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Presidentõs Message 

What gets a Hamôs attention better than the word FREE? Please join us at our June 1st club meeting to 

celebrate your membership in our club, while honoring GCARCôs rich tradition of 57 years of service to 

our communities, at our ever-popular Pizza Night, Swap-N-Shop, Dayton Recap, and Field Day Finaliza-

tion club night! Yes, youôre welcome to bring a friend. 

 

Following the business portion of the meeting, weôll finalize our field day plans for later in the month, 

hear all about the new goodies and experiences of Dayton from those who made the trip this year, and then 

enjoy some socializing over free pizza. Also, if you have any mid-year items you donôt want to hold onto 

until our Hamfest in September to swap or sell, you are welcome to bring them to this meeting to put on a 

side table to show off, giving fellow club members a first chance to look at, to swap, and/or buy. What 

doesnôt sell, you, as a club member, are welcome to get posted for free on our clubôs w2mmd.org web 

page, with pictures if you have them, under the ñSwap Meetò tab. This is a great service offered by our 

club - thank you Jeff, KC2WCS, our web master (and new Amateur Extra ï congratulations!), for setting 

this up! 

 

It has been an amazing two years since the grand opening of our new Clubhouse out at the 4-H Fair-

grounds during Field Day of 2014. Since then it has been a popular hangout for our monthly Tech Satur-

day events, Board of Director meetings, and as a special event station for both the ARRLôs Centennial 

celebration and Original 13 Colonies On-The-Air events. A number of club members regularly visit the 

Clubhouse to use the setups there for DX chasing and contesting, both on HF and UHF/VHF. The alt/az 

antenna there has been used for satellite chasing. Signals have successfully been bounced off the moon 

from there. If you havenôt been out to the Clubhouse in a while, weôd love for you to stop by during Field 

Day afternoon June 25 to say ñhiò and take a look. You really should. Just this past Wednesday, I saw that 

the front and rear steps have been given a fresh coat of white paint, as had been the parking curbs in front 

of the clubhouse. Looks good! Thank you to Frank, W2FJM, who did this great work! 

 

In the short term, we have a number of big events coming up: 

1. Field Day 2016. 

2. 2016 Summer Family Picnic. 

 

Field Day is Saturday and Sunday, June 25 - 26. Stations go live on-air all across America at 1800 UTC 

Saturday (2pm our local time). Our set-up location is the grassy fields surrounding our Clubhouse in Mul-

lica Hill, NJ. What is Field Day? Itôs simply the biggest on-air radio event of the year in North America. If 

youôve never participated in Field Day before, it really is something different. With portable generators, 

antennas, and radios set up and operating in the field under less than ideal conditions, itôs part emergency 

preparedness, part public relations, part educational, part contest, and a big part social event shared by 

you, your friends, and fellow radio club members. For many, it is a tradition, a highlight of their radio 

year. From helping to set up, to solving problems and getting the stations on the air, to the fun and chal-

lenge of attempting and completing 2-way contacts near and far across America through that incredible on

-air radio wave chaos, to the Saturday evening dinner break, itôs all good. Then, after the dinner break, 

yea, you know what happens then. Thatôs when the ñnight shiftò, the ñdie hardsò, and the ñiron menò settle 

into their seats, and take over on the low bands for some serious all night work. Come morning, as day 
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light begins to break over the field, shadowy figures begin to emerge, crawling and staggering, out of op-

erating shelters and tents, and makeshift beds in the back seat of their cars, to the smell of coffee and the 

joy of Wayneôs early morning pancakes. Nothing ever is so welcome or tastes so good! Yum! Yes, thereôs 

always memories to be made, and stories to tell from field day each year. As a club member, this is your 

chance to share in the experience, to make some memories of your own, and help us get some points at the 

same time. Want to check it out? Come on out! Thereôs lots of opportunities for bonus points, such as by 

operating a ñfree VHF stationò and copying formal messages and W1AW bulletins while manning a wel-

come table, and things like that. Weôll go over details at our next club meeting. 

