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This Month’s Calendar 
 

General Membership Meeting 

Wednesday, November 3, 2021 @ 1930 Hours 

In-Person & ZOOM - Pfeiffer Community Center 
 

Tech Saturday Forum 

Saturday, November 6, 2021 @ 0900 Hours 

W2MMD Clubhouse 
 

License Testing Session 

November 11, 2021 @ 1900 Hours 

W2MMD Clubhouse 
 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Wednesday, November 17, 2021 @ 1900 Hours 

W2MMD Clubhouse 
 

The “DigiNet” 

Monday, November 1, 2021 @ 1900 Hours 

2 Meter & EchoLink 
 

Tuesday Night 10 Meter Rag Chew Net 

Every Tuesday @ 2000 Hours - 28.465 MHz 
 

Tuesday Noon Day 2 Meter Rag Chew Net 

Every Tuesday @ 1200 Hours 
 

Thursday Night 2 Meter Rag Chew Net 

Every Thursday @ 2000 Hours 

Herb Dyer, KT2Y   (2020-2022) 

Charles Colabrese, WA2TML (2021-2023) 

William Price, NJ2S   (2021-2023) 

We Will Rebuild! 
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Holger, 

 

I wanted to thank you again for the great deal on the 70 foot tower. We managed to get it home and off the 

trailer without any mishaps. Not bad for a bunch of (mostly) old guys! It was a pleasure meeting you and we 

look forward to seeing you again at our hamfest. Now the best news of all : 

 

The 70 foot tower that we got from you is essentially identical to our old 54 foot tower, with the only differ-

ence being that the four sections on the "new" tower are longer to give the added height. The base section, 

bolt patterns, and even the raising fixture are completely identical. Checking the documentation for both 

towers, we found that even the concrete foundation dimension requirements are the same, so what this 

means is that everything is completely interchangeable and a bolt-in replacement for the old tower. This will 

save us thousands of dollars and spare us the work of building a new foundation or making adapter plates. 

So you see, your tower was the perfect find for us, and we couldn't be happier. 

 

When we finally get everything in the air, we will email some pictures. 73 for now. 

 

Tony Starr K3TS 

President, GCARC 

 

 

Excellent. I guess you could not have planned this! Glad it worked out and you should be back on the air 

relatively soon. 

 

I am happy and you are happy, what a great day. 

 

Holger, K2HES 

“New” W2MMD HF 70 Foot Tower 



CrossTalk    November 2021 : We Will Rebuild! 3 

President’s Message 

 

Greetings all! So far, the month of October has been a great one for GCARC. Our fundraising goals were 

easily met, and we were able to pick up a great replacement for our HF tower that we lost on September 1st, 

and to our luck it turned out to have an identical base configuration and bolt pattern. We had plenty of help 

show up for the trip to pick it up, at the QTH of K2HES in Ocean County, and all went well. Many thanks 

to all who made it possible. This Club really comes together when the need arises, and it is impressive, even 

to me, to see how we get things done.  

 

We still need a crew with some carpentry skills to take on replacing the front door, before the really cold 

weather hits us. Please call me if you would like to volunteer. This is an important job, if not ham radio re-

lated in any way, but we do need to get it done. There are a few other small projects going on at the Club-

house, but generally at this time of year we would be winding down for the winter. That is, in a normal year 

when a tornado did not blow down our towers! This year we will probably be working on things all winter! 

Hopefully, it will be a mild one. 

 

By the time you read this, the 2021 CQWW SSB DX contest will be in the books. It is one of the "Big Four" 

contests that I make an all-out effort in, and this year my goal was to make a million points. I will let you 

know how I made out! Setting goals is one of the most important things a contest operator can do to im-

prove. Contesting is one of the best ways to become a really proficient operator, and to improve the per-

formance of your station. If any of you would like some personal tips on how to get started in contesting, 

just drop me an e-mail and I will pass along what I know that works. Also in November, the ARRL Sweep-

stakes is a great domestic contest if you don't have a big station. Low wire antennas and 100 watts can net 

you a lot of domestic contacts.  

 

We will also be having our first license testing session at the Clubhouse, hopefully in November 11th if we 

can pull it all together. We think there is a demand for this, and we are looking forward to doing this on a 

regular basis. There are a lot of activities that we are already involved with, but this one in particular is 

really worth our time. Every new ham that we can bring into the hobby is one more that we can count on to 

help us keep it going in the long term. I don't believe that Amateur Radio is going to disappear any time 

soon, but we need some new blood no matter what. 

 

This month we welcome new members Carl Wittig (no call) of Mantua, NJ, Jeff Thomson, N2SQA, of Cape 

May Court House, NJ, and Todd Buirch (no call) of Bridgeton, NJ. Looking forward to seeing everyone at 

the November 3, 2021 meeting at the Pfeiffer Community Center in Williamstown. Until then, 73! 

 

Tony Starr, K3TS 

President GCARC 
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Welcome New Club Members : 
 

Carl Wittig, who is joining the Club as an Associate member and lives in Mantua, NJ. 

Jeff Thomson, N2SQA, who has an Amateur Extra Class license and lives in Cape May Court House, NJ. 

Todd Buirch, who is joining the Club as an Associate member and lives in Bridgeton, NJ. 

 

We are glad to have you as members of the Club and hope to see you regularly at Club meetings, events, and 

activities. We hope to hear you on the Tuesday Night 10M Rag Chew Net. Also on the first Monday of the 

month DigiNet, the weekly Tuesday Noon Day and Thursday Night 2M Rag Chew Nets on our 2M Repeater 

or EchoLink : W2MMD-R. 

Need a ride to a Club meeting, event, or activity? 
 

Just send a message to the Club’s e-mail reflector asking if a member can pick you up 
 

GCARC <at> MAILMAN <dot> QTH <dot> NET 
 

All Club members have access to this FREE e-mail service 

Facebook w2mmd.org 

www.facebook.com/W2MMD twitter.com/w2mmd_gcarc 

General Membership Meeting 

 

Wednesday, November 3, 2021 @ 1930 Hours 

 

Pfeiffer Community Center 

 

The Meeting Will Also Be Broadcast Live Via ZOOM 

All members will be e-mailed the ZOOM log-in instructions 

ATTENZIONE!             ATTENZIONE! 
 

The Monthly VE Testing Sessions Are Back! 

Starting on Thursday, November 11, 2021 @ 1900 Hours and every second 

Thursday of the month. Now at our W2MMD Clubhouse! 

Pass The Word!! 

http://www.facebook.com/W2MMD
twitter.com/w2mmd_gcarc
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   Tech Saturday Forum 

  November 6, 2021 @ 0900 Hours 

   W2MMD Clubhouse 
 

  Q&A Open Session and Socializing 
 

We would like to invite all of our new members as well as our veteran members to our Tech Saturday Fo-

rums to help answer any questions and discuss any and all issues the new members have come across as 

they progress through the Amateur Radio Experience. 

 

The Discussion Theme is a QSO starting point - a way to initiate a conversation. All Tech Saturdays are an 

open QSO of all subjects of Amateur Radio interest. 

 

All questions are welcome as well as a venue for hams to show off their latest ham radio projects or gadgets. 

Have a problem programming that HT, we can help! Not sure what radio or antenna to buy, we can help! 

 

All Club Members who would like Clubhouse access to use its radio equipment would have to have some 

brief “Elmering” on the Clubhouse rules, such as using the alarm system, the A/C and heaters, the antenna 

system, and the radio equipment. 

 

All are welcome - Hams and Non-Hams - Club Members and Non-Club Members. Take a guided tour of 

our Clubhouse. Visit our HF and VHF/UHF/Satellite Operation Facilities and our vast antenna farm. 

Club Elmers 
 

We are still looking for some more Club Elmers. If you would to add your name to the Elmer’s List, send 

your specialty to w2mmdgcarc@gmail.com. Here is what we have so far : 

 

 Tony Starr, K3TS : Antenna construction, contesting, and CW 

 Ken Bozarth, KN2U : Antennas 

 Jeff Welsh, KD2AZI : Boat anchor repair and operation, Raspberry Pi, Arduino, Python, 

POTA, Mobile Installation & Operating 

 Karl Frank, W2KBF : Digital Messaging (FLDIGI, WinLink) 

 Herb Dyer, KT2Y : DMR radios and programming 

 Ron Block, NR2B : Lightning protection and grounding 

Tuesday Noon Day 2M Rag Chew Net @ 1200 Hours 

Net Control Hosts : Steve W2SEF, Greg W5DO, & Chris AD2CS 

147.180 MHz Repeater & EchoLink - W2MMD-R 
If you would like to be a control operator for this net, please contact Steve, W2SEF 

Tuesday Night 10M Rag Chew Net @ 2000 Hours 

Net Control Host : Jim, KA2OSV 

28.465 MHz or 28.475 MHz 
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DA’s and DIT’s 
 

>>Gary Reed, N2QEE, reports : There will be a VE session at the W2MMD Clubhouse in Mullica Hill on 

Thursday, November 11, 2021. The session will begin at 7:00 PM. Since the FCC requires an FRN (FCC 

registration number), there can be no walk-in candidates; they must preregister. The FCC requires an email 

address as the official contact for the candidates and license holder. If you have a current license the FCC 

requires you to have an email on file in the FCC ULS. Go to https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/

licManager/login.jsp and use your FRN and password to access the site. Also starting last month, there are 

now 12 versions of each exam elements not just the previous 5. The FCC hasn't starting charging the $35 

license fee so that charge won't apply at this session. 

 

>>John Hill, W2HUV, reports : The Remote HF Station is back up and running on 10, 15, 20 and 40 me-

ters due to the installation of temporary antennas provided by Al KB2AYU. The antennas are a 10-15-20 

meter tri-bander and an inverted Vee for 40 meters. Please do not attempt to operate on other bands. Hat's 

off to Al for his assistance! 

 

>>“The Elmer’s Shack” on the website has been reorganize. The articles have been sorted into 8 button 

categories : 

 Antennas, Cabling, Connectors 

 The Bands 

 Contesting 

 Digital Modes 

 DIY Hams 

 Equipment 

 Hints, Tips, Hacks, and Tweaks 

 Software 

 

If you have an article or know about an article that would be of interest to hams, please forward them to me. 

 

>>Condolences to Club member Chris Prioli, AD2CS, and his family with the passing of his father on 

October 22, 2021. 

