley first. They built some 

forts and traded with the natives for furs, namely beaver, which was the rage for making hats. But being 

Dutch, they were a bit overbearing, and you guessed it - the locals burnt down the fort and killed the inhabi-

tants. Well, things were going great for the Dutch until who showed up, the Swedes and the English, in that 

order. Ironically, the Swedes land in what is now Delaware, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey with Finnish set-

tlers and Dutch sea captains and soldiers. Life in Europe during the Thirty, really Forty, Years’ War was 

fluid. The Swedes were much better traders with the Native Americans than the Dutch. They just wanted a 

few trading posts and to trade for furs. So, they had less conflicts with the Native Americans. There was no 

trust between the Dutch and the Swedes. The one thing they agreed upon was that they could not stomach the 

English. Despite the back-and-forth bickering, things in the Delaware Valley were going along smoothly and 

who should show up? The inventors of the sandwich, those little ol’ charter holders, the English. If you are 

confused, do not worry, it will become more confusing. 

 

Part II in the May 2021 Issue 
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FM Simplex Test 
By Karl Frank, W2KBF 

 

On Sunday, March 21, 2021, Gloucester County ARES/RACES conducted a FM Simplex 

Test as part of the weekly net that is held 8 PM every Sunday on the W2MMD 2M Re-

peater. The purpose of this test was a) to gather data on how messages might be passed during a communica-

tions emergency in the event the repeater is not available and b) to allow operators to evaluate how well their 

stations are getting out. All radio amateurs were invited to participate and we had several check-ins from Sa-

lem, Cumberland, and Camden Counties. Upon check in, each station was asked to QSY to 146.535 MHz 

and make a brief test transmission, then return to the repeater frequency. All other participating stations also 

tuned to 146.535 MHz and recorded signal reports, which were forwarded to GC-ARES Coordinator Karl 

W2KBF. Results are shown in the following table : 

FM Simplex Test - Continued on page 22 



CrossTalk     April 2021 22 

FM Simplex Test - Continued from page 21 

Transmitting Stations 

Presented to Charlie 

for his work in getting 

new fire extinguishers 

for the Clubhouse 
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ARRL Board Considers Plan to Cover New $35 FCC Fee for Some 

Young Applicants 
 

At its Annual Meeting in January, the ARRL Board of Directors considered a motion to offer a new 

service that would pay the new but not-yet-implemented $35 FCC application fee for a limited num-

ber of new radio amateurs younger than age 18 who, at the time of testing, belonged to an ARRL Af-

filiated 501(c)(3) charitable organization and passed their tests through an ARRL VEC-sponsored exam ses-

sion. The proposal called for reducing the VEC fee for these candidates to $5. 

 

The initial proposal came from ARRL Southeastern Division Director Mickey Baker, N4MB. Other Board 

members offered subsidiary motions. Supporters said the purpose behind the motion was to ameliorate the 

potential financial hardship the pending FCC application fee posed on certain minors applying for their first 

license, and to encourage new youth membership. 

 

Consideration of the motion, which was subject to considerable discussion, was deferred to an ad hoc com-

mittee composed of the members of the Administration & Finance Committee, two Members of the Pro-

grams & Services Committee, and ARRL CEO David Minster, NA2AA (or his designated representative). 

The Board directed the panel to review and more fully develop the proposal and report back to the Board by 

the end of March with a recommendation as to whether such a program should be adopted and, if adopted, 

how it should be implemented. 

 

Supporters expressed the belief that recruitment and training of young radio amateurs “is a necessary and 

proper mission of the ARRL” and that subsidizing the $35 fee “will reduce the number of new amateurs that 

otherwise would be lost from these groups.” 

 

In December, the FCC agreed with ARRL and other commenters that the initially proposed $50 fee for cer-

tain amateur radio applications was “too high to account for the minimal staff involvement in these applica-

tions.” In a Report and Order (R&O - https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-20-184A1.pdf), the 

FCC scaled back to $35 the fee for a new license application, a special temporary authority (STA) request, a 

rule waiver request, a license renewal application, and a vanity call sign application. All fees are per applica-

tion. There will be no fee for administrative updates, such as a change of mailing or email address. 

 

As the FCC noted in its R&O, although some commenters supported the proposed $50 fee as reasonable and 

fair, “ARRL and many individual commenters argued that there was no cost-based justification for applica-

tion fees in the Amateur Radio Service.” 

 

“After reviewing the record, including the extensive comments filed by amateur radio licensees and based on 

our revised analysis of the cost of processing mostly automated processes discussed in our methodology sec-

tion, we adopt a $35 application fee, a lower application fee than the Commission proposed in the NPRM for 

personal licenses, in recognition of the fact that the application process is mostly automated,” the FCC said 

in the R&O. No fee would apply to minor modifications or administrative updates, which, the FCC noted, 

“are highly automated.” 

 

The FCC turned away the arguments of some commenters that the FCC should exempt amateur radio licen-

sees. The FCC stated that it has no authority to create an exemption “where none presently exists.” The FCC 

also disagreed with those who argued that amateur radio licensees should be exempt from fees because of 

their public service contribution during emergencies and disasters. 

ARRL Board New FCC Fee Young Applicants - Continued on page 24 

http://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-20-184A1.pdf
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The FCC has directed the Office of Managing Director, in consultation with relevant offices and bureaus, to 

draft a notice for publication in the Federal Register announcing when rule changes will become effective, 

“once the relevant databases, guides, and internal procedures have been updated.” 

 

Article Credit : The ARRL Letter for February 18, 2021 - www.arrl.org 

ARRL Board New FCC Fee Young Applicants - Continued from page 23 

January 2021 Volunteer Monitor Program Report 
 

The Volunteer Monitor (VM) Program is a joint initiative between ARRL and the FCC to enhance 

compliance in the Amateur Radio Service. 

 

In January 2021, Volunteer Monitors reported 2,277 hours monitoring the HF frequencies and 2,162 

hours monitoring VHF frequencies and above. 

 

The Volunteer Monitor Coordinator issued 11 Advisory Notices. An Advisory Notice is an attempt to re-

solve rule violation issues informally before FCC intervention : 

 Operators in Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Centralia, Washington; Edmond, Oklahoma; Fontana, Cali-

fornia, and Orleans, Massachusetts, received advisories concerning operation outside their license 

class. 

 An operator in Thorn Hill, Tennessee, received an advisory concerning interference. 

 An operator in Ridgely, Tennessee, received an advisory regarding excessive bandwidth. 

 Operators in Miami, Florida; Friendly, West Virginia; Collinsville, Illinois, and Keansburg, New 

Jersey, received advisories concerning station ID issues. 

 An operator in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, received an advisory regarding improper use of a lin-

ear amplifier. 