 

Ok, now on to our 2016 Summer Family Picnic! The date is Saturday, July 23. The start time is 12:00 

noon. The location is the fantastic Red Bank Battlefield Park here in National Park, Gloucester County 

right on the Delaware River. And you are invited! There will be one change, though. Our chairperson, Jen-

nifer (KD2EYR) is now a resident of the Lone Star State! How about that? So, weôll be making this more 

of a ñpot luckò event again. Weôll miss you Jennifer! Iôll have signups for what you might want to bring to 

share with others available at the July 6 club meeting. 

 

Due to work travel, I missed Johnôs presentation on D-STAR at the last club meeting. Thank you John for 

the presentation, and thank you everyone for covering for me on short notice! I also understand there was 

a demonstration of our new PA system that will be used at our Hamfest this year. Thank you to Michael, 

Sheldon, and to you, our members, for supporting this effort to ensure we have the best possible Hamfest 

experience for our guests. With such a great Hamfest tradition, and such a great venue, and now such a 

good audio system, perhaps we can talk about maybe using the stage in the center pavilion there for some 

guest speakers or presentations? Itôs nice to have options. 

 

On the repeater front, our new 2M antenna is at the water tower site, but has still not yet been installed. A 

top-side survey has been conducted for mounting of our new 2M repeater antenna, but we do not have a 

scheduled date for when qualified climbers would come available to do the install. Yes, this has gone on 

for a while now. If things have not progressed by the next Board of Directorôs meeting, Iôll start looking at 

what it would cost to hire an outside company to do the install work. I am told there is a firmware update 

for the repeater radio that our guys can install during the down time when it is off the air for the antenna 

install. Weôll take care of that then too. And Iôve been receiving reports of intermittent behavior on the 220 

repeater, though I was able to key it up the other day. Clearly that old workhorse has been showing signs 

of age and is probably due for a refurb/replacement. Recently there was a visit to that repeater site, but 

thereôs a padlock, and the person visiting did not have the keys to inspect further. Weôll have to dig those 

up and take a better look ourselves before the repeater committee can make a formal recommendation. 

 

Anyway, thatôs the quick summary for now. Looking forward to catching up with you more in person! 

Hope to see you for Free Pizza at our June 1 club meeting! 

 

Respectfully, 

Jim Wright, N2GXJ 

Presidentôs Message - Continued from page 2 
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June 1, 2016 General Membership Meeting Program 
 

Pizza Night, Swap óNô Shop, Dayton Recap, and Field Day Finalization 

 

Following the business portion of the meeting, weôll finalize our field day 

plans for later in the month, hear all about the new goodies and experiences 

of Dayton from those who made the trip this year, and then enjoy some so-

cializing over free pizza. Also, if you have any mid-year items you donôt 

want to hold onto until our Hamfest in September to swap or sell, you are 

welcome to bring them to this meeting to put on a side table to show off, 

giving fellow club members a first chance to look at, to swap, and/or buy. 

What doesnôt sell, you, as a club member, are welcome to get posted for 

free on our clubôs w2mmd.org web page, with pictures if you have them, under the ñSwap Meetò tab. 

 

Jim will also show some pictures including the ones Bill Price, NJ2S, took atop the Pitman water tower of 

our current antenna installations. 

 

CALL  DATES HIGHLIGHTS  

DIFFICULTY

(5=MOST 

RARE) 

ENTITY  

V73HA 06/02 - 06/07 40-6M/CW, SSB 3 Marshall Islands 

*FS 06/05 - 06/23 80-6M/CW, SSB, RTTY 1 Saint Martin 

T88AN 06/09 - 06/14 40-6M/CW, SSB 3 Palau 

*V47JA 06/14 - 07/15 160-6M/SSB 1 Saint Kitts 

3B8 06/15 - 07/14 40-6M/SSB, RTTY, Digital 3 Mauritius 

*FJ 06/17 - 06/29 40-6M/CW, SSB 1 Saint Barts 

8Q7 06/20 - 06/28 HF/CW, SSB, Digital 3 Maldives 

*J79XE 06/22 - 07/11 40-6M/600W 1 Dominica 

*C6AUX 06/23 - 07/08 HF+6M/CW, SSB 1 Bahamas 

9H3G 06/28 - 07/04 40-10M/CW, SSB, RTTY, Digital 1 Malta 

Credits : NG3K Announce DX Operations : www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html 