A club exists to go above and beyond for their com-

munities and for Amateur Radio is what defines a 

Special Service Club (SSC). 
 

They are the leaders in their Amateur Radio commu-

nities who provide active training classes, publicity 

programs, and actively pursue technical projects and 

operating activities. 

 

GCARC has been an ARRL Affiliated Club since 

February 1960 and an SSC since April 2010. 

http://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
http://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
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Thursday Night 2 Meter Rag Chew Net 

147.180 MHz Repeater 

EchoLink : W2MMD-R 

Every Thursday @ 2000 Hours 
 

This net has an alternating net control operator 

   Here is the schedule for the upcoming weeks 

 

Steve Farney, W2SEF : November 4, 2021 

Gary Mirkin, WA3SVW : November 11, 2021 

Chris Prioli, AD2CS : November 18, 2021 

Happy Thanksgiving : November 25, 2021 

Greg Ciraula, W5DO : December 2, 2021 

Mary Delemarre, W2TDS : December 9, 2021 

Steve Farney, W2SEF : December 16, 2021 

Gary Mirkin, WA3SVW : December 23, 2021 

Chris Prioli, AD2CS : December 30, 2021 

 

If anyone would like to be a net control operator, please notify Jeff WB2ZBN 

The “DigiNet” 
 

First Monday Of Every Month @ 1900 Hours 
 

Next Net Meeting : Monday, November 1, 2021 
 

147.180 MHz Repeater & EchoLink : W2MMD-R 
 

Current topic is MMSSTV 
 

See “The DigiNet” webpage for updated information 

 

We will utilize the Tuesday Noon Day and the Thursday Night Rag Chew Nets to discuss and plan the 

upcoming Monday and the monthly activities, of The “DigiNet”. 

Sunday, November 7, 2021 @ 0200 Hours 
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Regional (Atlantic & Hudson Divisions) Hamfests & Events 
 

November 6, 2021 : New Jersey Antique Radio Club, NJARC Fall Hamfest, Parsippany PAL Building, 33 

Baldwin Road, Parsippany, NJ. www.njarc.org 

 

November 7, 2021 : Washington Amateur Communications, 2021 WACOM Hamfest, Washington County 

Fairgrounds, 2151 North Main Street, Washington, PA. www.wa3com.com  **** CANCELLED **** 

 

November 14, 2021 : Long Island Mobile Amateur Radio Club, Hamfest and Electronics Fair, Levittown 

Hall, 201 Levittown Parkway, Hicksville, NY. www.limarc.org 

 

November 26, 2021 : Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club, Ham Radio Auction, Fair Lawn Senior Center, 11-05 

Gardiner Road, Fair Lawn, NJ. www.fairlawnarc.com 

Front Flood Lights : 

 Replace Left Flood Light 

 Adjust Light Position Direction 

 

Back Steps : 

 Spray Mold 

 Power Wash 

 Paint 

 

Replace Front Door & Screen Door 

 

Power Wash Back Steps 

Shed : 

 Paint Siding 

 Install Electrical Wiring 

 Install Lights 

 Build Ramp 

 Secure Roof 

 

Painting : 

 Front Steps 

 Back Steps 

 Power Pole 

 Club Sign 

2021 Clubhouse Projects 

We have a 5 gallon bucket of white paint in the Clubhouse. I have a power washer at home that I can 

bring to the Clubhouse for someone to use. For more information about these projects, please contact 

Jeff WB2ZBN. 

Nominations from the floor will be taken at our General Membership Meetings on November 3rd. Vot-

ing will take place at our General Membership Meeting on December 1st. 
 

This is the current list of candidates running for office for 2022 : 
 

 President : Tony Starr, K3TS 

 Vice President : Jonathan Pearce, WB2MNF 

 Treasurer : Al Arrison, KB2AYU 

 Recording Secretary : Karl Frank, W2KBF 

 Corresponding Secretary : Ron Block, NR2B 

 Director : Jeff Garth, WB2ZBN 

 Director : Jim Clark, KA2OSV 

 Trustee : Chuck Lanard, KD2EIB 

http://www.njarc.org
http://www.wa3com.com
http://www.limarc.org
http://www.fairlawnarc.com
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“New” W2MMD HF 70 Foot Tower 

This is a direct replacement for our old tower and will even bolt up to the 

same base. What A Great Find! - K3TS 

A Big GCARC Thank You To The Tower Crew 
 

 Tony Starr, K3TS : Using his truck and renting a trailer 

 Al Arrison, KB2AYU 

 Frank Romeo, N3PUU 

 Jim Clark, KA2OSV 

 Herb Dyer, KT2Y 

 Lenny Rust, W2LJR 

 Mike Pecorini, K2MRP 

 Chris Prioli, AD2CS 

 Ray Martin, W2RM 

 

Pictures by K3TS and KT2Y 
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80m/160m Dual-Band QRP Transceiver Kit Build : Part One 
By Chris Prioli, AD2CS 

 

Almost immediately upon getting my ham ticket (which I did in spectacular fashion - more about that later), 

I was given some radio kits that other hams had purchased but for one reason or another failed to build. One 

of the kits is a BITX-40 40-meter transceiver kit, which comes as an assembled board that simply needs to be 

installed into an enclosure, have its off-board components installed to the chassis, and be wired up. Easy-

peasy! The other two kits are bare-board kits, one of which is a 75-meter transceiver with phone and CW 

modes, and the third one is a dual-band 80-meter/160-meter CW transceiver. All of these kits are low-power 

rigs. This article will describe the build process for the dual-band CW rig. Figure 1 on page 13 shows the 

parts kit as unpacked. 
 

This radio build included the placement of thirty-four resistors, one trimpot, fifty-six capacitors (of which 

nine are electrolytics), eight IC sockets (seven of which are populated by IC’s, more about the last one later), 

a relay, three tactile switches, twelve assorted transistors, two voltage regulators, four assorted diodes, three 

RF chokes, one rotary encoder, five toroidal coils, and one toroidal transformer. Of course, the toroids all 

need to be wound at the time of building the rig. There is also an AD9834 DDS daughterboard installed to 

the mainboard. 

 

External to the board and chassis-mounted are a power switch/volume control pot, a 16x2 LCD panel (both 

to the front panel), a power jack, a headphone jack, a paddle/key jack, and two antenna jacks (all to the rear 

panel). An 8 ohm ½W speaker mounts to the enclosure top cover. 

 

The kit includes a double set of waterslide decals for the front and rear panel features as well as a formed 

aluminum rod bail that is installed to the chassis bottom and used to elevate the front of the radio on the 

desktop. One poor feature is the fact that the rubber feet included in the kit are not tall enough to lift the bail 

brackets on the chassis bottom clear of the desktop when the bail is closed. The surface finish of the enclo-

sure is not amenable to the direct installation of the decals. As a result, some surface prep is necessary. I 

scrubbed the surfaces smooth using a ScotchBrite® pad and working with the grain of the metal. Next, I 

cleaned the aluminum with some 99% isopropyl alcohol. Once dry, I applied two light coats of a clear matte 

enamel spray, allowing the finish to dry completely between coats. After the decals were installed, I once 

again applied two light coats of the clear matte enamel spray as before. 

 

Assembly hints, schematics, and board layout diagrams as well as bail and decal instructions are all available 

at http://qrpkits.com/mbdc.html. There are no detailed assembly instructions provided, so this kit is not 

really one for a beginner. Some experience in identifying components is necessary, as is substantial skill in 

soldering. While not difficult, some patience is required for winding the toroids. Good instructions for this 

task are provided, so no worries there! The MBDC kit sells for $200.00. 

 

OK - on to the build… 

 

Day 1 
 

I started out by separating all of the resistors and sorting them by value. The online manual, which I printed 

for convenience, provides the resistor color codes for those who are not familiar with resistor color coding. 

However, for some builders, that help will only be useful up to a certain point. I don’t know if the standard 

kit complement is made up this way or not, but about a third of the resistors in my kit were not the standard  

QRP Transceiver Kit Build - Continued on page 11 

http://qrpkits.com/mbdc.html
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1/4W-5% 4-band carbon film resistors used throughout this kit. Instead, there were a handful of 1/8W-1% 5 

band metal film types. While the color code is basically the same, the translation scheme does change 

slightly. For example, a 47kΩ (kiloohms) 1% resistor becomes Yellow-Violet-Brown-Red-Brown instead of 

Yellow-Violet-Orange-Gold. Nothing in the build notes suggested that the resistors had been changed as a 

design change, so I made the working assumption that the difference in resistor types was more of a parts-on-

hand issue when the kits were being gathered and prepped. For power capacity uniformity and because I 

want the rig to match the build sheet if/when I eventually sell it, I replaced all of the 1/8W-1% resistors with 

1/4W-5% types from my inventory. 

 

Take care when sorting the resistors. The three RF chokes are similar to resistors in size and appearance, and 

the 10Ω resistor and the 10µH(microHenrys) RF choke even have the same color codes. The RF chokes are, 

however, considerably and visibly larger than the ¼W resistors supplied with the kit. Another likely area of 

confusion is between the 51Ω resistor and the 1MΩ resistor. The 51Ω resistor carries a color code of GRN-

BRN-BLK-GLD, while the 1MΩ(mega-ohms) resistor is color-coded Black-Brown-Green-Gold. If you are 

unsure of the value based on the color code, use an ohmmeter to check the measured resistance of your resis-

tors. When doing this, however, don’t expect the measured value to be exactly the nominal value of the resis-

tor. The gold fourth band tells us that the resistor will be within ±5% of the nominal value, meaning that the 

1MΩ device can measure anywhere from 950kΩ to 1050kΩ (1.050MΩ). On the other hand, the 10Ω resistor 

can measure anywhere from 9.5Ω to 10.5Ω. Remember - you are only using the ohmmeter to confirm your 

color-code translation. 

 

The resistors are all formed to a 0.4” lead pitch. I have one of those plastic lead forming tools, so it was a 

breeze to get uniform bends on the resistors. With the PCB mounted in my PCB fixture with the component 

side up, I placed all of the resistors, working with about five of them at a time. Without flipping the PCB, I 

soldered the just-installed resistors working from the top of the board, but not cutting excess lead lengths yet. 

After soldering those five resistors, I added the next five and soldered them in the same manner, again leav-

ing the tails intact. I repeated this process until all thirty-four resistors had been placed. 