 

ARRL had two meetings in January with FCC Enforcement Bureau personnel. - Thanks to Riley 

Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, VM Program Administrator 

 

Article Credit : The ARRL Letter for March 4, 2021 - www.arrl.org 

Ham Bootcamp Program To Be Offered in April 
 

The Nashua Area Radio Society (NARS - https://

www.n1fd.org) will again offer its popular Ham Bootcamp 

program on Saturday, April 24. Bootcamp is free and includes 

demonstrations and tutorials designed to help newly licensed 

Technician-, General-, and Amateur Extra-class hams get on the air. It 

is also a great opportunity for prospective radio amateurs to learn what 

the hobby has to offer. Bootcamp additions include "Learning Morse 

Code." Registration and more information is on the Ham Bootcamp 

web page (https://www.n1fd.org/ham-bootcamp). - Thanks to NARS 

President Fred Kemmerer, AB1OC 

 

Article Credit : The ARRL Letter for March 11, 2021 - www.arrl.org 

http://www.arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org
http://www.n1fd.org
http://www.n1fd.org
http://www.n1fd.org/ham-bootcamp
http://www.arrl.org
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Chattanooga-Area Hams Seek Community During Pandemic 
 

The Chattanooga Times Free Press reports (https://news.yahoo.com/chattanooga-area-ham-radio-

operators-220000947.html) that in the wake of the deaths of two radio ama-

teurs, the Lone Ranger Wellness Net was established to check on members 

each evening. The system of nightly radio checks gives affected hams a way to 

signal if they need help. The net meets every evening at 7 PM local, 7 days a week. Jim 

Gifford, KM4MPF, a 44-year-old Chattanooga businessman, said the Lone Ranger Net 

was established after one elderly radio operator died of natural causes and another died 

at his home due to an accident. In both cases, their deaths were not immediately known 

to friends and family members, he told the newspaper. "Now, if someone in the Lone 

Ranger Net fails to check in on any given night, they get a text, a phone call, or even a 

knock on the door to make sure all is okay," Gifford said. 

 

Article Credit : The ARRL Letter for March 11, 2021 - www.arrl.org 

February 2021 Volunteer Monitor Program Report 
 

The Volunteer Monitor (VM) Program is a joint initiative between ARRL and the FCC to enhance 

compliance in the Amateur Radio Service. 

 

To date, Volunteer Monitors during February reported 1,762 hours monitoring the HF frequencies 

and 2,158 hours monitoring VHF frequencies and above. The Volunteer Monitor Program Administrator is-

sued 10 Advisory Notices. An Advisory Notice is an attempt to resolve rule violation issues informally be-

fore FCC intervention. 

 

 Operators in Holdenville, Oklahoma; Luzerne, Michigan; Miami, Florida, and Merrick, New 

York, received Advisories concerning operation outside their license class. 

 Operators in Magalia, California; Jefferson, Georgia, and Redway, California, received Adviso-

ries concerning interference to repeater systems and HF net operations. 

 An operator in Mansfield, Arkansas, received an Advisory regarding failure to properly identify. 

 An operator in Charlottesville, Virginia, received an Advisory concerning improper bandwidth 

that resulted in interference. 

 A desert racing association in Odessa, Texas, received a warning about the use of Amateur 2-

meter frequencies for racing events. 

 

The Volunteer Monitor Program Administrator had two meetings during February with FCC Enforcement 

Bureau personnel. - Thanks to Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, VM Program Administrator 

 

Article Credit : The ARRL Letter for March 11, 2021 - www.arrl.org 

http://news.yahoo.com/chattanooga-area-ham-radio-operators-220000947.html
http://news.yahoo.com/chattanooga-area-ham-radio-operators-220000947.html
http://www.arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org
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Monster Dipole Can Deliver Monster Signal 
 

A video (https://youtu.be/7ah95zW9-WM) shows how 

Gary Watson, ZL3SV, in Nelson, New Zealand, installed 

an enormous all-band dipole with each leg extending 320 

meters (about 1,050 feet). The antenna is multiple wave-

lengths on HF, and on 20 meters it has a gain of more than 16 

dB, Watson says. It hears quite well, too. 

 

A huge 12:1 balun resembling a utility pole power step-down 

transformer converts the impedance from 50 ohms unbalanced to 

600 ohms balanced. The wire he uses for each leg is aluminum-

wrapped, power-line cable (10-millimeter cable with wrap), and 

he uses power-line fittings, because they're designed to handle 

the wire. The line has a 60-ton breaking strength. 

 

Watson said he made the 600 ohm ladder line himself and he uses the antenna on all bands, typically running 

only 200 Watts. The coaxial feed line goes to his house down a slope from the antenna via a conduit. His 

home is entirely off the grid, powered by solar power. The noise level is very low at his location, with power 

lines some distance away, although his solar power system's inverter is nearby. 

 

Watson says he can copy stations with the "monster" antenna that remain undetectable with a half-wave di-

pole. 

 

Article Credit : The ARRL Letter for March 11, 2021 - www.arrl.org 

Spring Red Cross Emergency Communications Drill Set 
 

The spring 2021 Red Cross Nationwide Emergency Communica-

tions Winlink Drill will be held on May 8, which is World Red 

Cross and Red Crescent Day 2021 (https://media.ifrc.org/

ifrc/2020/05/07/world-red-cross-red-crescent-day). Details and 

instructions (http://arc-emcomm-training.org/drills2.html#DrillInfo) 

are available. Sign up for email updates (https://groups.io/login?r=https%3A%2F%2Fgroups.io%

2Fg%2FARC-EmComm-Training). Ahead of the May nationwide exercise, the American Red Cross 

(ARC) Emergency Communications training group will continue its Winlink Thursdays training sessions on 

March 11 and April 8. 

 

Article Credit : The ARRL Letter for March 11, 2021 - www.arrl.org 

http://youtu.be/7ah95zW9-WM
http://www.arrl.org
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/2020/05/07/world-red-cross-red-crescent-day
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/2020/05/07/world-red-cross-red-crescent-day
http://arc-emcomm-training.org/drills2.html#DrillInfo
http://groups.io/login?r=https%3A%2F%2Fgroups.io%2Fg%2FARC-EmComm-Training
http://groups.io/login?r=https%3A%2F%2Fgroups.io%2Fg%2FARC-EmComm-Training
http://www.arrl.org
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QST de W1AW 

Space Bulletin 004 ARLS004 

From ARRL Headquarters 

Newington, CT March 17, 2021 

To all radio amateurs 

 

SB SPACE ARL ARLS004 ARISS Ham Station in Columbus Module Is Once Again Operational 

 

Some 6 weeks after going silent following a spacewalk that installed new antenna cabling, the Amateur Ra-

dio on the International Space Station (ARISS) ham station in the Columbus module is once again opera-

tional. The Columbus station, which typically uses the callsign NA1SS, is the primary ARISS amateur  

radio station used for school contacts and other activities. A January 27 spacewalk replaced a coax feed line 

installed 11 years ago with another built by the European Space Agency (ESA) and Airbus. 