 

Best Down Jersey DX Picks - June 2016 
 

 

By Bill Grim, W0MHK  

*Stations emphasizing 6 Meter operation - Watch for typical Sporadic-E 6M peak at end of June 

and early July! 

http://www.w2mmd.org
http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html
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Facebook Page w2mmd.org 

www.facebook.com/W2MMD 

Tech Saturday Forum : June 4, 2016 
By John Zaruba Jr, K2ZA   0900 to 1200 Hours 

 

Free Transceiver Diagnostic Analysis 
 

Testing rigs (not just Field Day rigs, any rig) for proper transmitter operation. 

 

Bring your radios out this Saturday, especially if you are going to use it for Field Day. It does not matter if 

it is a base station, mobile, or HT. Do you have one of those Chinese radios, get it tested to see how close 

it is to being FCC compliant. 

 

The Discussion Theme is a QSO starting point - a way to initiate a conversation. All Tech Saturday Fo-

rums are an open QSO of all subjects of Amateur Radio interest. All questions are welcome as well as a 

venue for members to show off their latest ham radio projects or gadgets. All are welcome - hams and non

-hams, club members and non-club members. Take a guided tour of our clubhouse. View our HF and 

VHF/UHF Operation Facilities and our vast antenna farm. 

 

The Tech Saturday Forum is held on the Saturday after the General Membership meeting. For more infor-

mation, go to www.w2mmd.org on the Tech Saturday Forum page. 

Congratulations Michael! 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ  

 

As you read about in last monthôs Crosstalk, our clubôs Vice President, Cory Sickles, WA3UVV, has relo-

cated back to Pennsylvania. He hopes to be back to visit when he can, but will not be able to serve out the 

remainder of his term this year as our clubôs Vice President. He has given so much to our club in service 

and for the advancement of our hobby over the years. We are sorry to see him have to go, and wish him 

the very best. We want him to know heôs always welcome to stop by whenever heôs back in town. 

 

As the remainder of Coryôs term is less than one year, our Clubôs Constitution requires me, as President, to 

appoint a member to fill the unexpired term of that office, subject to the majority approval of the Board of 

Directors. With both the Board of Directorôs and Coryôs approval, I am pleased to now be able to an-

nounce the promotion of Michael Weldon, KB2UMJ, to serve as our clubôs new Vice President for the 

remainder of this year. 

 

Please join me in thanking Michael for his service to our club in this capacity, and congratulating him on 

his new position! 

http://www.facebook.com/W2MMD
http://www.gloucestercountyarc.weebly.com/tech-saturday-forum.html
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Band Operator Mode 

2 Meters  Phone 

  CW 

6 Meters  Phone 

  CW 

10 Meters Vinnie Sallustio, N4NYY (Sat. only) Phone 

  CW 

  Digital  

15 Meters Jim Wright, N2GXJ  Phone 

  CW 

  Digital  

20 Meters Dan Tremolini, N2TXG Phone 

 Merrill Brown, WK2G  CW 

40 Meters Mark Gottlieb, WA2DIY  Phone 

 Harry Bryant, AA2WN  

Sheldon Parker, K2MEN 

Gene Schoeberlein, AA2YO 

CW 

80 Meters Gloucester City ARC ?? Phone 

 John Zaruba, K2ZA CW 

Field Day - June 25-26, 2016 - Band Chart 

Field Day 2016 
By Al Arrison, KB2AYU  
 

GCARC members, please have a look at the band chairman chart 

below. Vinnie, N4NYY, will be on 10M Phone on Saturday only. 

Maybe someone could do it on Sunday? If nobody wants 10M CW 

and 15M CW, I would like to see someone run Digital in place of 

CW on those bands. Maybe Gloucester City can do 80M Phone if no 

club member steps up. At this time we will not be running Digital 

on 80,40, and 20 because of interference issues. 
 

Wayne, WA2LET, and Frank, W2FJM, have again agreed to handle 

the food facilities this year. But we would all appreciate if some of 

our club members would volunteer to help them out. Either your 

time and/or bringing some side dishes, etc. would be gratefully welcomed. 