 

Next, I flipped the board over and began doing touch-up soldering and clipping of the resistor leads. “Touch-

up soldering” refers to resoldering, from the foil side, any leads that do not appear to have been adequately 

filled and bonded when soldered from the top. Start at one corner and work your way across the board until 

you have checked and clipped every resistor lead. Inspect your work carefully, checking for shorts (solder 

bridges, etc.), and also for loose or unsoldered leads. 

 

I followed up the resistor installs by placing the diodes - two 1N5817 Schottkys, one 1N4756A 47V Zener, 

and one 1N4148 general-purpose diode, aligning the cathode end of each diode as marked on the PCB. After 

the diodes, I installed the three axial RF chokes. 

 

In keeping with the traditional methodology of installing components shortest to tallest, I sorted and installed 

the disc and film capacitors next. Out of the forty-seven capacitors installed in this group, twenty-one are of 

one type - a 0.1µF(microFarad) (104) MLCC type. There are five 0.01µF (103) film capacitors, nine 

0.001µF (102) disc capacitors, one 100pF(picoFarad) (101) disc capacitor, and two 470pF (471) disc capaci-

tors. The astute reader will have noticed that this listing accounts for only thirty-eight of the total forty-seven 

non-polarized capacitors. Here’s why… 

 

 

QRP Transceiver Kit Build - Continued from page 10 

QRP Transceiver Kit Build - Continued on page 12 
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Remember that this rig was described up front as a “dual-band” unit? The designer of this kit chose to make 

the band selection something that the builder should decide upon at build time. Along the right edge of the 

PCB, with the board oriented so that the encoder and tact switch positions are towards you, there is an area 

bordered by a heavy white line. The bordered area is divided into two sections. Within those sections are the 

labels “Band A’ and ’Band B’. Band A has locations for two toroidal coils and four capacitors, while the 

Band B section has locations for two toroidal coils and five capacitors. These, then, are the missing nine ca-

pacitors. The values of these capacitors will change based upon the specific bands chosen for the radio. Simi-

larly, the windings of the toroidal coils, and in fact the toroids themselves, will also change by band. 

 

My original plan was to build this set as a 20-meter/40-meter unit, but once I realized how busy those bands 

can get, I decided to build it out as designed, for 80 meters / 160 meters. This meant installing nine C0G 

MLCC capacitors - one 150pF, one 220pF, two 680pF, and five 1500pF. Time for a photo break. See Figure 

2 on page 13. 
 

The nine electrolytic capacitors were next, minding the polarity of each capacitor , followed by the eight IC 

sockets, taking care to align the notches in the sockets with the notched ends of the IC socket images on the 

PCB. On this go-round, I also installed the DIP relay. 

 

Now it is time to install the assortment of transistors and the voltage regulators. The transistors include one 

J175 P-channel J-FET, two 2N3904 general purpose NPN bipolars, five 2N7000 N-channel enhancement 

mode MOSFETS, three BS170 N-channel enhancement mode MOSFETS, and one FQP8P10 P-channel 

power MOSFET. All transistors except the FQP8P10 are in TO-92 cases, as is the LM78L09 9-volt voltage 

regulator. Both, the FQP8P10 MOSFET and the LM7805 5-volt voltage regulator are in TO-220 cases. Care 

must be taken to get all of these semiconductor devices into their proper and correct location. After the tran-

sistors and regulators were installed, I also installed the rotary encoder, the trimpot, and the three tactile 

switches before taking a photo break. See Figure 3 on page 14. 
 

End of part 1. Part 2 will be in the December 2021 CrossTalk. 

QRP Transceiver Kit Build - Continued from page 11 

QRP Transceiver Kit Build - Continued on page 13 
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QRP Transceiver Kit Build - Continued from page 12 

QRP Transceiver Kit Build - Continued on page 14 

Figure 2 : 

Resistors, Diodes, RF Chokes, 

Ceramic and Film Capacitors, 

Installed 

Figure 1 : 

All Kit Components Unpacked 
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Figure 3 : 

 

Electrolytic Capacitors, IC Sockets, DIP Relay, Transistors, Voltage Regulators, Tactile Switches, and 

Rotary Encoder Installed 

QRP Transceiver Kit Build - Continued from page 13 
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Amateur Radio Test Prep Classes 
By Chris Prioli, AD2CS : cpprioli@gmail.com 

 

Is there anyone who would be interested in working with me to re-establish some in-house Amateur Radio 

Test Prep Classes? I have a full array of training materials ready to go. I have my ARRL Test Instructor's 

Certificate. I am simply looking for two or three volunteers to help run the classes. The more minds answer-

ing some questions, especially with varying levels of experience, the better for the students. 

 

I would like to see this take off again, and maybe if we have enough ARRL VE's, I am one, and I am sure 

there are at least two or three more in the Club, we can do the testing at the conclusion of the class series. 

This would allow us to offer upgrades more often than just once a year. 

 

I envision running Technician, General, and Amateur Extra classes as separate class sessions. I would like to 

have at least one other instructor with me at each class, meaning that I am looking for a mix of ratings, as I'd 

like to have Generals or better teaching Techs, and Extras or Advanced teaching Generals, with Extras 

teaching Extras. 

 

Don't be bashful! The classes will take place at the W2MMD Clubhouse. It would mean one evening a week 

for about six weeks, and then the test date. Or we can have the classes during the day on the weekends. I 

would like to run the three classes in parallel, so all three finish up together and are thus ready for tests to-

gether. It would be up to Club Leadership whether or not there would be a nominal fee for the classes, to 

cover expenses, though the instructors cannot be paid, they can only be reimbursed for direct expenses (copy 

paper, books, etc.). Of course, the usual test fees would apply at test time. 

 

Please get back to me if you are interested in helping out, so that I can present this to Club Leadership 

ASAP. 
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Show Us Your Shack! Mario Tagliaferri, W3CGS : Here are a few pictures 

of my shack. It truly will be a work in progress 
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NJ Special Amateur Radio Plates and MVC 
By Herb Dyer, KT2Y 
 

A special note for those who have entertained Special Plates with your Call Sign from NJ MVC. 
 

This will be a "jumping though MVC hoops" post so the short version is this :  

 If you are financing or leasing your vehicle : Wait until you have the title and registration in 

your name before getting special plates or you will be forced to purchase new plates and then pay 

to get rid of these useless plates to keep your original call sign plates. 
 

NJ MVC ties license plates to vehicle owners PLUS to the specific VIN number as 2 separate ownerships. If 

you do have special plates and pay off a vehicle and get the title for transfer into your name be sure your fi-

nance company provides 2 documents : 

1. Release of the Vehicle VIN letter. (standard with every vehicle) 

2. Release of the License Plate letter. (New one for me) This will be your call sign plate which your 

finance company may not have on file. Mine did not! They still had the old plate from my origi-

nal lease delivery on file. Verify the plate they are releasing : your call sign plate. 
 

Once you have these 2 documents : 1 will work at a MVC agency, and 1 will not. 
 

VIN release is used at a MVC Agency : You will have to pay for the new title, new registration, and NEW 

PLATES. These 3 things cannot be separated. New Title alone is $60 but I paid $106 for this event. Then 

you have to call Special Plate Division at 609-292-6500 extension #5061 and request a plate transfer form in 

the mail. 
 

Then the Release of License Plate document from the finance company along with the MVC transfer form 

which will list the new plate you just bought as the "current" plate on the vehicle (and in the MVC computer) 

plus the old call sign plate you want to keep. A check for $4.50 needs to be mailed to the Special Plate divi-

sion so they can send you a new registration with your name on it and your old call sign plate. So buying a 

car off of a lease with special plates cost me $50 extra to keep my original special call sign plates. (see short 

version above). 
 

There can be only 1 plate per VIN number so whoever owns the VIN has to own the plate! A VIN release 

cannot equal anything but a de-facto plate release. Separating these ownerships once by VIN and a second 

time by owner is confusing to say the least. A released VIN does not automatically release any plate tied to 

that VIN, so caveat emptor. 
 

How MVC allowed me to get a special plate on a vehicle I did not own is a question they could not answer. 

How they did not alert the vehicle owner of a plate change is also a question they shrugged their shoulders at. 

I'll bet car thieves would be interested in knowing how to get valid MVC plates for vehicles they do not own! 
 

Amateur Radio Special plates are under the Volunteer category on the MVC website. They are still cool, but 

pricier if you get them on a leased vehicle. (Turning the car in would have produced the same problem if I 

got a new lease instead of a buy out.) 

 

https://www.state.nj.us/mvc/vehicles/volunteer.htm 

 

Editor’s Note : Go to https://gloucestercountyarc.weebly.com/hints.html to download a PDF copy of the 

MVC vanity plate form. 

http://www.state.nj.us/mvc/vehicles/volunteer.htm
http://gloucestercountyarc.weebly.com/hints.html
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Bouvet Island DXpeditions Are In Planning Stages for 2021, 2022, and 2023 
 

Parallel planning is under way by three entities for 

DXpeditions to Bouvet Island in 2021, 2022, and 

2023. The remote volcanic, glacial sub-Antarctic is-

land in the South Atlantic is the second-most-wanted 

DXCC entity, according to Club Log. In June, the Intrepid-

DX Group canceled its 3Y0J DXpedition, planned for 2023, 

after the RV Braveheart was put up for sale. Not long after, 

the Intrepid-DX Group revived its plans and was seeking a 

suitable vessel. 

 

On August 8, a DXpedition using the 3Y0J call sign (https://www.3y0j.no) announced the signing of a con-

tract with the expedition vessel Marama, a 101-foot sailing ketch with "a proven track record and experi-

enced polar crew." Co-leaders for the November 2022 effort are Ken Opskar, LA7GIA; Rune Øye, 

LA7THA, and Erwann Merrien, LB1QI. Opskar, who holds the 3Y0J license, split from the Intrepid-DX 

Group DXpedition effort he headed with co-leader Paul Ewing, N6PSE. 

 

In a brief announcement on August 3, Ewing had said that a Bouvet DXpedition team under "revised leader-

ship" had found "a suitable/affordable vessel willing to take us to Bouvet," and was negotiating the terms of 

that charter contract. Ewing's co-leaders would be David Jorgensen, WD5COV, and Kevin Rowett, K6TD. 

The Intrepid-DX Group now must secure a new license and landing permission from the Norwegian Polar 

Institute. 

 

Meanwhile, Polish radio amateur Dom Grzyb, 3Z9DX, says planning continues for a second expedition on 

Bouvet Island in late 2021, using the call sign 3Y0I (https://bouvetoya.org). "As you probably know, our 

first attempt to reach the island of Bouvet in March 2019 failed," Grzyb says on the DXpedition's website. 