 

While the specific cause of the problem has not yet been determined, a March 13 spacewalk that restored the 

antenna cabling to its original configuration provided the cure. The plan to return the ARISS cabling to its 

original configuration had been a "contingency task" for a March 5 spacewalk, but the astronauts ran out of 

time. The ARISS work was appended to the to-do list for astronauts Mike Hopkins, KF5LJG, and Victor 

Glover, KI5BKC, to complete a week later. 

 

"On behalf of the ARISS International Team, our heartfelt thanks to all who helped ARISS work through the 

cable anomaly investigation, troubleshooting, and ultimate repair," ARISS International Chair Frank Bauer, 

KA3HDO, said. Bauer praised NASA, the ESA, Airbus, and ARISS-Russia lead Sergey Samburov, RV3DR. 

While the Columbus ham station was off the air, ARISS school and group contacts were able to continue us-

ing the ham station in the ISS Service Module on the Russian side of the station. 

 

During the weekend spacewalk, Hopkins swapped out a cable for the Bartolomeo commercial payload-

handling platform that had been installed in series with the ARISS VHF-UHF antenna feed line, returning 

the ARISS system to its pre-January 27 configuration. Hopkins raised a question concerning a sharp bend in 

the cable near a connector, but no further adjustments were possible. 

 

On March 14, ARISS was able to confirm the operation's success when Automatic Packet Reporting System 

(APRS) signals on 145.825 MHz were heard in California, Utah, and Idaho as the ISS passed overhead. 

ARISS team member Christy Hunter, KB6LTY, was able to digipeat through NA1SS during the pass. With 

additional confirmation from stations in South America and the Middle East, ARISS declared the radio sys-

tem operational again. 

 

Work during the March 13 spacewalk also made Bartolomeo operational. "Yesterday was a great day for 

all!" Bauer exulted. "Ad astra!" 

Did You Know! 
 

A Roofing Filter is a filter in the radio’s first IF through which all signals must pass before they will be 

“seen” by later receiver stages. The narrower this filter is, the less exposure later stages will have. Thus 

a “narrow” roofing filter is desirable, but “narrow” is relative. 



CrossTalk     April 2021 28 

European Union DX Contest 

February 6, 2021 

 

Call : AB2E 

Operator (s) : AB2E 

Station : AB2E 

 

Class : SOABCW HP 

QTH : 08 

Operating Time (hrs) : 3 

Location : USA 

 

Summary : 

Band CW Qs PH Qs Countries EU Regions 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  80 : 6 0 5  4 

  40 : 19 0 12  15 

  20 : 19 0 13  8 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Total : 44 0 30  27 

Total Score : 19,779 

 

Club : Frankford Radio Club 

 

Comments : 

Rig : FTDX-9000D/Acom 2000A 

Antennas : 

all wires 

80m dipole @ 95 ft 

40m dipole @ 85 ft 

20m delta loop @ 65ft 

 

I thought this contest would have a lot more activity and was 

looking forward to it, even though it was its first running. To-

tally overshadowed by the FOC event (I say event since it ap-

pears to only be open to members, and I did not find it listed on 

the usual contest calendar). 

 

Great scoring scheme, very similar to RDXC, and many multi-

pliers using the 4-digit EU districts. Very tough to find EUDX 

participants since an overwhelming majority of activity was for 

FOC, even EU stations. 

 

Thanks to all for the QSOs, 

73 Darrell AB2E 

32 

CWops Mini-CWT Test, 0300Z 

February 11, 2021 

 

Call : K3TS 

Operator (s) : K3TS 

Station : K3TS 

 

Class : Single Op HP 

QTH : SNJ 

Operating Time (hrs) : 1 

Location : USA 

 

Summary : 

Band QSOs 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  80 : 114 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Total : 114 Mults : 114 

Total Score : 12,996 

 

Club : Frankford Radio Club 

 

Comments : One Q away from my all-time high. Maybe next 

week I will beat it. Tnx for the answers and 73. 

33 

CWops Mini-CWT Test, 0300Z 

February 18, 2021 

 

Call : K3TS 

Operator (s) : K3TS 

Station : K3TS 

 

Class : Single Op HP 

QTH : SNJ 

Operating Time (hrs) : 1 

Location : USA 

 

Summary : 

Band QSOs 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  80 : 122 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Total : 122 Mults : 122 

Total Score : 14,884 

 

Club : Frankford Radio Club 

 

Comments : New high score for me! Thanks for the QSO’s. 

73. de K3TS 

34 

Zepp Antenna 
 

The original Zepp antenna is said to have consisted of a half-wave monopole fed with a quarter-wave 

open wire line. It was originally used by Graf Zeppelin hydrogen filled airships, where it was important 

to keep high voltage points of the antenna away from the body of the aircraft. The name is an abbrevia-

tion of 'Zeppelin'. 
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ARRL DX Contest, CW 

February 20, 2021 

 

Call : AB2E 

Operator (s) : AB2E 

Station : AB2E 

 

Class : SO Unlimited HP 

QTH : NJ 

Operating Time (hrs) : 16 

Location : USA 

 

Summary : 

Band QSOs Mults 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

160 : 15 14 

  80 : 214 57 

  40 : 142 54 

  20 : 322 70 

  15 : 37 29 

  10 : 8 6 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Total : 738 230 

Total Score : 503,700 

 

Club : Frankford Radio Club 

 

Comments : 

Rig : FTDX-9000D/Acom 2000A 

Antennas : all wires 

160m inverted-L @ 95ft 

80m dipole @ 90ft 

40m dipole @ 80ft 

20m delta loop @ 65ft 

10m/15m homebrew fan dipole @ 50ft 

 

Condx overall very poor from this QTH. High K and A index 

made for lousy prop the whole weekend. Managed to work 

P44W on 6 bands, ZF1A, ZF5T on 5 bands, and VP5M and 

9G5FI on 4 bands. No equipment problems, everything worked 

great. CU next weekend in the CQ 160 SSB test, and in 2 weeks 

for ARRL DX SSB. 

 

73 Darrell AB2E 

35 

ARRL DX Contest, CW 

February 20, 2021 

 

Call : K2SE 

Operator (s) : K2SE 

Station : K2SE 

 

Class : SO Unlimited HP 

QTH : SNJ 

Operating Time (hrs) : 27 

Location : USA 

 

Summary : 

Band QSOs Mults 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  80 : 137 45 

  40 : 269 65 

  20 : 368 68 

  15 : 42 18 

  10 : 4 3 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Total : 820 199 

Total Score : 487,152 

 

Club : Frankford Radio Club 

 

Comments : All wire antennas here. The half squares per-

formed as expected. My temporary 80/160 vertical worked well 

on 80 but was ineffective on 160. Next year I will stay with the 

dipole for 80. Still, I enjoyed the effort and, god willing, will be 

back next year! 

