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 Volume 54       Issue #10 October  2013    

October is upon us and with it comes autumn leaves, Columbus Day and Halloween.  I’d like to begin by 
saying that we had another great hamfest and I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all those that helped 
to make it a huge success. Also, all those that attended from both near and far! 
 
As of this writing, the 2 meter repeater performance is intermittent. The problem appears to be the input is 
getting desensitized which will again require additional investigation. And work is continuing on the new 
clubhouse. A new plywood floor was installed in the VHF/UHF room and the trailer will be moved into 
position in October at which time it must be leveled and secured to tie-downs. Bill, N2VIL is also working 
with others within the club to decide which type of heating system will be installed in the clubhouse which 
will then be communicated to the general membership. The club will need a replacement for Bill as overall 
project manager as he will be moving away from the area early next year. The next two months would best 
utilized training a new individual for this role in order to insure a smooth transition of responsibilities.  
 
Nominations will be submitted at both the October and November general membership meetings with final 
voting taking place in December.  The following positions will be nominated upon: 
 
2014 Club Officers (1 year term) 
President, Vice President, Treasurer, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary   (Total 5) 
 
Director (3 year term) 
Replacement for both Art, K2AWS and Gary, WA3SVW   (Total 2) 
 
Trustee (4 year term) 
Replacement for Steve, W2TDS  (Total 1) 
 
This month we welcome back a returning club member, Emil Busko, WB2EOR, and two new club mem-
bers - Bill Herring, N5JWH, and Chuck Lanard, KD2EIB. 
 
In closing, October’s program sounds real interesting.  Sheldon, K2MEN and Art, K2AWS will give a 
presentation on radio remote control. I’m looking forward to seeing everyone there. 
 
Thanks and 73,  
Tom, KE2ES 
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Down Jersey DXing 
By Bill Grim, W0MHK 
 

(Continued on page 3) 

Where's the "peak"??????  That seems to be the question with our friend, the sun.  Looks like our favorite 
star is changing its polarity signifying a peak for this solar cycle.  Another peak COULD be coming, but 
we just don't know if it will materialize.  So far, for you DX newcomers, this is nothing like the amazing 
peaks we have had in previous cycles over the last six decades.  Much DX lore and accomplishments were 
based on those previous peaks which accounted for huge DX successes with minimal power and antennas. 
In recent weeks solar flux and storms have been less than optimal.  A second peak would give us an addi-
tional opportunity to make the most of what solar flux we can eke out of the sun.  Hold on to your sun-
screen and hope for some better conditions as we work toward winter propagation! 
 
Back here on earth, autumn conditions are starting to dominate the bands.  QRN is subsiding and the low 
bands are starting to produce more DX again.  30 Meters should produce some nice openings to many ar-
eas of the world starting this month.  Even with the 200 watt power restriction on this band, CW 
is outstandingly efficient at making DX QSOs on this WARC band.  I'm still waiting for 20, 12 and 10 
Meters to improve this fall.  They have been laggards during the summer.  I still would put my money on 
12 Meters being the best performer of the three bands for the "little DXers".  Watch for openings espe-
cially on 10 or 12 Meters for a best shot at working any of the DXpeditions I'll mention below.  If the 
competition gets rough for a station you really want, go to 10 and 12 Meters whenever possible.  Their 
characteristics negate a lot of the power and super antenna competition you have to overcome to make that 
rare QSO! 
 
Don't miss the opportunity to work the Wake Island 
DXpedition coming up in the second week of Octo-
ber.  K9W, their special callsign, is planning to have 2 
CW and 2 Phone stations on the air.  Check out  
www.wake2013.org  for an explanation as to the mo-
tives of this operation.  If you have ever seen the 1942 
black and white film, "Wake Island", with Brian 
Donlevy (one of my old movie favorites) you know that 
this island tells a great story of American heroism at the beginning of our World War II struggle in the Pa-
cific.  I think you'll want a QSL card from this effort whether or not you have KH9 confirmed. 
 