"We were so close - just 63 nautical miles off the shore of Bouvet Island." 

 

The reconstituted 3Y0J group under the LA7GIA/LA7THA/LB1QI triumvirate said in its August 8 an-

nouncement that it planned to begin fundraising "immediately." It would field a team of 12 operators for a 20

-day stay "around Bouvet." They would set up at Cape Fie at the southeastern part of the island, which they 

called "the only feasible part where a DXpedition can safely set up camp on rocky ground; we will not set 

[up] camp on the glacier." 

 

Article Credit : The ARRL Letter for August 12, 2021 - www.arrl.org 

Tuesday, November 2, 2021 

http://www.3y0j.no
http://bouvetoya.org
http://www.arrl.org
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Mines On The Air (MOTA) Promoted As An Activity Similar To 

Summits On The Air (SOTA) 
 

Many hams enjoy getting out of the house to operate, engaging in 

such activities as Summits On The Air (SOTA), Parks On The Air 

(POTA), or Islands On The Air (IOTA). Now it's time to try Mines 

On The Air (MOTA - https://minesontheair.com) - but banish any 

thoughts of underground operating. The spark plug for this activity is John 

"JohnnyF" Fuller, WJ0NF, in Colorado. 

 

"I decided to start...the MOTA project 

because mines are everywhere in my area, 

and I was already checking them out and 

researching their history," Fuller ex-

plained on the MOTA website. He got 

into ham radio after losing "internet, cell, 

and landline service for the fourth time in 

2016." 
 

MOTA aims to see operators get out of the shack, enjoy the hobby, and take 

others (spotters) along for the ride. "It is meant to promote the hobby, enjoy 

the world around us, and bring a bit of history into our lives," Fuller said. "I 

encourage Activators to document their adventure with photos and videos that they can share with everyone - 

either via this site, their own sites, or YouTube videos." 
 

He continued, "I would also encourage activators to bring back part of the enjoyment via QSL cards. If you 

have the means, spend a few dollars, and create one-of-a-kind, limited-edition QSL cards for the spotters that 

couldn't be there." 
 

Fuller said he's planned on limited runs of 20 - 30 cards for each activation, each card bearing an image of 

the relevant mine. 
 

"We are just starting out, and I am sure things will change as the project grows," Fuller said. "For now, I 

would like to create a form where MOTA Activators can fill out the relevant information and submit it for 

addition to the database. Once the project grows past a critical point, we will have to move to a more interac-

tive site where you can search through the database and upload information on your own." 
 

Fuller said to activate a mine and have it added to the database will just include information describing 

where the site is located and photographic proof that the operator was there. If a link to a website for the 

mine is available, he'd like that included too. Fuller's Activation Requirements (https://

minesontheair.com/activation-requirements) page has more details. 
 

Fuller has one important caveat: activating a mine for MOTA "is not meant for people to risk their health or 

lives by exploring unsafe locations. No more than SOTA or IOTA. In each activity, you need to use common 

sense. Stay out of these old mines and be safe." 
 

He notes that not all mine sites are open to the public. "Make sure you know ahead of time what legal access 

you have to the location," he said. 
 

Article Credit : The ARRL Letter for August 12, 2021 - www.arrl.org 

http://minesontheair.com
http://minesontheair.com/activation-requirements
http://minesontheair.com/activation-requirements
http://www.arrl.org
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Newspaper Article Boosts Interest in Net Aimed at Visually Impaired, Disabled 

Amateurs 
 

In June, Gerald Gaule, KE7GGV, of Vancouver, Washington, an-

nounced that he was launching a new net in the Portland, Oregon/

Vancouver, Washington Metro Area for the visually impaired, 

blind, and disabled. The net runs on the fourth Sunday of each month at 8 

PM Pacific Time on the W7RAT repeater on 440.400 MHz. Some publicity 

about Gaule and the net in The Columbian, a regional newspaper, has 

boosted attendance, Gaule said, as well as a request for help. 

 

"Within a few minutes after the article came out, a mom approached me 

about helping her son, who is visually impaired and autistic, and interested 

in becoming a ham," Gaule said. "I am planning to help him every step of 

the way, even becoming a mentor after he gets his license." Gaule said that 

ARRL Western Washington Section Manager Monte Simpson, W7FF, was 

providing material and working to come up with a plan involving the 25-year-old's parents that would help 

get him licensed. 

 

"He's a very nice young man and very confident in himself," said Gaule. "We had a 2-hour meeting yester-

day at a local coffee shop. I've offered my help to read the material and get him the right sources to get him 

on the way to becoming a successful amateur radio operator." 

 

Earlier this year, Simpson appointed Gaule as an Assistant Section Manager for Inclusivity. 

 

As a result of the newspaper article, Gaule reports receiving more than 50 calls from amateur radio operators, 

as well as people who are interested in amateur radio. He's also gotten more than 100 emails about the story -

- all positive. 

 

As the newspaper article explained, "Gaule, who was disabled in 2007, said he worked for commercial radio 

stations for many years and has been a ham operator for about 20 years. He decided a few months ago to try 

to include more blind and disabled people in ham radio because it is versatile, educational, and entertaining." 

 

Gaule serves as the Public Information Officer for Region 4 ARES/RACES in Western Washington. 

 

Article Credit : The ARRL Letter for August 26, 2021 : www.arrl.org 

http://www.arrl.org
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California Club Assists Animal Rescue Group With Communication Support 
 

The El Dorado County Amateur Radio Club (EDCARC - http://www.edcarc.net) has been pro-

viding radio communication support for small and large animal rescue efforts during the Caldor Fire 

(https://bit.ly/3A3ndqY). Members of the South County Large Animal Rescue (SCLAR - http://

www.sclar.org) group, El Dorado County Animal Services (https://www.edcgov.us/

animalservices), and other volunteers have been addressing the need. Many of the EDCARC volunteers are 

also members of the Club's Neighborhood Radio Watch (https://www.facebook.com/groups/

NeighborhoodRadioWatch) program. 

 

As the California Caldor Fire destroyed the community of Grizzly 

Flats, threatened Lake Tahoe, and caused evacuations in dozens of 

communities throughout the county, thousands of area residents 

were forced to flee their homes without having time to round up 

their pets and livestock. 

 

"We desperately love our animal companions, whether big or small, 

and being separated and unable to care for them in the midst of a dis-

aster is truly heart-wrenching," said Alan Thompson, W6WN, the 

club's Public Information Officer. "Because of the mountainous ter-

rain, many of our neighborhoods already had little or no cell or inter-

net communication, and the fire only made things worse." 

 

Thompson said the club quickly deployed its Mobile ARRL Ama-

teur Radio Emergency Services (ARES®) Communications Center, maintained by Jay Harmor, KE6GLA, 

which is in service as central net operations. Several members stepped up, including Dale Dennis, KJ6HHY, 

from Yolo ARES, and Tom Newman, NN6H, from Alameda County Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Ser-

vice (RACES®) and part of the Alameda County Sheriff's Communications Team. They volunteered their 

time and radios to accompany the animal rescue teams dispatched into impacted areas. 

 

Teams of SCLAR members, Animal Services personnel, public em-

ployees, and radio communications staff have been conducting daily 

animal rescue missions and welfare checks throughout the impacted 

areas. Until residents are permitted to return, these teams are provid-

ing food, water, and care to abandoned animals. 

 

Thompson said those seeking an animal evacuation or welfare check 

should contact El Dorado County Animal Services - western slope, 

(530) 621-5795 or the shelter at (530) 621-7631. In the South Tahoe 

area, call (530) 573-7925. 

 

SCLAR will respond as directed by El Dorado County Animal Ser-

vices. They cannot self-deploy or respond directly to phone calls for 

assistance, Thompson said. 

 

 

 

Article Credit : The ARRL Letter for September 9, 2021 - www.arrl.org 

Caldor Fire: Horses being fed by Fol-

som Police [Jordan Heichman, WC6J, 

photo] 

Joel Wiley, WB6GUY (left), and 

Cara Kulas, Senior Humane Officer 

with the Hayward Police Department, 

feed goats. [Jason Heichman, WC6J, 

photo] 

http://www.edcarc.net
http://bit.ly/3A3ndqY
http://www.sclar.org
http://www.sclar.org
http://www.edcgov.us/animalservices
http://www.edcgov.us/animalservices
http://www.facebook.com/groups/NeighborhoodRadioWatch
http://www.facebook.com/groups/NeighborhoodRadioWatch
http://www.arrl.org
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Announcements 
 

 WSJT-X 2.5.0 is now in general release and is available on the WSJT-X website (https://

physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/wsjtx.html). New features are described in the WSJT-X User 

Guide (https://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/wsjtx-doc/wsjtx-main-2.5.0.html) and in the 

Release Notes (https://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/Release_Notes.txt). If you will use the 

new Q65 mode, read the Quick-Start Guide to Q65 (https://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/

Q65_Quick_Start.pdf). 

 

 The 3Y0J (https://www.3y0j.no) Bouvet Island DXpedition team will implement a new feature on its 

website where you can get the latest news, discuss topics with the team, get feedback and hints, interact 

with operators, and more. 
 

Article Credit : The ARRL Letter for September 30, 2021 - www.arrl.org 

ARRL SET - October 2, 2021 Highlights 
By Chris Prioli, AD2CS 

 

Here are some photos of Mike Mollet, N2SRO and 

myself in Mike's ham shack operating as NCS op-

erators for the SET. Mike was command and con-

trol NCS, while I was general traffic NCS. It ran 

from 0900 Hours to 1100 Hours and it went very 

well. 

WORD TO THE WISE 

W/VE Stations 

Often when reading rules for a specific contest, you'll see language like "W/VE Stations work DX stations; 

DX stations work everyone." I've been asked on several occasions, "What's a W/VE station?" W/VE stations 

are those stations located in the United States and Canada, while DX stations are the rest of the world. Be 

careful though, in some contests Alaska, Hawaii and the US territories are considered DX (such as ARRL 

International DX contest), and others they are considered W/VE (such as ARRL Sweepstakes). 

http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/wsjtx.html
http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/wsjtx.html
http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/wsjtx-doc/wsjtx-main-2.5.0.html
http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/Release_Notes.txt
http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/Q65_Quick_Start.pdf
http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/Q65_Quick_Start.pdf
http://www.3y0j.no
http://www.arrl.org
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September 2021 Volunteer Monitor Program Report 
 

The Volunteer Monitor (VM) Program is a joint initiative between the ARRL and FCC to enhance 

compliance in the Amateur Radio Service. This is the VM Program report for September 2021. 