36 

CQ 160 Meter Contest, CW 

January 29, 2021 

 

Call : K2SE 

Operator (s) : K2SE 

Station : K2SE 

 

Class : Single Op HP 

QTH : SNJ 

Operating Time (hrs) : 5 

Location : USA 

 

Summary : 

Total : QSOs : 206 State/Prov : 38 Countries : 3 

Total Score : 20,090 

 

Club : Frankford Radio Club 

 

Comments : First time in contest and on this band for any 

length of time. Only had a few hours available on Saturday 

evening, but had fun. Will try it again next year! 

40 
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ARRL DX Contest, CW 

February 20, 2021 

 

Call : K3TS 

Operator (s) : K3TS 

Station : K3TS 

 

Class : SO Unlimited HP 

QTH : SNJ 

Operating Time (hrs) : 35 

Location : USA 

 

Summary : 

Band QSOs Mults 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

160 : 24 18 

  80 : 127 48 

  40 : 218 62 

  20 : 722 84 

  15 : 110 48 

  10 : 29 17 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Total : 1,230 277 

Total Score : 1,022,130 

 

Club : Frankford Radio Club 

 

Comments : More QSO's than last year, but MANY fewer mul-

tipliers! Friday night and Saturday was not bad, but Sunday 

was rough. Weak signals and high noise levels gave me fits. 

Glad it is over! Thanks to all the DX for the Q's, and see you in 

the SSB contest in two weeks. 73! 

 

37 

ARRL DX Contest, CW 

February 20, 2021 

 

Call : 9A5AET 

Operator (s) : 9A5AET 

Station : 9A5AET 

 

Class : SO Unlimited HP 

QTH : Sewell, NJ 

Operating Time (hrs) : 31.3 

Location : Southern Europe 

Remote Operation 

 

Summary : 

Band QSOs Mults 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

160 : 67 23 

  80 : 167 30 

  40 : 469 44 

  20 : 687 54 

  15 : 50 26 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Total : 1,440 177 

Total Score : 764,640 

 

Club : Frankford Radio Club 

 

Comments : 

9A/Croatia (9A1TT) is a www.RemoteHamRadio.com station 

that members may operate remotely. Rig consists of a FLEX-

6300 driving an OM2000A+ 1500W amp. 160m antenna is a 

31.5m vertical with a top hat and 6 radials elevated 6m. A 4 

square is provided for 80m and separate beams are provided 

for 40, 20, 15 and 10m. W, NW, N and NE beverages are pro-

vided for 160, 80 and 40m RX. 

 

This was my first ARRL DX contest from Croatia. It started out 

slow due to excessive EU QRM. Saturday was the most pro-

ductive day because W/VE stations were working me for Croa-

tia. Sunday was very slow because most W/VE stations had 

already worked me on 20m, the only band open until Croatian 

sunset. It was 2-3 hours after 20m was dead before 40m 

opened. 

 

I would like to thank the FRC for the custom Telnet filter they 

provided for my location as well as numerous N1MM+ tips 

that they provided. These were no doubt contributing factors to 

38 

 
“Ask not what your Club can 

do for you, Ask what you can 

do for your Club” 

 - KA2OSV 

OPERATING TIP 
 

Take your Headphones Off to Copy Weak CW Signals. The next time you're struggling to copy a CW 

signal buried in noise, try taking off your headphones and holding them at arms length, using the ear-

pieces as speakers. Sometimes it's enough to make the CW signal pop out of the noise, enabling copy. 

The same effect can sometimes be experienced by listening to a larger external speaker from several 

feet, or a room, away. (Fred, K6DGW, via the Elecraft email reflector) 
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This note was taped to the front of the Clubhouse on Saturday, March 13, 2021. 

If interested, please contact the phone number listed. 
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2019-2023 Element 3 General Class License Question Quiz 
 

This month we continue with Subelement G5 : Electrical Principles   (Answers on ‘Last Page Calendar’) 
 

G5B13 

What is the output PEP of an unmodulated carrier if an average reading wattmeter connected to the 

transmitter output indicates 1060 watts? 

A. 530 watts 

B. 1060 watts 

C. 1500 watts 

D. 2120 watts 
 

G5B14 

What is the output PEP from a transmitter if an oscilloscope measures 500 volts peak-to-peak across a 

50 ohm resistive load connected to the transmitter output? 

A. 8.75 watts 

B. 625 watts 

C. 2500 watts 

D. 5000 watts 
 

G5C01 

What causes a voltage to appear across the secondary winding of a transformer when an AC voltage 

source is connected across its primary winding? 

A. Capacitive coupling 

B. Displacement current coupling 

C. Mutual inductance 

D. Mutual capacitance 
 

G5C02 

What happens if a signal is applied to the secondary winding of a 4:1 voltage step-down transformer 

instead of the primary winding? 

A. The output voltage is multiplied by 4 

B. The output voltage is divided by 4 

C. Additional resistance must be added in series with the primary to prevent overload 

D. Additional resistance must be added in parallel with the secondary to prevent overload 
 

G5C03 

Which of the following components increases the total resistance of a resistor? 

A. A parallel resistor 

B. A series resistor 

C. A series capacitor 

D. A parallel capacitor 
 

G5C04 

What is the total resistance of three 100 ohm resistors in parallel? 

A. 0.30 ohms 

B. 0.33 ohms 

C. 33.3 ohms 

D. 300 ohms 

General Class Quiz - Continued on page 33 
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ARRL Ham Radio License Exam Practice Website 
www.arrlexamreview.appspot.com 

 

G5C05 

If three equal value resistors in series produce 450 ohms, what is the value of each resistor? 

A. 1500 ohms 

B. 90 ohms 

C. 150 ohms 

D. 175 ohms 

 

G5C06 

What is the RMS voltage across a 500-turn secondary winding in a transformer if the 2250-turn pri-

mary is connected to 120 VAC? 

A. 2370 volts 

B. 540 volts 

C. 26.7 volts 

D. 5.9 volts 

 

G5C07 

What is the turns ratio of a transformer used to match an audio amplifier having 600 ohm output im-

pedance to a speaker having 4 ohm impedance? 

A. 12.2 to 1 

B. 24.4 to 1 

C. 150 to 1 

D. 300 to 1 

 

G5C08 

What is the equivalent capacitance of two 5.0 nanofarad capacitors and one 750 pico-

farad capacitor connected in parallel? 
A. 576.9 nanofarads 

B. 1733 picofarads 

C. 3583 picofarads 

D. 10.750 nanofarads 

 

G5C09 

What is the capacitance of three 100 microfarad capacitors connected in series? 

A. 0.30 microfarads 

B. 0.33 microfarads 

C. 33.3 microfarads 

D. 300 microfarads 

 

G5C10 

What is the inductance of three 10 millihenry inductors connected in parallel? 