Even if you are not a "contester", I urge you to get some time in on the CQ World Wide DX Phone Con-
test slated for October 26-27.  The exchange is a simple usual "5 by 9" and the station's CQ Zone.  If you 
remember, there are only 40 of them and Down Jersey ours is CQ Zone 5.  So, "5-9 5" is all you need to 
say to get into a DX station's logbook.  Some excellent operators and SUPER STATIONS will be in the 
contest to help you make that contact.  They need YOU for points in the contest!  Most stations in the con-
test do a good job of QSLing via regular routes or LOTW.   Mark it on your calendar and get your DX feet 
wet if you have never tried it! 
 
There are many DXpeditions coming up  to choose from in October.  Below are some of the longer sched-
uled and better manned operations in my opinion.  Good DX luck and let's hope for some FB radio condi-
tions for these future events: 
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CALL DATES HIGHLIGHTS 

DIFFICULTY
(5=MOST 

RARE) 
ENTITY 

CY0P 10/1 - 10/11 160-10M/CW,SB,TY 1 Sable Island 

H7H 10/1 - 10/16 6M/CW,SB,TY 1 Nicaragua 

TX5D 10/2 - 10/14 80-10M/CW,SB,TY,PSK 2 Austral Island 

TO2TT 10/3 - 10/17 160-6M 3 Mayotte 

K9W 10/7 - 10/18 HF/Multi-Modes 5 Wake Island 

XR0ZR 10/8 - 11/20 HF/CW,SB,TY-4 STNS 3 Juan Fernandez 

KG4 10/11 - 10/25 160-6M/SB,TY,PSK 1 GITMO 

TN2MS 10/12 - 10/24 160-10M/SB,CW,TY 3 Congo 

C82DX 10/15-10/22 (?) 160-6M/SB,CW,TY 2 Mozambique 

9L 10/16 - 10/21 160-10M/2 STNS 2 Sierre Leone 

Credits : NG3K ADXO 

(Continued from page 2) 

Ham Radio on the March! 
By Cory Sickles, WA3UVV
 
Not quite a newsreel feature of the 40’s, but an article on the GCARC and amateur radio 
was published in the Sunday, September 22nd issue of the South Jersey Times (aka Glouces-

ter County Times).  Go to  www.nj.com/gloucester-county and do a search for “Move over facebook”. 
The full title of the article is “Move over Facebook: Gloucester County ham radio operators lay claim to 
the first social network”. 
 
In total, K2ZA and I invested well over 2 hours talking to the reporter and the photographer must have 
taken dozens of stills.  Of all the topics we discussed, most got condensed in some fashion into the piece.  
It came about from the “Open House & Meeting Notices” I send out each month.  I think the ladies cover-
ing the story did an excellent job.  Hopefully, the increased visibility will also reward us with some new 
hams and club members. 
 
Once we get the new clubhouse in place and configured, I think we can get another nice media “hit”.  
Speaking of new members, we’ve returned to the 100 member level.  It’s a significant milestone and the 
result of some consistent work by many who greet, engage and reach out to visitors.  Congratulations to all 
of you who help out club grow! 
 
Along those lines, as we have enjoyed a steady stream of new members, please remember to proudly wear 
your Club or League badges at meetings.  It helps everyone know who you are, even if it’s just you look-
ing down at your own, for a refresher… 
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Welcome New Club Members: 
 
Emil Busko WB2EOR, who holds a General class license and lives in Clementon. (Returning Member) 
Johnny (Bill) Herring N5JWH, who holds an Advanced class license and lives in Erial. 
Charles (Chuck) Lanard KD2EIB, who holds a Technician class license and lives in Mount Royal. 
 
We are glad to have you as members of the Club and hope to see you regularly at Club functions and 
meetings. 