 

 Technician-class operators in Mansfield, Ohio; Avon Park, Florida, and Pulaski, Tennessee, re-

ceived Advisory Notices after making numerous FT8 contacts on 20 meters. Technician-class li-

censees do not have operating privileges on 20 meters. 

 A Volunteer Monitor in Mission Viejo, California, received a Department of Homeland Security, 

United States Coast Guard Certificate of Appreciation for his efforts in locating a defective trans-

mitter on Marine Radio Channel 16 that was blocking emergency communications on that chan-

nel. 

 A former licensee in Durham, North Carolina, received an Advisory Notice for operating under a 

call sign and license cancelled by the FCC. 

 An operator in White Pine, Tennessee, received an Advisory Notice regarding operation on 7.137 

MHz, a frequency not authorized under his General-class license. 

 Operators in Swannanoa, North Carolina, and New Albany, Indiana, received Good Operator No-

tices for exemplary operation during 2021 and for regularly assisting other operators with trans-

mitter adjustments and amateur radio procedures. 

 The VM Program made one recommendation to the FCC for case closure. 

 

VM Program statistics for August showed 2,008 hours on HF frequencies and 2,642 hours on VHF frequen-

cies and above, for a total of 4,650 hours. - Thanks to Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, Administrator, Volun-

teer Monitor Program 

 

Article Credit : The ARRL Letter for October 14, 2021 - www.arrl.org 

http://www.arrl.org
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Enjoy Two Weekends of Fun During the ARRL November Sweepstakes 
 

The ARRL November Sweepstakes (SS - http://www.arrl.org/

sweepstakes) weekends loom large on the amateur radio contest 

horizon. The CW weekend is November 6 - 8, while the phone 

weekend is November 20 - 22. Both events begin on Saturday at 

2100 UTC and conclude on Monday at 0259 UTC. 

 

The SS offers operating categories for every preference. The goal for 

many seasoned SS operators is to complete a "clean sweep" by contacting 

all 84 ARRL and Radio Amateurs of Canada (RAC) Sections (https://

contests.arrl.org/contestmultipliers.php). Canada's Prince Edward Is-

land province joined the list last year. Most SS operators try to run up the 

contact and multiplier counts and stay in the chair for the full 24 (out of 

30) allowable hours. 

 

The competition can be fierce, and the pileups can be huge. In 2020, ARRL received 1,445 logs for the CW 

event and 2,046 for the phone event. 

 

Some Sections are harder to contact than others. Northern Territories (NT) is always a challenge, but there's 

a slim chance that snagging NT could be easier this year. 

 

Gerry Hull, W1VE (also VE1RM), is hoping to operate as VY1AAA for both weekends, using "J" Allen's, 

VY1JA, Yukon Territory station remotely from the US. Now in his mid-70s, Allen essentially retired from 

ham radio a few years ago due to health issues, but he's bounced back this year with renewed enthusiasm and 

working to get a station and antennas ready for Hull to operate. At this point, he's sorting through a backyard 

scrap pile that includes tower sections he had up in the past. He wants to get 80 - 100 feet assembled and 

clamped to a sturdy utility pole. Hull says Allen is committed to the task.  

 

"VY1JA is now in re-construction," Allen says on his QRZ.com 

(https://www.qrz.com/lookup/vy1ja) profile. "There is only a small 

chance that it will be done and on the air for SS CW this year. If so, 

signals may be weaker than in the past, with only a 100 W Omni VII 

and wire antennas. Plans for building an amp failed, and antenna work 

has taken far longer than expected." 

 

Hull said if Allen does manage to erect the antenna support tower, 

VY1AAA will have inverted V antennas for 20 and 40 meters, which 

Hull considers "the money bands from Yukon on CW." 

 

"So, hoping for good weather and good health for J, and then we 

might have VY1AAA on for the masses for SS CW," he said. Hull said if the CW weekend is successful, 

he'll consider also operating in the phone event. 

 

Other difficult Sections to contact include Delaware, Puerto Rico, the US Virgin Islands, Pacific, and North 

Dakota. (Alaska, Hawaii and other US territories in the ARRL Pacific Section, Puerto Rico, and the US Vir-

gin Islands count as W/VE stations, not as DX, for the SS.) 

 
ARRL November Sweepstakes - Continued on page 25 

The VY1JA tower boneyard. [Photo 

courtesy of J Allen, VY1JA] 

http://www.arrl.org/sweepstakes
http://www.arrl.org/sweepstakes
http://contests.arrl.org/contestmultipliers.php
http://contests.arrl.org/contestmultipliers.php
http://www.qrz.com/lookup/vy1ja
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Contesters, especially the less experienced, often want to know how to handle duplicate contacts (dupes). It's 

almost a given that this will happen in SS. While some operators still set up a "hot key" to send "WKD B4" 

on CW when encountering a dupe, current best practice is to work the apparent dupe, log it, and move on. 

While dupes don't earn any points, they also don't mean you'll incur a NIL (not-in-log) penalty if the appar-

ent dupe did not log the initial contact for one reason or another. 

 

The SS exchange is patterned on traffic-handling terminology. For 

both the CW and phone events, stations exchange a sequential serial 

number (no leading zeros are required), an operating category 

(precedence), call sign, the last two digits of the year first licensed 

(check), and ARRL/RAC Section. 

 

Most areas of the US change from Daylight Saving Time to Standard 

Time at 2 AM local time on November 7, by moving clocks back 1 

hour. UTC is not affected. 

 

Logs are due within 7 days after the event is over. Certificates will be awarded in the top operator CW and 

Phone scores in each category in each ARRL/RAC Section and Division, and plaques will be awarded to the 

Overall and Division winners. Icom America is the principal awards sponsor.  

 

An operating guide that relates some of the history and evolution of these North American contests is avail-

able under "Operating Guidelines" on the ARRL November Sweepstakes (http://www.arrl.org/

sweepstakes) page. 

 

Article Credit : The ARRL Letter for October 21, 2021 - www.arrl.org 

ARRL November Sweepstakes - Continued from page 24 

Thursday, November 11, 2021 

Wednesday, November 10, 2021 

http://www.arrl.org/sweepstakes
http://www.arrl.org/sweepstakes
http://www.arrl.org
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2021 Bike MS Event 
By Chris Prioli, AD2CS 

 

The 2021 running of the annual Bike MS City-to-Shore bicycle run took place on September 25th and 26th, 

with plenty of support by ham radio operators along the way. The Saturday event kicked off in the dark from 

the PATCO Woodcrest Station parking lot in Cherry Hill, and wound up at the Music Pier in Ocean City, 

with the opposite route being run on Sunday. The Saturday route included an optional spur route that brought 

the normal seventy-five mile route up to an even hundred miles, a course run only by the strongest cyclers. 

Similarly, the ridership on Sunday was a fraction of Saturday’s complement, though a couple hundred riders 

made the trip on Sunday. 

 

Amateur radio played an important role in the smooth running of the event, with radio-linked communicators 

staged at various checkpoints along the cyclists’ route. The communicators were tasked with reporting the 

passing of key event personnel and vehicles, as long as promoting the safety and welfare of the riders by 

warning them of traffic and/or roadway hazards. The communicators were also tasked with obtaining help 

via radio for any cyclist who needed medical treatment, repairs, or a lift to the nearest rest or hydration sta-

tion. 

 

Our Club was well-represented, with the following individuals serving as checkpoint communicators: 

 

 Jim AC2BY 

 Bill NJ2S 

 Chris AD2CS 

 Karl W2KBF 

 Harry K2ATX 

 Harry W3DNQ 

 

In addition to the checkpoint communicators, hams staffed other fixed sites such as the start and finish lines 

and the lunch and rest areas. Also, there was a roving group of hams on motorcycles who patrolled the route 

watching out for cyclists in trouble between the checkpoints. Among this group was our own Herb KT2Y. 

Herb was instrumental in getting out the volunteers from among our membership. Information regarding the 

call signs of non-checkpoint hams was requested from the Event Communications folks, but there has been 

nothing heard in reply as of this writing. 

 

This event is a great example of amateur radio giving back to our communities and local and national chari-

ties. Our folks performed a series of valuable and necessary services, without which the safety and even the 

very success of the event would have been doubtful. Thank you to all who participated. 

 Sheldon K2MEN 

 Greg W5DO 

 Darrin KD2ALQ 

 Jerry WW2WTF 

 Bruce KD2LBU 

Digi-Key Online Conversion Calculators 

 

www.digikey.com/calculators 

http://www.digikey.com/calculators
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2021 Bike MS Event 
By Herb Dyer, KT2Y 
 

Hello All, 

 

Well another Ride MS is now officially on the books. 2021 was both a Banner Year, and a 

challenging one. 

 

We had 149 HAMS sign up to either work the actual 2 days of the event, or were instrumental 

in the planning and set-up of all the background operations.  

 

I just can not think of the words that express how to say more than just THANK YOU. You all 

put yourselves out there to show that you care. I say once again, it is folks like yourselves that 

make me so PROUD to say that I am a HAM. Your dedication to Public Service is also proof 

that others mean something to you, and believe me, the Society and all those living with Mul-

tiple Sclerosis in the Greater Delaware Valley appreciate you. 

 

We had a lot of setbacks this year, but please take my promise that these were all a learning 

process that will make next year's event bigger, better, and run smoother. Please keep us in 

mind and pass along to your friends and fellow HAMS to look for, and help out with, the 2022 

Ride MS - City to Shore. 

 

With all my RESPECT, Joe D (KC2SFB) 

 

PS: Please remember to send us any suggestions you may have. We work WITH you, and your 

thoughts help us to make a better event. 