A. 0.30 henries 

B. 3.3 henries 

C. 3.3 millihenrys 

D. 30 millihenrys 

General Class Quiz - Continued from page 32 

http://www.arrlexamreview.appspot.com
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Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club 

General Membership ZOOM Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, March 3, 2021 
 

Meeting opened @ 1932 Hours via ZOOM by President Tony Starr, K3TS. 
 

Attendance : 

 Members : 35 

 Visitors : 

 Douglas Dersch, KD2VQA, who has applied for membership 

 John Whitman 
 

Minutes from the February General Membership Meeting were previously published in the CrossTalk. 

Chuck WA2TML moved to accept, Jim KA2OSV seconded, and the minutes were approved without modifi-

cation. 
 

Treasurer : Al KB2AYU could not attend but provided a report to Tony K3TS by email. Income was 

$3393, Outflow was $1034 for a net gain of $2359. 85 to 90 members have paid dues so far, leaving 1/3 who 

have not paid. Al KB2AYU will make a list of those who have not paid and need a reminder. Alfred Mayes, 

N2AIZ contacted Al KB2AYU about joining the Club. Tony K3TS has his phone number and will send this 

to Jeff WB2ZBN for follow up. 
 

Clubhouse : Work on grounding and addressing water stains is in progress. 
 

Committees : 
 

Fox Hunt : Jim N2GXJ announced that Frank N3PUU was the winner, with Vinnie N4NYY right behind. 

Frank N3PUU said that he left his house in a hurry that day, temporarily placing the beam antenna on the 

bed cover of his truck while moving his wife’s car out of the way. Then he forgot to stow the beam before 

driving from Sicklerville to West Deptford, losing the beam somewhere along the way. Nevertheless, Frank 

N3PUU was first to locate the Fox, using just a handy talkie that he held up thru his sunroof. The beam was 

never found. Vinny N4NYY brought his brother and his brother’s son along and said he hit every traffic 

light along the way. He could not hear the Fox at all from the eastern end of the hunt zone, but picked up the 

signal as he headed northwest, managing to finish right behind Frank N3PUU. 

 

Technical : Jon WB2MNF showed graphics of the following progress : 

 A new rack for the Raspberry Pi/SDR cabinet that was designed and 3D- printed by Frank 

N3PUU and Mike K2MPR. This rack holds a router and has 14 sliders for Raspberry Pi/SDR 

combinations. Frank N3PUU also checked out a few 12V to 5V power converters; 

 GOES and “Othernet” (AREDN/MESH) antennas : Hundreds of MBs are downloaded daily from 

space. Jon showed a video compiled from 48 frames taken over the course of a day. This video 

and several others can be viewed at skunkworks.w2mmd.org; 

 Diagrams showing the grounding plans that have been put together by Frank N3PUU, Ron 

NR2B, Al KB2AYU, and Jon WB2MNF. Ron NR2B and Frank N3PUU made estimates of the 

cost for the inside work at the VHF and HF rooms, respectively, for a total of $2280, so they will 

be requesting a budget rounded up to $2500 during New Business. To be clear, this does not in-

clude funding for the outside work, i.e. grounding rods and perimeter ring, which is to be in-

stalled during warmer weather. 

March 2021 General Membership Meeting Minutes - Continued on page 35 
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In closing, Jon invited people who have interesting projects that they may want to present as part of the 

Technical Committee Report to contact him by email. 

 

Contests : Tony K3TS noted that we are in between the ARRL CW DX contest and the Phone DX contest 

that is coming up next weekend. John W2HUV said he would be operating a Croatian station by remote us-

ing his call 9A5AET during the contest. (There is no DX report for this month). 

 

Field Day : Vinnie N4NYY said all bands that we intend to use are in good shape for Band Chairs and Co-

chairs, but he needs to ask Al KB2AYU about 6 meters. Jim N2GXJ asked about 10 meters. Vinnie N4NYY 

said the use of 10 meters will be a last minute call, depending upon propagation. He will send the Board of 

Directors a letter with fallback plans and concerns over sharing the fairgrounds with the Wine Festival. 

 

Howard WA2IBZ asked if FT4/FT8 would be used and if members can participate from their home stations. 

Jim N2GXJ said these modes were permitted and that that scores from home stations can be aggregated with 

the W2MMD Club score. However, you may not operate both from home and from the Field Day site. 

(Vinnie N4NYY said it would be more fun to operate from the Field Day site). 

 

Old Business : None 

 

New Business : 

 

Karl W2KBF announced that Gloucester County ARES/RACES will be conducting a simplex test as part of 

the weekly GC-ARES/RACES Training Net on Sunday, March 21, 2021. All radio amateurs are invited to 

participate. During the net, stations will be asked to QSY to 146.535 MHz (no PL) then provide a brief 

transmission. Receiving stations will note the signal quality and forward this information to Karl W2KBF. 

Karl W2KBF will tabulate reception reports and email this summary to all participants so that we will have a 

better idea of how we could cover Gloucester County in the event of a communications emergency and/or 

repeater failure. 

 

Jon WB2MNF moved that we approve $2500 for the next phase of the grounding project. This was sec-

onded by Ron NR2B and approved by vote of the membership. 

 

There was no formal program tonight, so Tony K3TS showed a video of the W3AO Field Day station from 

2008. This triggered some discussion : 

 

Frank N3PUU said he found some bandpass filters at the Clubhouse that could be used for Field Day. Tony 

K3TS said we should focus on 40 and 20 as the money bands and that 80 would be good too. Vinnie 

N4NYY said we could pick up a few hundred more points if we had a few more overnight operators (the gap 

is between 1 AM and 7 AM). Finally, Tony K3TS noted that setup and breakdown is where help really is 

needed most. 

 

Jeff WB2ZBN welcomed new member, Joseph Novak N2LWE and congratulated Marc KC2VAR on up-

grading to Amateur Extra. 

 

Marc asked if we could have a presentation on how to contest. Tony K3TS said “Yes”. 

 

March 2021 General Membership Meeting Minutes - Continued from page 34 
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President Tony Starr K3TS closed the meeting @ 2047 Hours. 

 

An unofficial ZOOM rag chew net was held after the close of business. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karl Frank, W2KBF 

Recording Secretary 

March 2021 General Membership Meeting Minutes - Continued from page 35 

Sunday, April 18, 2021 

Friday, April 30, 2021 
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Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club 

Board of Directors ZOOM Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, March 17, 2021 
 

Meeting opened @ 1902 Hours via ZOOM by President Tony Starr, K3TS. 