Club Programs Update - “Radio Remote Control” 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 
 
Our Wednesday, October 2, 2013 club meeting will feature the exploits of two of our high fly-
ing radio remote control enthusiasts, Sheldon K2MEN and Art K2AWS.  There may not be dog-

fights, but there is a lot of fun, even if a few planes do meet the Earth rather abruptly. Come on out and 
learn from the masters why “up” isn’t always a good thing, especially when flying inverted.  Should be 
fun! Hope to see you there! 

Club leadership office terms that will expire on December 31, 2013: 

Director : Art Strong, K2AWS 
Director : Gary Mirkin, WA3SVW 
Trustee : Steve Blasko, W2TDS 

President : Tom Gorman, KE2ES 
Vice President : Jim Wright, N2GXJ 
Treasurer : Al Arrison, KB2AYU 
Recording Secretary: Sheldon Parker, K2MEN 
Corresponding Secretary : Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 

Hamfest Memories 
By Cory Sickles, WA3UVV
 
Another successful Hamfest is behind us.  As others will talk about the financial and volun-
teer aspects of it, there is a social aspect that we sometimes overlook.  I caught up with sev-

eral people I hadn’t seen in years.  What a delight! 
 
Hamfests are wonderful get together opportunities for all of us.  Looking around, it was obvious I wasn’t 
the only one able to reconnect with old friends.  As the event continues to grow each year (in stark contrast 
to many other areas and clubs) we continue to pull from an ever-widening area and seem to be reaching 
back to hams that haven’t been active or new hams looking for a club home. 
 
There was also lots of positive feedback, with people coming up to me to comment.  (A League badge is a 
magnet to many, for both compliments and – more often - complaints)  While we still have room to im-
prove and adjust, it would seem that the vast majority of our attendees had a wonderful day and plan to 
return – with friends. 
 
In the coming months, let’s all see what we can do to make the 2014 GCARC Hamfest even better! 
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So You Think You Know International Morse Code? 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 
 
I would venture that a high percentage of our club members, and I include myself in that per-
centage, are not code literate.  Are you?  Either way, A1 operator, or non-operator, you may be 

interested in our planned November club meeting program. 
 
After a brief introduction, we will attempt to determine who is the best CW op in the club through some 
“friendly” competition.  So you think you know Morse Code? Then prove it! Be prepared to “bring it” in 
front of your peers on November 6! 
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Buh-Bye… 
By Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 
 

Recently, there were two notable passing's, both in the ham radio publishing field.  First, 
Bob Grove announced that Monitoring Times would cease publication with the December 

2013 issue.  Bob and his wife are “really retiring” this time, although he’s spoken about it for years.  MT 
has been regularly read by many, as it covers amateur radio, shortwave listening and other facets of the 
communications hobbies. 
 

I’ve subscribed to the magazine for many years, converting to the digital version – MTXpress – when it 
became available.  While I still hold onto some hardcopy subscriptions, I’m getting used to the conven-
ience, cost savings and immediacy of digital periodicals.  At some point, I think most of what we read in 
the way of monthly publications will go all digital – forsaking paper and postage. 
 

Economics factor into this, significantly.  You can produce a digital publication for much less than a 
printed one.  So, your net income from subscriptions and advertising revenue is much higher when you 
don’t have to pay printing and mailing expenses. 
 

While I’ll miss seeing MTX around the 13th of each month, I wish the Groves a happy and long retirement. 
 

While our Hamfest was going on, word spread that Wayne Green, W2NSD had 
become a Silent Key.  Anyone who was a regular reader of 73 Magazine will re-
member Wayne’s editorials.  Many times, his words of wisdom had nothing to do 
with ham radio, but more about how to approach life.  There are several “Wayne-
isms” that stick with me today. 
 