 

Remember, everyone is invited to come out and operate for whatever amount of time you can spare. If you 

just want to observe and learn a few things, thatôs fine too. 
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CQ Field Day, CQ Field Day, CQ Field Day! 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ  

 

As you read about in the Presidentôs Message for this month, Field Day is June 25-26 this year. Because 

we want to be ready to go on the air at 18:00 UTC Saturday (2 pm local time), in accordance with Field 

Day rules, we allow stations to start their setup any time after 00:00 UTC Friday (8 pm Thursday, local 

time). Some stations will start their setup Friday afternoon. In the past, some folks have had breakfast at 

the Harrison House before starting setup Saturday morning. Others will just go straight to the site when 

they are ready, and start setting up. The Field Day Chairperson is responsible for the overall field setup. 

Each band chairperson is responsible for their own station setup. That includes setup time, and all equip-

ment including shelter and operating positions, laptops and logging programs, radio, antennas, grounding 

rods, etc. The club has some folding tables and chairs available in the shed, in case you didnôt want to 

bring your own. New for this year, field day safety officers will be appointed, and asked to inspect each 

station and complete a checklist to certify that a series of safety concerns have been adequately addressed. 

While one of the purposes of the event is to have fun, all participants need to practice safety as well. We 

are likely to have a number of visitors on site this year, making this even more important. A copy of the  

checklist appears on page 9. The actual cumulative setup time is less than 24 hours. Because we start setup 

before 18:00 UTC Saturday, we are allowed to operate 24 consecutive hours of the entire 27-hour Field 

Day period. For us, this means we pull the plug on stations and start collecting their logs on USB stick 

from their computer/laptops by 2 pm local time on Sunday. 

 

As described in the ARRLôs Field Day 2016 Rules, the object is to work as many stations as possible on 

any and all amateur bands (excluding the 60, 30, 17, and 12-Meter bands) and in doing so to learn to oper-

ate in abnormal situations in less than optimal conditions. A premium is placed on developing skills to 

meet the challenges of emergency preparedness as well as to acquaint the general public with the capabili-

ties of Amateur Radio. 

 

A successful field day radio contact requires each station to transfer their field day operating class and 

ARRL/RAC section information with each other. Iôll talk about our operating class first. 

 

The field day rules define a number of different classes for stations. The operating class consists of a num-

ber and a letter (e.g. ñAò, ñBò, ñCò, ñDò, ñEò, ñFò). Special designations of ñA-batteryò or ñB-batteryò are 

used when all contacts are made using an output power of 5 watts or less, and the power source is other 

than commercial power mains or motor-driven generator. Thatôs not us. We intend to operate as a Class 

ñAò club station. The letter ñAò will be our operating class in all of our radio exchanges. We qualify for 

this by having a group of 3 or more persons set up specifically for field day, using portable equipment in 

the fields surrounding our clubhouse, with all stations and antennas lying within an imaginary circle whose 

diameter does not exceed 300 meters (about 1000 feet), and without using facilities installed for permanent 

station use or using any structure installed permanently for Field Day. That means all our contacts must be 

made with transmitter (s) and receiver (s) operating independent of commercial power mains. Depending 

on output power, our total points get adjusted by a multiplier. So that we can get a ñ2xò power multiplier 

applied to our score, all of our transmitters operate with a maximum output power that does not exceed 

150 watts. There is a ñ5xò power multiplier defined for if no contact from any station is made above 5 

watts output power. That is not us. There is no ñ5xò bonus to any of our stations making a QRP contact in 

this configuration when there is any other station operating above 5 watts, so for maximum QSO counts 

and points, we encourage all our band chairmen to operate above QRP output levels, if they can, during 

this event. 

