
CQs in WSJT-X (FT8)
THIS SECTION WILL EXPLAIN 

A)THE DIFFERENT WAYS TO CALL CQ 
B)HOW TO COMPLETE A QSO

C)HOW TO CHANGE MODES AND BANDS
D)HOW TO SAVE THE RECORD OF THE QSO
E)WHERE THE SAVED QSO RECORD GOES

F)WHAT MOST OF THE DIFFERENT SECTIONS OF THE MAIN WSJT-X 
SCREEN IMPACTS

G)AND MUCH,MUCH MORE



Station calling CQ that I want 
to contact



Me calling CQ 



Station I called responding



Me sending Roger/Roger and 73. QSO is over. See 
following slide for next procedure.



As long as sending station sends a signal report (a 
number or a R- number)and you have sent a signal 
report, the “Call”, “Rpt Sent”, “ Rpt Rcvd” and “Grid “ 
are automatically propagated (filled in). If there is no 
“Grid” sent you can go back into either the “Band 
Activity” or the “Rx Frequency” and find it and fill it in 
yourself before you tap the “OK” button and it will save 
it.



The Mode this 
screenshot is in is FT8. If 
you want to change 
modes to FT4 click on 
“Mode” on the tool bar. 
(see next slide)

The frequency identifier 
box is next to the band 
identifier box



When you put your cursor over the 
“Mode” on the toolbar you will see this 
pulldown. When you click on one of the 
line items (in this example FT4) you will 
see 2 changes on your screen; First , the 
frequency in the Band you are in will 
change,  Second, the identifier of what 
mode you are in will change to the new 
mode. In FT4 the transmit/receive cycles 
are 7.5 seconds long vs the 15 seconds 
cycles in FT8.



When you put your cursor over the “Mode” on the toolbar 
you will see this pulldown. When you click on one of the 
line items (in this example JT65) you will see 2 changes on 
your screen; First , the frequency in the Band you are in will 
change,  Second, identifier of what mode you are in will 
change to the new mode.



To find your saved files—left click  “File” and 
then left click “Open log directory” (next 
screen)



This is the location in my root directory where my saved 
“QSOs” are.
The log location is a “text document” file. Left click on 
this file to open it. When opened, all of your QSOs will be 
available to be accessed. (see next slide)



The England station that is the example in the 
slideshow is saved and listed on the bottom row to 
the left. I add the wattage in the “power wattage” 
box and in the name box I put either the town 
followed by a comma then the 2 letter state 
abbreviation or the country) on the information pop-
up.  (see slide 6) 
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