 

With Much Appreciation 

73, EvComm (609.795.0909) 

Friday, November 28, 2021 
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Regional Skywarn websites for on-line and in-person  

training classes 
 

Philadelphia/Mt Holly Skywarn : www.weather.gov/phi/skywarn 

State College, PA Skywarn : www.weather.gov/ctp/skywarn 

Pittsburgh, PA Skywarn : www.weather.gov/pbz/skywarn 

Skywarn Spotter Training - Winter Edition : Virtual via GoToWebinar 

Register via links at the top of www.weather.gov/pbz 

 

Thursday, November 4, 2021 @ 1900 - 2030 Hours 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/273364297951323918 

 

Tuesday, November 16, 2021 @ 1000 - 1130 Hours 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5888858253023822604 

Basic Skywarn Training - Virtual Talk Schedule : Fall 2021 

Register via a link at the top of www.weather.gov/ctp/SpotterTalks 

 

Monday, November 8, 2021 @ 1830 - 2030 Hours 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1124633688033954320 

 

Thursday, November 18, 2021 @ 1830 - 2030 Hours 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4460834541194742288 

Thursday, November 25, 2021 

http://www.weather.gov/phi/skywarn
http://www.weather.gov/ctp/skywarn
http://www.weather.gov/pbz/skywarn
http://www.weather.gov/pbz
http://register.gotowebinar.com/register/273364297951323918
http://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5888858253023822604
http://www.weather.gov/ctp/SpotterTalks
http://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1124633688033954320
http://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4460834541194742288
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2019-2023 Element 3 General Class License Question Quiz 
 

This month we start with Subelement G8 : Signals and Emissions (Answers on ‘Last Page Calendar’) 

 

G8A01 

How is an FSK signal generated? 

A. By keying an FM transmitter with a sub-audible tone 

B. By changing an oscillator’s frequency directly with a digital control signal 

C. By using a transceiver’s computer data interface protocol to change frequencies 

D. By reconfiguring the CW keying input to act as a tone generator 

 

G8A02 

What is the name of the process that changes the phase angle of an RF signal to convey information? 

A. Phase convolution 

B. Phase modulation 

C. Phase transformation 

D. Phase inversion 

 

G8A03 

What is the name of the process that changes the instantaneous frequency of an RF wave to convey 

information? 

A. Frequency convolution 

B. Frequency transformation 

C. Frequency conversion 

D. Frequency modulation 

 

G8A04 

What emission is produced by a reactance modulator connected to a transmitter RF amplifier stage? 

A. Multiplex modulation 

B. Phase modulation 

C. Amplitude modulation 

D. Pulse modulation 

 

G8A05 

What type of modulation varies the instantaneous power level of the RF signal? 

A. Frequency shift keying 

B. Phase modulation 

C. Frequency modulation 

D. Amplitude modulation 

 

G8A06 

Which of the following is characteristic of QPSK31? 

A. It is sideband sensitive 

B. Its encoding provides error correction 

C. Its bandwidth is approximately the same as BPSK31 

D. All these choices are correct 

 

 
General Class Quiz - Continued on page 30 
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G8A07 

Which of the following phone emissions uses the narrowest bandwidth? 

A. Single sideband 

B. Double sideband 

C. Phase modulation 

D. Frequency modulation 

 

G8A08 

Which of the following is an effect of overmodulation? 

A. Insufficient audio 

B. Insufficient bandwidth 

C. Frequency drift 

D. Excessive bandwidth 

 

G8A09 

What type of modulation is used by the FT8 digital mode? 

A. 8-tone frequency shift keying 

B. Vestigial sideband 

C. Amplitude compressed AM 

D. Direct sequence spread spectrum 

 

G8A10 

What is meant by the term “flat-topping,” when referring to a single sideband phone transmission? 

A. Signal distortion caused by insufficient collector current 

B. The transmitter’s automatic level control (ALC) is properly adjusted 

C. Signal distortion caused by excessive drive 

D. The transmitter’s carrier is properly suppressed 

 

G8A11 

What is the modulation envelope of an AM signal? 

A. The waveform created by connecting the peak values of the modulated signal 

B. The carrier frequency that contains the signal 

C. Spurious signals that envelop nearby frequencies 

D. The bandwidth of the modulated signal 

 

G8A12 

Which of the following narrow-band digital modes can receive signals with very low signal-to-noise 

ratios? 

A. MSK144 

B. FT8 

C. AMTOR 

D. MFSK32 

General Class Quiz - Continued from page 29 

ARRL Ham Radio License Exam Practice Website 
www.arrlexamreview.appspot.com 

http://www.arrlexamreview.appspot.com
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Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club 

General Membership Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, October 6, 2021 
 

President Tony Starr K3TS opened the meeting @ 1932 Hours with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

Attendance : 

 Members : 23 members in-person, 13 members on ZOOM 

 Visitors : 2 (Carl Wittig of Mantua and Bill Paulus, KD2EOY of Hammonton) 

 

Minutes from the September General Membership Meeting were approved without changes. 

 

TREASURER : Alan Arrison KB2AYU reported the following YTD Budgeted Items : 

 Income : $11,825 

 Expenses : $6,893 

 Net gain : $4,931 

Total in all Club accounts included general donations to the Club. A separate fund was established for re-

building following the tornado damage. The Go Fund Me site has collected as of October 14th $8,938 and 

$4,978 was received as cash and checks for a total of $13,518. Alan noted generous donations from the Bank 

of Elmer and the family of Jim Wright N2GXJ. 

 

The 2021 Hamfest was "record breaking" thanks to the great efforts from Club members. We had 59 tailgat-

ers, 26 vendors, and 486 purchasing general admission tickets. Net gain this year was $4,345. For perspec-

tive, the highest previous Net gain was $3,730. We received comments from members of other clubs as to 

the excellence of the GCARC Hamfest. 

 

CLUBHOUSE : Alan Arrison KB2AYU said things have been extremely busy. Alan worked with John 

O'Connell K2QA, Frank Romeo N3PUU, Jonathan Pearce WB2MNF and others to get the HF station 

back on the air by setting up a temporary 60 foot tower, triband beam and 40/80 multiband dipole, all on 

loan from Alan. John Hill W2HUV will get the remote station operational. Tony Starr K3TS thanked Alan 

and his helpers for the quick recovery effort. 

 

Jim Wright N2GXJ asked if the VHF/UHF antennas might be back in place in time for the VHF/UHF con-

tests in January. Alan said probably not, so Jim noted that we might combine the scores from home stations 

into a Club Score. 

 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE : Jonathan Pearce WB2MNF said that, while the while the focus has been 

upon getting the HF station back on the air, Alan Arrison KB2AYU has relocated the 2M/440 antenna 

higher on the bent tower in order to avoid shielding. This has permitted stations KB2AYU and W2KBF to 

connect once again to the W2MMD-3 WinLink station on 441.050 MHz. There will be no program at the 

next Tech Saturday Forum but we may do a WinLink session in the future. 

 

CLUB NETS : Jim Clark KA2OSV reports 4 to 5 check-ins on the recent 10 meter nets. Gary Mirkin 

WA3SVW restarted the Digital Training Net now known as "The DigiNet" on the first Monday of the 

month and had 9 check-ins. It was decided that MMSSTV will be the topic for the next few weeks. 

 
October 2021 General Membership Meeting Minutes - Continued on page 32 
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DX COMMITTEE : Tony Starr K3TS finds that 15 Meters is open to Europe almost every day from mid-

morning to afternoon, so DX is coming back! About a half dozen small DXpeditions are scheduled for later 

this month. Tony is still looking for someone to take over the DX Committee so that he can focus on the 

Contest Committee. 

 

CONTEST COMMITTEE : Tony Starr K3TS noted that many state QSO Parties are coming up. PA, 

NV, and AZ are this weekend, NY and 10-10 CW Contests are on the 16th and 17th, the Stew Perry 160 con-

test is the 23rd and 24th and the CQ WW DX SSB Contest is Halloween weekend. 

 

HAMFEST COMMITTEE : Sheldon Parker K2MEN reiterated what Alan Arrison KB2AYU said 

about the success of the recent Hamfest and thanked all who contributed by helping out. All efforts, no mat-

ter how small, are appreciated and build value for those who attend. Tony Starr K3TS has received emails 

from presidents of other clubs saying how much their members enjoyed it. 

 

OLD BUSINESS : Gary Reed N2QEE provided an update on the VE sessions. At the Hamfest, 8 of the 10 

passed their exams. Since the usual testing site in Franklinville has been closed, future VE sessions will take 

place at the W2MMD Clubhouse on the 2nd Thursday of every month. The next will be on November 11, 

2021 @ 1900 Hours. Jeff Garth WB2ZBN has offered to open the Clubhouse for this monthly event. There 

will be no walk-ins, all will need to pre-register because all applicants must now provide an email address 

and an FRN, as per FCC requirements. Alan Arrison KB2AYU noted that the W2MMD Clubhouse is not 

ADA compliant, so special arrangements may be made for persons with disabilities. 

 

NEW BUSINESS : All Club Officers, one Trustee and two Directors are up for election in December. The 

Nominating Committee has put forward the following slate of candidates : 

 President : Tony Starr K3TS 

 Vice President : Jonathan Pearce WB2MNF 

 Recording Secretary : Karl Frank W2KBF 

 Treasurer :  Alan Arrison KB2AYU 

 Corresponding Secretary : Ron Block NR2B 

 Trustee : Chuck Lanard KD2EIB 

 Director : Jeff Garth WB2ZBN 

 Director : Jim Clark KA2OSV 

 

The floor was then opened for additional nominations but none were made. The nominations are closed for 

now but will be reopened during the November General Membership Meeting. 

 

ARES UPDATE : Karl Frank W2KBF reviewed the recent ARRL Simulated Emergency Test on Satur-

day, October 2, 2021, in which 12 GC-ARES members participated. A traffic net was established on the 

W2MMD 147.180 MHz repeater by Chris Prioli AD2CS and a Command and Control Net was established 

by Mike Mollet N2SRO on the W2MMD 442.100 MHz repeater which was used to deploy resources. Sev-

eral drill messages were passed by phone and digital means. Bruce Canino KD2LBU was dispatched to a 

simulated shelter located on the Rowan campus in Sewell and Bob Keogh KD2NEC was dispatched to the 

Gloucester County OEM facility (parking lot) in Clayton to confirm that we could provide communications 

between these sites. A new feature this year was the exchange of signals on 75 Meters with both Cumber-

land and Ocean County ARES. 

October 2021 General Membership Meeting Minutes - Continued from page 31 
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The W1UL Ham Cram Website 
www.ham-cram.com 

 

HF TOWER REPLACEMENT PROJECT : Tony Starr K3TS and Alan Arrison KB2AYU presented a 

proposal to purchase a used 70 foot LM-470 TriEx Tower as a permanent replacement for the 54 foot HF 

tower damaged by the tornado. This tower would cost $11,000 new, but is being offered for $3,000. This is a 

motorized crank-up tower that has potential for lowering by remote (if another wind storm should arise sud-

denly) and includes a tilt over base. Also, it will fit the existing tower base once the damaged tower is re-

moved. This proposal has been approved by the BoD, but now must be approved by the membership. After a 

brief discussion, the membership approved spending $3,000 to purchase the tower. 