The first ham radio magazine I ever saw on a newsstand was 73.  A bizarrely solar-
ized cover grabbed my attention before I knew what it was.  There was a period of time when the covers 
were the most eye-catching of any technical publication – rivaling many “regular” publications.  One 
memorable trend for many hams of the day started with a young lady in a mid-length skirt next to a re-
peater.  Next month, it was another woman (who dated Johnny Carson for a time) in a miniskirt.  Then, the 
subsequent month was of another model in a bikini.  Many wondered just how far this was going to go. 
 

Wayne was something of a visionary.  Along with 73, he also tried his hand at a publication geared di-
rectly at new hams, plus embraced the emerging microprocessor and microcomputer market.  He launched 
BYTE magazine, only to lose it in a bitter divorce settlement, but picked right up with Kilobaud.  (Yes 
kids, having speeds of 1,000 bits per second was “fast” for us old folks)  Kilobaud eventually was re-
badged as Microcomputing and stayed with a general focus. 
 

Others like Desktop Computing (for business users) and system specific ones for Radio Shack TRS-80 
variants, Commodore PET/VIC-20/C-64, plus Apple II’s and others soon followed.  Then there was Port-
able Computing (In those days - if it had a handle, it was “portable” - even if it weighed 30+ pounds) and 
another geared toward the emerging private telephone systems market. 
 
He also started a low-cost software business and supported independent musicians.  His embrace of holis-
tic medicine, alternate lifestyles cold fusion made him seem even more “out there”.  Take a look at his 
web site www.WayneGreen.com and you’ll see where he was focused before his death.  He made for-
tunes and let them go, but he certainly lived life fully. 
 
I had the pleasure of meeting Wayne in person on 2 occasions.  One was at a Dayton Hamvention and the 
other was in Boston, at a computer conference where I was speaking.  It’s been 33 years since our last en-
counter, but I still remember his warmth, sincerity and broad smile. 
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Education is Expensive 
By John Zaruba Jr K2ZA 
 
One of the reasons I parted with my Kenwood TS-590S several 

months ago was my desire to become more self sufficient in maintaining my own 
radio equipment. The 590 is a wonderful radio, a paragon of performance at an af-
fordable price. One of the ways that Kenwood achieves this feat is with the extensive 
use of custom chips. When building thousands of radios (or millions in the case of cell phones) the invest-
ment in designing and fabricating unique integrated circuits pays off very quickly; if you can combine the 
functions of two, three, or four other devices into one custom device the decision becomes a "no brainer". 
Typically, though, the manufacturer only makes enough of these devices to support their production line 
and some repair. When the piece of equipment has been out of production for a few years, custom chips 
can rapidly become unobtainable ( a perfect example is the Icom IC-706MKII, the final transistors are no 
longer available. If you own a plain 706 or a MKIIG, you're still OK ). 
 
When you remove the covers of the 590 ( or any modern radio for that matter ) you see lots and lots of sur-
face mount devices. Most SMDs, in and of themselves are not necessarily something to be afraid of, they 
just require different equipment and slightly different repair techniques. Instead of a soldering iron, you 
would use a hot air rework station, and de-soldering braid is no longer necessary, simply use the solder left 
on the pads to attach a replacement device. What complicates repairs is the fact that things like resistors 
and capacitors are so darn small, too small in some cases for part numbers to be printed on them! If you're 
thinking about venturing in to the world of surface mount device repair, along with a hot air rework station 
(about $100 for something basic but useable) consider acquiring a USB microscope ($50-$100) to look at 
the tiny components on a larger computer display. 
 
Given the use of custom chips and tiny surface mount devices, I decided that maintaining the TS-590S 
myself, long term, was not a practical idea for me. Your skills and abilities may yield a different answer 
for you. The search for a replacement radio began, complicated by the fact that I was spoiled by the high 
performance of the Kenwood. Kit built radios came to mind as a place to look since the majority are de-
signed around common, off the shelf components available from a great many vendors and the ability to 
service what you built usually comes free in the bargain. 