 
CQ Field Day - Continued on page 8 
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Iôve talked about the letter part of the operating class, so now, back to the number part of the operating 

class. The number represents the maximum number of transmitters that you have set up for field day that 

could simultaneously be transmitting on the air. The minimum is 1. The maximum for bonus points is 20, 

though you could (in theory) have a number higher than that. Thatôs not us! Typically we set up with 

somewhere between 5 and 7 transmitters at our field day site. Occasionally, we have exceeded 10. It just 

depends. Per the rules, when counting stations, a 'Get-On-The-Air' or GOTA station, if we have one, does 

not count in the total. Similarly, if we have a bonus VHF station, and/or a dedicated satellite station, nei-

ther of those count in the total. Our actual number is determined by the field day chairman sometime after 

lunch on Saturday, and then communicated to each of the band chairmen, so that all stations are using the 

same number value in all of our radio exchanges for the duration of field day. 

 

And then that brings us to ARRL/RAC section. Thereôs a printed list of two/three letter abbreviations for 

these. In most cases, they match the stateôs abbreviations. For example, ñDEò is Delaware, ñVTò is Ver-

mont, ñMDCò is Maryland/DC, etc. However some states are bigger than others, and some areas of the 

country are more densely populated than others, so there are a number of cases where the ARRL has split 

a single state into two or more ARRL sections. 

 

Such is the case for us here in New Jersey and for other stations in NJ and NY that have ñ2ò in their call-

signs (e.g. W2MMD). New Jersey is split into Northern NJ ñNNJò and Southern NJ ñSNJò. Weôre in 

Southern New Jersey, so our ARRL/RAC section is ñSNJò. New York is similarly split, but into 4 pieces 

(NYC/Long Island ñNLIò, Eastern NY ñENYò, Western NY ñWNYò, and Northern NY ñNNYò). Still fol-

lowing me? 

 

The other split states include Massachusetts (EMA, WMA) = typically ñ1ò in their callsign, Pennsylvania 

(EPA, WPA) = typically ñ3ò in their callsign, Florida (NFL, SFL, and West Central FL ñWCFò) = ñ4ò, 

Texas (NTX, STX, and West TX ñWTXò) = ñ4ò, Washington State (EWA, WWA) = ñ7ò, and then there 

is the most sectioned state, California and the callsign region ñ6ò, which has 10 different section identifiers 

(East Bay ñEBò, Los Angeles ñLAXò, Orange ñORGò, Santa Barbara ñSBò, Santa Clara Valley ñSCVò, 

San Diego ñSDò, San Francisco ñSFò, San Joaquin Valley ñSJVò, Sacramento Valley ñSVò, and Pacific 

ñPACò). Depending on your band and frequency, you might hear a bunch of these. 

 

Putting it all together, if our number is 6, and our letter is ñAò, our exchange will be ñ6A SNJò. Phoneti-

cally, that would be ñSix Alpha, Sierra November Julietteò. Make sense? Donôt worry. After hearing a 

couple exchanges, youôll get the hang of it pretty quick. Hope to see you at our site for Field Day 2016! 

CQ Field Day - Continued from page 7 
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ARRL Field Day Safety Officer Checklist 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ  

 

To qualify for the 100-point Safety Officer bonus, a group must appoint a qualified person/s who are pre-

sent at their site from the beginning of set-up until the end of break-down. The Safety Officer must certify 

in writing all of the points below. A completed, signed copy of this checklist must be included with the 

groupôs supporting documentation. 

 

¶ Fuel for generator properly stored. 

¶ Fire extinguisher on hand and appropriately located. 

¶ First Aid Kit on hand. 

¶ First Aid, CPR and AED trained participant/s on site for full Field Day period. 

¶ Access to NWS alerts to monitor for inclement weather. 

¶ Tent stakes properly installed and marked. 

¶ Temporary antenna structures properly secured and marked. 

¶ Site secured from tripping hazards. 

¶ Site is set up in a neat and orderly manner to reduce hazards. 

¶ Stations and equipment properly grounded. 

¶ Access to means to contact police/fire/rescue if needed. 

¶ Safety Officer is designated point of contact for public safety officials. 

¶ Minimize risks and control hazards to ensure no injuries to public. 

¶ Safety Officer or a qualified designated assistant was on site for the duration of the event. 

¶ As necessary, monitoring participants for hydration and ensures an adequate water supply is 

available. 

Clubhouse steps with a new coat (many) of 

paint, plus a layer of sand on each step to 

prevent slippery surfaces. 

 

Paint provided by the Club. The painter was 

Frank, W2FJM.  