 

Sheldon Parker K2MEN asked if the old HF beam was repairable. The brief answer was NO, it was dam-

aged beyond repair. Tony and Alan believe that newer designs would offer better performance with less 

wind loading. The replacement beam under consideration is a JK MidTri 40. Alan obtained a quote of 

$3,652, including shipping. Jim Wright N2GXJ asked if it would cover WARC bands. Tony said that it 

would not, but that a special WARC band antenna could be added later. 

 

Jonathan Pearce WB2MNF asked if a new rotor and cabling would be required. The answer was YES. 

 

Following further discussion, it was noted that the Club had enough money from donations to cover pur-

chase of the tower, antenna, rotator and cables. A proposal was made and passed to spend up to $3,700 for 

the beam and $2,000 for a rotor, coax and cabling. Alan noted that if the weather holds up, it may be possi-

ble to have all of this installed by the end of the year. 

 

Chris Prioli AD2CS asked if permits would be required to replace the tower. Tony thinks not, but will check. 

Jim Clark KA2OSV asked about plans to replace the VHF tower but Tony said we need to focus upon the 

HF tower for now. 

 

MS City to Shore Bike Ride : Herb Dyer KT2Y is collecting comments and feedback from Club members 

who participated in this event. Ridership was down about 50% and the organization is in the process of post 

pandemic rebuilding. It is recognized that some coverage problems resulted from the relocation of the an-

tenna for the Deptford repeater. Also, Bill Paulus KD2EOY commented that, because of delays between 

linked repeaters, operators should pause a few seconds after keying up before talking or else the beginning 

of their transmission may be cut off. Herb wants to work on recruiting more GCARC members to support 

the MS City to Shore Bike Ride and thinks the Club needs to reconstitute a Public Service Committee to 

keep track of such events. 

 

President Tony Starr K3TS closed the meeting @ 2040 Hours. 

 

There was no program scheduled, but members stayed to socialize and rag chew. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Karl Frank W2KBF, 

Recording Secretary 

October 2021 General Membership Meeting Minutes - Continued from page 32 
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Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club 

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, October 20, 2021 
 

President Tony Starr K3TS opened the meeting @ 1859 Hours. 

 

Attendance : 

 President Tony Starr K3TS 

 Treasurer Alan Arrison KB2AYU 

 Recording Secretary Karl Frank W2KBF 

 Corresponding Secretary Ron Block NR2B 

 Director Jeff Garth WB2ZBN 

 Director Jim Clark KA2OSV 

 Director Chuck Colabrese WA2TML 

 Director Herb Dyer KT2Y 

 Director Bill Price NJ2S 

 Director Robert Durham W2RAD 

 Member Frank Romeo N3PUU 

 Member Jonathan Pearce WB2MNF 

 Member John O'Connell K2QA 

 

MINUTES : The minutes of the last BoD Meeting on September 22, 2021 were summarized by Karl 

Frank W2KBF and approved without changes. 

 

MEMBERSHIP : Jeff Garth WB2ZBN received membership applications from Carl Wittig (no call) and 

Jeff Thomson N2SQA. Both applications were approved. 

 

TREASURER : Alan Arrison KB2AYU reported the following YTD Budgeted Items : 

 Income : $11,924 

 Expenses : $6,893 

 Net Gain : $5,031 

Total in all accounts includes $5,128 in donations by cash and check for rebuilding. After deductions for 

"tips", the net GoFundMe donations are $8,636 for a total of $13,764 collected for rebuilding. So far, $3,000 

has been spent on the HF tower replacement and President Tony Starr K3TS donated rental of a trailer to 

move the replacement tower. 

 

CLUBHOUSE : Alan Arrison KB2AYU noted that the HF station is back on the air using a triband beam 

and trailer-mounted tower that is on loan from him and a multiband dipole. SWR is high on 160 and 80 me-

ters, but is OK on 40, 20, 15 and 10 meters. Remote control of the HF station has been restored. Jonathan 

Pearce WB2MNF, Frank Romeo N3PUU and Alan took down the old HF tower and the new tower is on 

the ground behind the Clubhouse The steel cables must be replaced. A 500-foot roll of steel cable may be 

enough and the cost estimate from Tashjian Towers Corporation is $650, but we may look around for a bet-

ter price e.g. at Fazzios. Also, we will need a steel mast. Bill Price NJ2S will check with Rick Connor 

WC2K to see if a cable crimping tool may be available. 
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The hoist motor for the new tower may have suffered water damage. Alan and Tony Starr K3TS will ask 

Anthony Cerami KD2RPI if he would take a look at it. Also, Alan said that the heat tape on the water line 

to the Clubhouse must be checked for rodent damage before Winter and Bill noted that the level in the pro-

pane tank needs to be checked. 

 

Tony asked if it was time to order the new JK Mid-Tri 40 beam antenna. The funds were approved already 

by the membership, and the BoD decided to proceed with the order. 

 

DX Committee : Tony Starr K3TS said the Clubhouse would be open Halloween weekend for the CQ 

WW DX SSB Contest. Vinnie Sallustio N4NYY will organize this effort and Tony will send out an an-

nouncement. 

 

CLUB NETS : Jim Clark KA2OSV said that 4 to 5 people are checking in to the 10-meter Net. Jeff Garth 

WB2ZBN said that 8 to 10 were checking in to the 2 Meter nets. 

 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE : Jonathan Pearce WB2MNF noted that Alan Arrison KB2AYU has relo-

cated the 2M APRS/70 CM WinLink antenna higher up on the damaged VHF tower and is now feeding it 

with hardline. This should improve the performance. Frank Romeo N3PUU, John O'Connell K2QA, and 

Jonathan got WinLink working on 40 meters from the Clubhouse using a FLEX 3000. Jonathan hopes to 

set this up on a more permanent basis. 

 

OLD BUSINESS : The next VE session will be run by Gary Reed N2QEE at the Clubhouse on November 

11. Advance registration with Gary is necessary. Jeff Garth WB2ZBN will open the Clubhouse for this 

event. 

 

There was some discussion as to what was covered by the Club's insurance policy. Alan Arrison KB2AYU 

clarified that only the structure and its contents are covered. Anything outside, including towers and anten-

nas, are not covered. The possibility of obtaining insurance from ARRL that would cover towers and anten-

nas was discussed and Chuck Colabrese WA2TML volunteered to investigate. 

 

NEW BUSINESS : Tony Starr K3TS relayed a suggestion that he had received from Charlie Wahl 

KC2STO about inviting the Boy Scouts to use the W2MMD facilities during Jamboree On The Air (JOTA). 

The BoD agreed to this and to inviting the Scouts to Field Day to participate in the GOTA station. Bill Price 

NJ2S will reach out to Troop 9 in West Deptford. 

 

Jeff Garth WB2ZBN noted that Chris Prioli AD2CS organized and submitted the paperwork necessary for 

GCARC to be recognized as a Special Service Club. This recognition is for clubs that are active in 1) New 

Ham Development, 2) Public Relations, 3) Emergency Communications, 4) Technical Advancement, 5) Op-

erating Activity and 6) Miscellaneous Activities. 

 

Karl Frank W2KBF reviewed the status of EMCOMM within Gloucester County and asked the BoD to 

consider the possibility of reconstituting the Gloucester County Amateur Radio Emergency Service (GC-

ARES) as part of a Public Service Committee within GCARC as had been suggested by SNJ Section Man-

ager Tom Preiser N2XW. This would require GC-ARES registrants to be GCARC members and would 

extend GCARC liability insurance to cover GC-ARES exercises. No decision was taken. 
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MISCELLANEOUS DISCUSSIONS : Jim Clark KA2OSV asked if the Club was going to have a Christ-

mas Party this year. It was decided that Jim would gauge the level of interest at the next General Member-

ship Meeting and that Bill Price NJ2S would contact Phyllis Martin W2PDB about this if the response is 

positive. 

 

The meeting was adjourned @ 2038 Hours. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Karl Frank W2KBF 

GCARC Recording Secretary 

October 2021 Board of Directors Meeting Minutes - Continued from page 35 
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Pennsylvania QSO Party 

October 9, 2021 

 

Call : AB2E 

Operator (s) : AB2E 

Station : AB2E 

 

Class : SOMixed HP 

QTH : SNJ 

Operating Time (hrs) : 7 

Location : Out of State/Province 

 

Summary : 

Band CW Qs Ph Qs 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

160 : 6 0 

  80 : 62 30 

  40 : 42 108 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Total : 164 138 Mults : 66 

Total Score : 23,564 

 

Club : Frankford Radio Club 

 

Comments : 

Rig : FTDX-9000D/Acom 2000A 

Antennas : All wires 

160m Inverted L @ 95ft 

80m dipole @ 90ft 

75m dipole @ 85ft 

40m dipole @ 80ft 

 

Thanks to all the QSOs. It's been many years since I was able 

to spend this much time in the PAQP (7 hours). Almost made a 

county Clean Sweep, only missing CLA (Clarion County). 

Great activity from all the contesters in PA. This has to be one 

of the most active QSO parties on the list. This is a great way 

for county hunters to get all of a state's counties in one week-

end! 

 

If no other logs show up, from the online contesting score-

board, I appear to be #1 in SNJ (and NJ), and possibly #2 Out-

of-State overall. 

 

Best of luck to all, 

73 Darrell AB2E 

64 

Pennsylvania QSO Party 

October 9, 2021 

 

Call : K3TS 

Operator (s) : K3TS 

Station : K3TS 

 

Class : SOMixed LP 

QTH : SNJ 

Operating Time (hrs) : 

Location : Out of State/Province 

 

Summary : 

Band CW Qs Ph Qs 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  80 : 38 0 

  40 : 24 45 

  20 : 1 0 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Total : 63 45 Mults : 61 

Total Score : 10,431 

 

Club : Frankford Radio Club 

 

Comments : A very casual effort in between other weekend 

activities. Lots of good participation from most PA counties. 

Some day I would like to cross the river and operate this one in

-state portable, if I can free up the weekend, which is not easy 

in mid-October. 73 to all and see you next time. 