 
In the realm of kit built radios, few manufacturers have as good a reputation as Elecraft 
for performance and ease of construction. That quality comes at a cost, they are not the 
cheapest radios available. While researching Elecraft's product line, I found that some 
radios were outside my budget parameters, and some kits were more mechanical as-
sembly of factory produced modules (which presented the same issues as the TS-

590S). The radio that seemed to most closely meet my needs was the K2, though the price was at my limit. 
The K2 is a 10 watt, 80-10 meter CW transceiver in its basic configuration and additional features such as 
SSB, DSP filtering, and an internal antenna tuner can be added after the basic radio is constructed allow-
ing the builder to add as many or as few features as desired. I had some experience with the K2, having 
built three of them since they debuted in 1999, but a new, fully loaded unit was several hundred dollars 
more than the Kenwood. The construction of the K2 uses all traditional "through hole" components and all 
the devices are off the shelf components, no custom silicon in this radio. There is also the (not insignifi-
cant) allocation of time to build the radio which, depending on the skills of the builder, average around 40 
hours. I stumbled across an advertisement on a popular ham radio web site for a used, late serial number 
unit in North Jersey that appeared pristine with many of the more popular options at a price that was 

(Continued on page 8) 
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within my reach. Having previously built this type of radio, I felt I didn't need to prove anything by build-
ing one again. I picked up the new-to-me K2 and brought it home at the end of June. 
 
For two months, the K2 performed flawlessly, it was everything that I remembered 
and I spent some time wondering why I had let my previous ones go. I sometime 
succumb to an over-powering urge to "horse trade" my gear, but I don't think I'll be 
selling this one anytime soon. One day I stumbled across a needed DX entity call-
ing CQ with no takers, and I sent my call sign but noticed a "LO PWR" error mes-
sage in the radio's display. Some time spent perusing the manual showed that the 
SWR circuitry could not detect any RF output from the radios finals. Now was the time to put my thesis to 
the test, I just wasn't planning on having to do it so soon! The K2 manual has an extensive troubleshooting 
tree, after an evening’s work I determined that the driver transistor to the final amplifier had gone bad. In 
the process of troubleshooting, I had mangled the thermal pad of one of the final transistors (which helps 
conduct heat from the final transistor to the chassis heat sink). When I checked the Elecraft website, I 
found they had a parts kit that had all the needed components (and some extras) for a very reasonable $15, 
and I placed an order. In less than a week, I was back at my workbench with a hot soldering iron, installing 
the new parts. At this point in the story I would love to been able to report that I was back up and running, 
but this was not the case, the original problem was still there. To steal a phrase from The Bard, "Once 
more unto the fray, dear friends"; I was back to the assembly manual and schematic. 
 
One of the fantastic value adds that Elecraft provides is the builder's resource e-mail 
list which is monitored by the company and several thousand enthusiasts. Whenever I 
would hit a wall in my troubleshooting, I would send an e-mail with readings to the list 
and I would get helpful replies in short order. One of the most prolific responders was 
Don Wilhelm W3FPR, he was always there with a suggestion or a bit of theory to help 
me along. However, after two weeks I was at my wits end, clearly there was something I was missing and 
my knowledge had a gap in it. Don is listed by Elecraft as a builder for hire, if you don't have the time or 
skills, he will build your radio for you for a reasonable rate. Since I was throwing in the towel, I decided to 
send my K2 out to an expert, and having built almost one hundred Elecraft kits, Don certainly qualified. I 
shipped my rig to North Carolina and settled in to wait to hear about what dumb thing I missed. After 
about ten days, I received an e-mail from W3FPR stating that my rig was fixed and ready to come back. I 
asked Don what the problem was and he said it the transmit mixer chip (an SA612) had gone bad. "Don, I 
checked the amplitude of the mixer output and it was the right voltage level per the troubleshooting tree", I 
wrote. "But did you check the frequency of the output signal? There was only one frequency coming out 
of the mixer, that of the VFO, when it should have been the sum of both the VFO and the beat frequency 
oscillator (BFO). When the signal got to the band pass filter, it was stopped cold so nothing was getting to 
the final amplifier", he replied. Don added "I hadn't seen that problem before, in working on dozens of 
K2s, so it took me a while to find". That last bit went a long way to salve my bruised ego, when it was a 
challenge for an expert, I didn't feel quite so inadequate. On balance, it was a good learning experience, I 
now understand a lot more about the circuits in the K2 and have added a couple of new tricks to my trou-
bleshooting arsenal. I like to look at the money spent on the repair as my tuition to K2 school. 
 