 

Attendance : 

 President Tony Starr, K3TS 

 Treasurer Al Arrison, KB2AYU 

 Recording Secretary Karl Frank, W2KBF 

 Corresponding Secretary Ron Block, NR2B 

 Director Chuck Colabrese, WA2TML 

 Director Jeff Garth, WB2ZBN 

 Director Herb Dyer, KT2Y 

 Director Jim Clark, KA2OSV 

 Director Bill Price, NJ2S 

 Trustee Jim Wright, N2GXJ 

 Member John O'Connell, K2QA 

 Member Jon Pearce, WB2MNF 

 Member Steve Farney, W2SEF 

 Member Mike Pecorini, K2MRP 

 Member Frank Romeo, N3PUU 

 

The minutes from the February 17 BoD meeting were read and approved. 

 

Treasurer’s Report : Al KB2AYU reported YTD income of $3325 and YTD expenses of $1034 for a net 

gain of approximately $2290. The Club roster lists 163 total members, 14 of which have Life Memberships, 

and 1 Honorary member, leaving 148 that pay dues annually. As of last Monday, 87 have paid and 62 have 

not. Tony K3TS said he would send out a dues reminder on the email reflector. Al KB2AYU can provide a 

target list. 

 

Al KB2AYU received an insurance quote that (unexpectedly) includes full replacement cost of the Club-

house trailer ($115,000) at an annual cost of over $1300. The cost of this policy has almost doubled over the 

last few years. The BoD thought this was a bit steep and Tony said he would ask around for a new insurance 

carrier since the new policy would not take effect until October. 

 

Committee Reports : 

 

Field Day : Vinnie N4NYY was not present so Tony K3TS lead the discussion. There has been concern that 

the Wine Festival may attempt to occupy some of our Field Day space with tents, etc. Herb KT2Y plans to 

put up caution tape to prevent cars from parking in our area and Ron NR2B will find out from Vinnie 

N4NYY who his contact is at 4H and send them a letter asking that the Wine Festival personnel stay out of 

our area because of the guy wires, etc. Al KB2AYU’s truck might not be available to provide power so, in a 

post-meeting note, Bill NJ2S said he will look at having the radiator for the Club generator repaired or re-

placed. 

 

March 2021 Board of Directors Meeting Minutes - Continued on page 38 
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Hamfest : There was a brief discussion of the decisions taken at the BoD meeting last month regarding fees 

(i.e. $10 admission, $10 tailgating, $12 for tables uphill near pavilions). No changes were made. Bill NJ2S 

suggested that the “QLF” foot key be brought out again and a 50/50 contest be used to raise funds. He also 

suggested the possibility of a Foxhunt. Jeff WB2ZBN noted that an oscillator (built by Peter Harow W2QB) 

already was attached to the key. Bill has contacted the Hog Day Afternoon Catering and confirms they will 

sell food at the hamfest. 

 

Contest : Tony K3TS reported that conditions were poor during the recent ARRL DX Phone contest with 

not enough participation from DX stations. CQ WPX SSB Contest is coming up on March 27 and 28 and the 

Russian DX Contest is the weekend. Tony has not heard back from Bill W0MHK about heading the DX 

Committee, but Bill continues to provide material for the Crosstalk. 

 

Technical : Jon WB2MNF shared his screen to show pictures of what he termed “what Frank N3PUU has 

been up to”. A number of RPi/SDRs that used to form a “rat nest” underneath the satellite operating table 

have now been neatly reorganized in a rack in a wall-mounted cabinet. Jon also showed that paneling has 

been removed from walls to facilitate the grounding project. The old paneling was in bad shape, so Frank 

located new paneling (4 sheets are required) for $18/sheet. Jon noted that grounding security is compro-

mised by the CAT 5 networking cable that runs from the HF room to the Networking Cabinet in the VHF 

room. This is being addressed by routing flexible conduit so that CAT5 can be replaced with non-conductive 

fiber optic cable. 

 

Tech Saturday : Jon had planned to do an Arduino Workshop on May 8 but decided to postpone this until 

June so that May 8 could be a Welcome Back session. 

 

Old Business 

 

Chuck WA2TML asked what was happening with the Ten Tec 544 that was donated to the Club. Jon 

WB2MNF reported that it was at the Clubhouse and Tony K3TS said it has not been tested yet. 

 

New Business 

 

Ron NR2B submitted a recommendation to the BoD that all projects approved and funded by the Club 

should have a Name, Expiration Date, and a Project Leader who will provide monthly updates at the General 

Membership Meetings as to progress and funds spent. Al KB2AYU already tracks project funding but this is 

not reported as part of the operating budget. Ron’s recommendation was received favorably and Ron was 

asked to draft an amendment to the By Laws for consideration at the next BoD meeting. 

 

Bill NJ2S and Al KB2AYU plan to take down a 35 - 40 foot tower at Ken Newman N2CQ (SK)’s house in 

Woodbury. Bill NJ2S asked if the Club might be able to use it for a 6 meter beam. Bill NJ2S also is inter-

ested in setting up a SDR at the Club station that can be used for remote monitoring using WebSDR. There 

would need to be some provision to disable this SDR when a local transmitter at W2MMD is in use. Al 

KB2AYU noted that the IC-7300 has been available for remote access but has seen very little use. 
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New Members : Jeff WB2ZBN received applications from : 

 Douglas Dersch KD2VQA, Mullica Hill 

 Larry Dial Jr. KI2LDD, Mickleton 

 Matt Katsoris WV20, Franklinville 

 Rolf Wurmbach KD2VQG, Pilesgrove 

Membership of all four was approved by vote. 

 

Meeting adjourned @ 2015 Hours (motion by Jim KA2OSV, seconded by Ron NR2B). 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karl Frank, W2KBF 

Recording Secretary 

March 2021 Board of Directors Meeting Minutes - Continued from page 38 

One correction to note for the March 2021 Crosstalk. 
 

Doug was most famous for wearing the T-shirt shown below at every Field Day. That shirt was actually pur-

chased when Doug, along with some other members attended Hamvention in Dayton OH a few years ago. 

We also visited the Dayton USAF Museum so he could see the WW2 plane "Bockscar". Doug's uncle was 

the navigator on that plane when it dropped the big one on JA. Doug was also fluent in Mandarin Chinese, 

having served as an Army radio intercept operator during the Korean conflict when he was stationed in Tai-

wan. 
 

The shirt he normally wore read A WELL CURED HAM. The photo below is from Field Day 1996 of the 

40M CW Team. Shown from left to right : Herb K2HPV(SK), Doug WA2NPD(SK), kneeling in front of 

Doug is Mike KB2VVU (my son), Ken N2CQ(SK), Dennis K2SE, and me AA2WN. 
 