 

de K3TS 

65 

 

JARTS WW RTTY Contest 

October 16, 2021 
 

Call : AB2E 

Operator (s) : AB2E 

Station : AB2E 
 

Class : Single Op HP 

QTH : NJ 

Operating Time (hrs) : 3 

Location : USA 

66 

 

Summary : 

Band QSOs Mults 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  80 : 40 11 

  40 : 0 0 

  20 : 29 9 

  15 : 7 2 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Total : 76 22 

Total Score : 7,240 

 

Club : Frankford Radio Club 

 

Comments : 

Rig : FTDX-9000D/Acom 2000A 

Antennas : All wires 

80m dipole @ 95ft 

20m delta loop @ 70ft 

15m fan dipole @ 70ft 

 

First time entering this contest. Still learning the ropes of digi-

tal contesting. Had a few successful CQ runs, mostly S&P 

though. Thanks to all who called in. 

 

73 to all, Darrell AB2E 
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Name/Callsign DXCC 

Bill Grim, W0MHK 352 

Dave Strout, W2YC 349 

Darrell Neron, AB2E 328 

Ray Martin, W2RM 270 

John Hill, W2HUV 252 

Ken Denson, WB2P 248 

Vinnie Sallustio, N4NYY 221 

Tony Starr, K3TS 210 

Dennis Sandole, K2SE 204 

Jim Wright, N2GXJ 180 

Sheldon Parker, K2MEN 163 

Matt Wilson K2MFW 161 

Christopher Wawak, KC2IEB 141 

Eric Morris, N2BRJ 127 

Howard Marder, WA2IBZ 127 

Phil Nunzio, WA3RGY 118 

Bart Kleczynski, AC2PT 106 

Chuck Capasso, WB2PGE 103 

Harry Strahlendorf Jr W3DNQ 87 

Curt Myers, K2CWM 73 

Jim Clark, KA2OSV 68 

Lee Marino, N2LAM 35 

Updated As Of 10/23/2021  

To be added to the DX HONOR ROLL, 

Please contact Ernest Kraus, KD2EAV 

meanddelcanotc@verzion.net 

In November around the 14th we will be starting our drill rehearsals on Sunday afternoon, most likely 

outside in the Greenfield Fire Hall parking lot weather permitting and we will continue our music re-

hearsal on Wednesday evening at 7:30pm in the Fire Hall 

 

We have two Christmas parades in November : November 20th in Brookhaven PA, November 27th in the 

Swedesboro Christmas Parade. 

 

And finally on December 4th we will be in the West Cape May Christmas Parade and the following day, 

our last parade for 2021 will be a Christmas parade and concert at Peddlers Village in New Hope, PA. 

 

Information courtesy of Glenn N2YIO 
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November Birthdays 
Congratulations to our members who are 

celebrating their birthday this month 

 

Fr. Brian Burgess, KD4UTL 

Dale Christman, KD2NOC 

Bill DeCuzzi, KD2KZW 

Bob Durham, W2RAD 

Bob Fields, KC6AOH 

Paul Garber, W2RIF 

Bob Harrison, WA3KOL 

Bob Keogh, KD2NEC 

Ernest Kraus, KD2EAV 

Chuck Lanard, KD2EIB 

Howard Marder, WA2IBZ 

Ray Martin, W2RM (President 1979) 

Cory Sickles, WA3SVW (President 1993) 

Crosstalk Submissions 
 

This is your Club Newsletter. Make use of it. 
 

If you have stories or photos of your hobby that you would like to share with the Club, please do so! 

 

We will keep covering all of the GCARC events, but it is also nice to get those personal perspectives to 

include in every issue. Connecting through experiences is what makes the Gloucester County Amateur 

Radio Club a REAL Club. 

 

All submissions, queries, comments and editorials should be addressed to 

Jeffrey Garth, WB2ZBN at jeff <dot> garth <at> comcast <dot> net. 

 

Submission deadline for the December 2021 issue : Saturday, November 20, 2021 
 

Club Website www.w2mmd.org 

Club E-Mail Reflector: GCARC <at> Mailman <dot> QTH <dot> Net 

In Memoriam 

November Birthdays 
 

Silent Keys : 

Henry Basch, N2DJN 

Peter Butler, WB2B 

Glenn Farnsworth, K2EHM 

John Fisher Jr, K2JF (President 1988) 

Woody Frantz Sr, K4HKU 

       (Charter Member, President 1960) 

Ernest Garside, WA2TDI 

Russel Glans, N2ASV (President 1983) 

George Hankins, N2CFW 

Charles Jenkins III, W2OGZ 

Frank King, WA2WGA 

Eleanor Mattison, N2JXS 

James McDonald Sr, N2AIV 

Hugh Turnbull, W3ABC 

http://www.w2mmd.org
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November 2021 Contest Calendar 
WA7BNM Contest Calendar : www.contestcalendar.com 

November 2021 Contest Calendar - Continued on page 41 

http://www.contestcalendar.com
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November 2021 Contest Calendar 
WA7BNM Contest Calendar : www.contestcalendar.com 

http://www.contestcalendar.com
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GCARC <at> Mailman <dot> QTH <dot> Net e-mail reflector guidelines 
1.No attachments (e.g. pictures, files) are allowed on the reflector. 

2.If you have Club-related pictures that you would like to share, you can send them to the webmaster, he 

will put them on the website and will send out a general e-mail to all the members. 

3.Otherwise, the pictures will have to be sent to the members’ addresses. 

4.URLs/Hyperlinks are acceptable on the reflector. 

5.Do not send any messages with e-mail addresses in the BCC (Blind Carbon Copy) field. The message 

will be rejected. Use only the To: or CC: fields. 

6.Members are subscribed to the reflector using the member's e-mail address from the roster database. You 

must use that address when sending an e-mail via the reflector. 

7.If you use another address on the reflector, the message will get rejected or "bounced", because the reflec-

tor does not recognize that address. 

8.Whenever a message sent to reflector is rejected or "bounced" for various reasons, the administrator has to 

log-in to the Mailman.QTH website and approve the message. If the admin recognizes the address as be-

longing to a Club member, the message is accepted and passed on to the reflector. 

For more information about the e-mail reflector, goto : www.mailman.qth.net 

2021 Club Committees 

Budget 

Constitution & By-Laws 

Field Day 

Hamfest 

Health, Welfare, & Silent Keys 

Hospitality 

Membership 

Membership Badges 

Nominations 

Publicity 

Repeaters 

W2MMD Clubhouse Site 

Al Arrison, KB2AYU 

Ron Block, NR2B 

Vinnie Sallustio, N4NYY 

Sheldon Parker, K2MEN and Bill Price, NJ2S 

Bill Price, NJ2S 

Jeff Garth, WB2ZBN 

Bob Fields, KC6AOH 

Chuck Colabrese, WA2TML 

Tony Starr, K3TS 

Bob Fields, KC6AOH 

Herb Dyer, KT2Y 

Al Arrison, KB2AYU 

Standing Committees Committee Chairs 

Awards & Certificates 

Club Publications & Historian 

Contests 

DX 

GCARC Family Picnic 

GCARC Foxhunts 

GC-ARES Emergency Coordinator 

Holiday Dinner Party 

License Testing/VEC Liaison 

Membership Roster Database 

Programs : Meetings & Tech Saturdays 

Radio Nets 

Technical 

W2MMD License Trustee 

W2MMD Special Event Station 

Activity Committees Committee Chairs 

Open Chair 

Jeff Garth, WB2ZBN 

Tony Starr, K3TS 

Open Chair 

Open Chair 

Jim Wright, N2GXJ 

Karl Frank, W2KBF 

Open Chair 

Gary Reed, N2QEE 

Jeff Garth, WB2ZBN 

Jeff Welsh, KD2AZI 

Jim Clark, KA2OSV 

Jon Pearce, WB2MNF 

Darrell Neron, AB2E 

Mark Gottlieb, KK2L 

http://www.mailman.qth.net
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The W2MMD Repeaters 
 

2 Meter Repeater 

Output : 147.180 MHz 

Input : 147.780 MHz 

Offset : +600 kHz - PL : 131.8 Hz 

(Conventional FM plus C4FM Capability) 

EchoLink : W2MMD-R 
 

70 cm Repeater 

Output : 442.100 MHz 

Input : 447.100 MHz 

Offset : +5 MHz - PL : 131.8 Hz 

(Conventional FM plus C4FM Capability) 
 

The above 2 repeaters are all  

located in Pitman, NJ 

GPS : 39.728481°, -75.131088° 
 

1.25 Meter Repeater 
Output : 224.660 MHz 

Input : 223.060 MHz 

Offset : -1.6 MHz - PL : 131.8 Hz 

Location : Sewell, NJ 

GPS : 39.746738°, -75.077094° 

Meeting Calendar 

 

General Membership Meeting 

Wednesday, November 3, 2021 

1930 Hours 

Live & In-Person 

Pfeiffer Community Center 

Also Live on ZOOM 
 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Wednesday, November 17, 2021 

1900 Hours 

W2MMD Clubhouse 

SKYWARN™ Net 

Sunday @ 1930 : 147.180 MHz Repeater 
 

Gloucester County ARES Net 

Sunday @ 2000 : 147.180 MHz Repeater 
 

The “DigiNet” 

First Monday Of Every Month @ 1900 Hours 

2 Meters & EchoLink 
 

Tuesday Noon Day 2M Rag Chew Net 

Every Tuesday @ 1200 Hours 
 

Tuesday Night 10M Rag Chew Net 

Every Tuesday @ 2000 Hours 

Tune in on 28.465 MHz or 28.475 MHz 
 

Thursday Night 2M Rag Chew Net 

Every Thursday @ 2000 Hours 

Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club - P. O. Box 370 - Pitman, NJ 08071 Ω 

Question Pool Answers : G8A01:B; G8A02:B; G8A03:D; G8A04:B; G8A05:D; G8A06:D; G8A07:A; G8A08:D; 

G8A09:A; G8A10:C; G8A11:A; G8A12:B 

73 

*** Badges *** 
 

Need a new or replacement badge 

Contact “The BadgeMan” 

 

Chuck Colabrese, WA2TML 

colabrese <at> comcast <dot> net 

 
“The big thing about being in a club and 

being a “Ham” is to help each other 

when there is a need ” 
 - W2SEF 

 

“Ask not what your Club can do for you, 

Ask what you can do for your Club” 

 - KA2OSV 