The moral of the story: Education is expensive, no matter how you get it. 
 
73 de K2ZA 

(Continued from page 7) 
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ARRL Simulated Emergency Test Saturday October 5th, 2013   
   
Time: 0800 to 12pm (should be adjusted for travel and setup times) 
   
Location: Camden County EOC and OEM 2 
   
Purpose:  Establish and Check HF propagation from EOC and OEM 2 Contact between Camden County 
and other County EOC's in SNJ. Establish Contact from EOC to Members/EOC's around Camden County. 
Check Long distance Propagation outside of NJ. 
   
Discussion:  The intention is to provide a dual purpose drill but to also add a little excitement in the mix 
by utilizing OEM 2 in a field setting. We also want to include all members who may not have HF capabili-
ties or also not licensed for HF operations. Case in point we will establish a UHF net on the 442.150 ma-
chine to check the repeater and switch to a UHF simplex frequency to see if contact can be made as well.   
   
Manpower:  EOC : 4 Operators;  OEM 2: 4 Operators 
Members participating from home are encouraged. 
UHF/HF Operations can be adjusted based on member availability. 
   
Operations:  
EOC to activate a HF Presence on 80 Meters 3.970 MHz +/- or depending on conditions  
 
40 Meters 7.250 MHz +/-. Utilize a simple net script. 
 
UHF Operations will consist of EOC calling a EMCOMM Net on 442.150 repeater and requesting check 
in's. 
 
This also can be simplified to a general call for check in's since the likely hood for turnout on UHF would 
be low. It also may depend on whether or not other counties are available that day to check in. 
  
This is a general guide. As with any operation we have to be flexible and adjust on the fly. All members 
who wish to be involved either directly or observing are more than encouraged to come out. 
 
Please email me if you plan on attending. Please also relay to fellow club members but we ask you do not 
publish details on websites. 
  
Thanks.   
Rick Tighe N2PHI  
County Radio Officer  
ARES Emergency Coordinator  
Camden County OEM  
2311 Egg Harbor Road  
Lindenwold, NJ 08021  
Phone (856) 783-4808 ext. 5029  
Cell: (856) 207-9610  
n2phi@comcast.net  
http://www.k2eoc.org 
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(new) Pictorial Club Directory 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 
 
At present, our club roster consists of a spreadsheet database of names and callsigns, along with 
email, phone contact, and some other general information.  Whenever new members are added, 

or there are other changes, a copy of the updated spreadsheet database is emailed out to each of the club’s 
active members listed in the database. 
 
In the most recent update (Sep 18, 2013, as of this writing), you may have noticed a number of new names 
have been added to the database this year. You may also have noticed that the size of our club membership 
has reached the century mark, and continues to grow beyond that. 
 
As the club continues to grow, we would like to make it easier for all new and old club members alike to 
be able to get to know each other better.  Towards that goal, we’re looking to create a pictorial club direc-
tory listing. Basically, we’re planning to add a small face picture to your existing name and contact infor-
mation as an update to the spreadsheet information that is already sent out to us each month that there is an 
update to the club roster.  It is hoped that new members will be able to use this as a reference to make it 
easier to associate a name with an existing member that they may have met at a recent club meeting or 
event, and vice versa. 
 