73 

Harry - AA2WN 
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QST de W1AW 

ARRL Bulletin 4 ARLB004 

From ARRL Headquarters 

Newington CT March 14, 2021 

To all radio amateurs 

 

SB QST ARL ARLB004 W1AW 2021 Spring/Summer Operating Schedule 
 

Morning Schedule : 

 

Time                                Mode      Days 

1300 UTC (9 AM EST)   CWs      Wed, Fri  

1300 UTC (9 AM EST)   CWf      Tue, Thu  

 

Daily Visitor Operating Hours : 

1400 UTC to 1600 UTC - (10 AM to 12 PM EST) 

1700 UTC to 1945 UTC - (1 PM to 3:45 PM EST) 

 

(Station closed 1600 to 1700 UTC (12 PM to 1 PM EST)) 

 

Afternoon/Evening Schedule : 

 

2000 UTC (4 PM EST)      CWf          Mon, Wed, Fri  

2000    "               "             CWs          Tue, Thu 

2100    "     (5 PM EST)     CWb          Daily 

2200    "     (6 PM EST)     DIGITAL  Daily  

2300    "     (7 PM EST)     CWs          Mon, Wed, Fri  

2300    "          "                  CWf           Tue, Thu 

0000    "     (8 PM EST)     CWb          Daily 

0100    "     (9 PM EST)     DIGITAL  Daily  

0145    "     (9:45 PM EST)  VOICE    Daily  

0200    "     (10 PM EST)    CWf         Mon, Wed, Fri  

0200    "           "                  CWs         Tue, Thu 

0300    "     (11 PM EST)    CWb         Daily 

 

                         Frequencies (MHz) 

CW : 1.8025 3.5815 7.0475 14.0475 18.0975 21.0675 28.0675 50.350 147.555 

DIGITAL : - 3.5975 7.095 14.095 18.1025 21.095 28.095 50.350 147.555 

VOICE : 1.855 3.990 7.290 14.290 18.160 21.390 28.590 50.350 147.555 

 

Notes : 

CWs = Morse Code practice (slow) = 5, 7.5, 10, 13 and 15 WPM CWf = Morse Code practice (fast) = 35, 

30, 25, 20, 15, 13 and 10 WPM CWb = Morse Code Bulletins = 18 WPM 

 

CW frequencies include code practices, Qualifying Runs and CW bulletins. 

 

W1AW Spring/Summer OPS Schedule - Continued on page 41 



CrossTalk     April 2021 41 

 

DIGITAL = BAUDOT (45.45 baud), BPSK31 and MFSK16 in a revolving schedule. 

 

Code practice texts are from QST, and the source of each practice is given at the beginning of each practice 

and at the beginning of alternate speeds. 

 

On Tuesdays and Fridays at 2230 UTC (6:30 PM EST), Keplerian Elements for active amateur satellites are 

sent on the regular digital frequencies. 

 

A DX bulletin replaces or is added to the regular bulletins between 0000 UTC (8 PM EST) Thursdays and 

0000 UTC (8 PM EST) Fridays. 

 

Audio from W1AW's CW code practices, CW/digital bulletins and phone bulletin is available using Echo-

Link via the W1AW Conference Server named "W1AWBDCT." The monthly W1AW Qualifying Runs are 

presented here as well. The audio is sent in real-time and runs concurrently with W1AW's regular transmis-

sion schedule. 

 

All users who connect to the conference server are muted. Please note that any questions or comments about 

this server should not be sent via the "Text" window in EchoLink. Please direct any questions or comments 

to w1aw <at> arrl <dot> org. 

 

In a communications emergency, monitor W1AW for special bulletins as follows : Voice on the hour, Digital 

at 15 minutes past the hour, and CW on the half hour. 

 

FCC licensed amateurs may operate the station from 1400 UTC to 1600 UTC (10 AM to 12 PM EST), and 

then from 1700 UTC to 1945 UTC (1 PM to 3:45 PM EST) Monday through Friday. Be sure to bring your 

current FCC amateur radio license or a photocopy. 

 

The weekly W1AW and monthly West Coast Qualifying Runs are sent on the normal CW frequencies used 

for both code practice and bulletin transmissions. West Coast Qualifying Run stations may also use 3590 

kHz. 

 

Please note that because of current COVID-19 restrictions, W1AW is not open for visitor operations at this 

time. 

 

The W1AW Operating Schedule may also be found on page 77 in the March 2021 issue of QST or on the 

web at : http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule. 

W1AW Spring/Summer OPS Schedule - Continued from page 40 

Did You Know 
 

According to an article in EETimes, there's a new telephone museum (http://telephone-museum.org) in 

Waltham, Massachusetts, encompassing the range of telephone technology, from the early patents to 

telephone system signaling to today's modern cellular phones. According to the museum website, it also 

offers workshops in basic electronics and a curriculum is also being developed into after-school pro-

grams for school-aged youth in the Boston area. One of the goals is to inspire participants to become 

Electrical Engineers. 

http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule
http://telephone-museum.org
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Name/Callsign DXCC 

Bill Grim, W0MHK 352 

Dave Strout, W2YC 349 

Darrell Neron, AB2E 327 

John Hill, W2HUV 252 

Ken Denson, WB2P 248 

Vinnie Sallustio, N4NYY 219 

Tony Starr, K3TS 208 

Dennis Sandole, K2SE 204 

Jim Wright, N2GXJ 179 

Sheldon Parker, K2MEN 161 

Eric Morris, N2BRJ 127 

Christopher Wawak, KC2IEB 118 

Phil Nunzio, WA3RGY 116 

Howard Marder, WA2IBZ 116 

Chuck Capasso, WB2PGE 103 

Curt Myers, K2CWM 71 

Jim Clark, KA2OSV 68 

C
lub M

em
ber D

X
C

C
 Standing 

Contact Vinnie N4NYY if you would like to be added to the DX HONOR ROLL 
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April Birthdays 
Congratulations to our members who are 

celebrating their birthday this month 

 

Scott Bennett, KD9NBF 

Ron Block, NR2B 

Irma Colabrese, N2FNF 

Mark Evangelista, KD2RLF 

Marc Federici, KC2VAR 

Kevin Hall, KD2FFZ 

Tom Litle Sr, AB2YG 

Jerry Marinacci, KE2CK 

Frank Mayer, W2SDR 

Ray Metzger, AI2B (President 1978) 

Mike Mollet, N2SRO 

Phil Nunzio, WA3RGY 

John O’Connell, K2QA 

Lee Quarella, ND2G 

Matt Rainey, N2EEE 

Miguel Ramirez, K2MPR 

Frank Romeo Jr, N3PUU 

Kent Simmons, N3BKR 

Jackson Snyder, AI2D 

Bob Snyder, N2KGO 

Crosstalk Submissions 
 

This is your Club Newsletter. Make use of it. 
 

If you have stories or photos of your hobby that you would like to share with the Club, please do so! 
 

We will keep covering all of the GCARC events, but it is also nice to get those personal perspectives to 

include in every issue. Connecting through experiences is what makes the Gloucester County Amateur 

Radio Club a REAL Club. 
 

All submissions, queries, comments and editorials should be addressed to 

Jeffrey Garth, WB2ZBN at jeff <dot> garth <at> comcast <dot> net. 
 

Submission deadline for the May 2021 issue : Tuesday, April 20, 2021 
 

Club Website www.w2mmd.org 

Club E-Mail Reflector: GCARC <at> Mailman <dot> QTH <dot> Net 

In Memoriam 

April Birthdays 
 

Silent Keys : 

Robert Anstatt, WB2CPL 

Stanley Christman, KB2DW 

Gurdon Cooper, AA4N  

(Charter Member & President 1966) 

Frederick Cowgill, WB2GEK 

Daniel Damiano, KC2ELC 

Milton Frantz Jr, K2MXF 

Gerald Friedman, KB2DHQ 

Mark Gennovario, K2UMF 

Norman Harbison Jr, K2NH 

William King, N2STQ 

Leonard Kravitz, KD2CR 

Thomas McCormick, WA2OZH 

Whitney Myers, KB2ZTL 

Thomas Oakman, WV8TDO 

Martin O’Grady, N2FPO 

David Riker, WA2KOH 

Laurence Rockhill, WA2SJG 

Leonard Staab IV 

Edwin Stetser Sr, K2JJC (Charter Member) 

http://www.w2mmd.org
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April 2021 Contest Calendar 
WA7BNM Contest Calendar : www.contestcalendar.com 

April 2021 Contest Calendar - Continued on page 45 

http://www.contestcalendar.com
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April 2021 Contest Calendar - Continued from page 44 

April 2021 Contest Calendar 
WA7BNM Contest Calendar : www.contestcalendar.com 

http://www.contestcalendar.com
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GCARC <at> Mailman <dot> QTH <dot> Net e-mail reflector guidelines 
1.No attachments (e.g. pictures, files) are allowed on the reflector. 

2.If you have Club-related pictures that you would like to share, you can send them to the webmaster, he 

will put them on the website and will send out a general e-mail to all the members. 

3.Otherwise, the pictures will have to be sent to the members’ addresses. 

4.URLs/Hyperlinks are acceptable on the reflector. 

5.Do not send any messages with e-mail addresses in the BCC (Blind Carbon Copy) field. The message 

will be rejected. Use only the To: or CC: fields. 

6.Members are subscribed to the reflector using the member's e-mail address from the roster database. You 

must use that address when sending an e-mail via the reflector. 

7.If you use another address on the reflector, the message will get rejected or "bounced", because the reflec-

tor does not recognize that address. 

8.Whenever a message sent to reflector is rejected or "bounced" for various reasons, the administrator has to 

log-in to the Mailman.QTH website and approve the message. If the admin recognizes the address as be-

longing to a Club member, the message is accepted and passed on to the reflector. 

For more information about the e-mail reflector, goto : www.mailman.qth.net 

2021 Club Committees 

Budget 

Constitution & By-Laws 

Field Day 

Hamfest 

Health, Welfare, & Silent Keys 

Hospitality 

Membership 

Membership Badges 

Nominations 

Publicity 

Repeaters 

W2MMD Clubhouse Site 

Al Arrison, KB2AYU 

Ron Block, NR2B 

Vinnie Sallustio, N4NYY 

Sheldon Parker, K2MEN and Bill Price, NJ2S 

Bill Price, NJ2S 

Jeff Garth, WB2ZBN 

Bob Fields, KC6AOH 

Chuck Colabrese, WA2TML 

Tony Starr, K3TS 

Bob Fields, KC6AOH 

Herb Dyer, KT2Y 

Al Arrison, KB2AYU 

Standing Committees Committee Chairs 

Awards & Certificates 

Club Publications & Historian 

Contests 

DX 

GCARC Family Picnic 

GCARC Foxhunts 

GC-ARES Emergency Coordinator 

Holiday Dinner Party 

License Testing/VEC Liaison 

Membership Roster Database 

Programs : Meetings & Tech Saturdays 

Radio Nets 

Technical 

W2MMD License Trustee 

W2MMD Special Event Station 

Activity Committees Committee Chairs 

Robin Herrmann, KD2LSH 

Jeff Garth, WB2ZBN 

Tony Starr, K3TS 

Open Chair 

Laurie Love, KD2EYW 

Jim Wright, N2GXJ 

Karl Frank, W2KBF 

Jennifer Robinson, KD2EYR 

Gary Reed, N2QEE 

Jeff Garth, WB2ZBN 

Jeff Welsh, KD2AZI 

Jim Clark, KA2OSV 

Jon Pearce, WB2MNF 

Darrell Neron, AB2E 

Mark Gottlieb, KK2L 

http://www.mailman.qth.net
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The W2MMD Repeaters 
 

2 Meter Repeater 

Output : 147.180 MHz 

Input : 147.780 MHz 

Offset : +600 kHz - PL : 131.8 Hz 

(Conventional FM plus C4FM Capability) 

EchoLink : W2MMD-R 
 

70 cm Repeater 

Output : 442.100 MHz 

Input : 447.100 MHz 

Offset : +5 MHz - PL : 131.8 Hz 

(Conventional FM plus C4FM Capability) 
 

The above 2 repeaters are all  

located in Pitman, NJ 

GPS : 39.728481°, -75.131088° 
 

1.25 Meter Repeater 
Output : 224.660 MHz 

Input : 223.060 MHz 

Offset : -1.6 MHz - PL : 131.8 Hz 

Location : Sewell, NJ 

GPS : 39.746738°, -75.077094° 

Meeting Calendar 

 

General Membership Meeting 

Wednesday, April 7, 2021 

1930 Hours 

ZOOM Meeting 

 

 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Wednesday, April 21, 2021 

1900 Hours 

ZOOM Meeting 

SKYWARN™ Net 

Sunday @ 1945 : 147.180 MHz Repeater 
 

Gloucester County ARES/RACES Net 

Sunday @ 2000 : 147.180 MHz Repeater 
 

Monday Night 2 Meter Digital Training Net 

Every Monday @ 1900 Hours 
 

Tuesday Morning 2M Rag Chew Net 

Every Tuesday @ 1100 Hours 
 

Thursday Night 2M Rag Chew Net 

Every Thursday @ 2000 Hours 
 

Tuesday Night 10M Rag Chew Net 

Every Tuesday @ 2000 Hours 

Tune in on 28.465 MHz or 28.475 MHz 

Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club - P. O. Box  370 - Pitman, NJ 08071 Ω 

Question Pool Answers : G5B13:B; G5B14:B; G5C01:C; G5C02:A; G5C03:B; G5C04:C; G5C05:C; G5C06:C; 

G5C07:A; G5C08:D; G5C09:C; G5C10:C 

73 

*** Badges *** 
 

Need a new or replacement badge 

Contact “The BadgeMan” 

 

Chuck Colabrese, WA2TML 

colabrese <at> comcast <dot> net 

 

“The big thing about being in a club and 

being a “Ham” is to help each other 

when there is a need ” 
 - W2SEF 