To make this directory happen, we need to start collecting club member pictures, and we need your help.  
Starting with the October club meeting, we will have a ‘professional’ head-shot setup to start collecting 
face pictures to include in the directory.  You may also forward your own head-shot picture direct to Cory 
Sickles, wa3uvv <at> arrl <dot> net, our volunteer photographer, if you are unable to make it out to one 
of our remaining club meetings this year. 
 
With your help, we hope to have the first issue of our pictorial directory delivered via email to all club 
members in January of 2014! 

Pitman/Glassboro Area CROP Hunger Walk 
Sunday, October 20, 2013 @ 2:00 pm 
Sunset Auditorium, Laurel Avenue 
Pitman, NJ 
 
Communicators are needed for this event 

Please contact Ed Champion, N2RO - n2ro <at> comcast <dot> net 

Fall Club Auction 
Friday, October 25, 

2013 
Roxbury Senior Center 

72 Eyland Avenue 

Admission : $3.00 - Doors open at 7:00 pm and auction starts at 8:00 pm 
Anyone can bring Ham radio items for consignment sale and should be there between 7:00 pm and 
8:00 pm to check in their items for sale. All items sold on consignment will be subject to 10% of the 
sale price going to The Splitrock Amateur Radio Association. To gain more information about the 
Auction, contact the club via e-mail : auction <at> splitrockara <dot> org. 
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Radio Direction Finding “Fall Fox Hunt” Sat Oct 5 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 
 
Do you own a 2 meter hand held radio?  Want to try something different and experience some 
RADIOSPORT adventure?  Then the GCARC Fall Fox Hunt is for you! 
 

You are encouraged to join up with other club members to compete as a team in this mobile T-hunt driv-
ing, navigating, and radio direction finding activity all in one!  Note that not everyone in your hunt party 
has to be a ham – for example, it may be advantageous for you to recruit a family member to be your des-
ignated driver, freeing you to fiddle with the radio while homing-in on our hidden radio transmitter. 
 

How it works: With your team starting in a car from anywhere you like near Pitman, here in Gloucester 
County, check in with Jim (N2GXJ), this hunt’s coordinator, on our club’s 2 meter repeater (147.180+, PL 
131.8) at 1pm on Saturday Oct 5.  
 

After we know who all the teams are that are hunting, the radio fox will be asked to ID on the repeater, 
and then will QSY to the designated simplex fox hunt frequency (146.565 Mhz FM).  The fox will be 
parked in a publicly accessible location (no private property) somewhere within a radius of about 3 miles 
from downtown Pitman. The fox will transmit for about 1 minute every 4 minutes on the hunt frequency, 
and the rest of us hunters have to find him by homing-in on the signal strength of his transmissions.  
 

First to the fox wins!  If any teams are still hunting after an hour, the fox will give out better clues, and 
will then walk-in any teams still searching, so that by 2:30pm we’ll all be able to meet up at the fox’s loca-
tion to share our hunt stories and a few laughs. 
 

Come on, get out of the shack.  You know you want to have some fun.  Happy hunting, and good luck eve-
ryone! 

System Fusion Announced 
By Cory Sickles, WA3UVV
  
With a significantly catchier name than “C4FM FDMA”, 
Yaesu recently added a missing piece to their new digital 

offerings – a repeater.  Dubbed the DR-1, it is a 50W mixed-mode (analog 
and digital) machine that supports the new technology, plus legacy FM users.  While I expected a typical 
“digital in – digital out / analog in – analog out” operation, they also support a digital to analog conversion 
mode, so that inbound digital communications can be heard by those with analog-only gear on the output – 
if that’s what you want. 
 

Along with the new repeater and HRI-200 networking hardware, they’ve now re-
ferring to the FT1DR portable and FTM-400R mobile as part of the “System Fu-
sion” product line.  Both rigs are shipping now.  The repeater is scheduled for de-
liveries in November, however no MSRP has been released as this was written. 
 

While D-STAR has – thus far - been implemented as a “digital only” offering, an 
advantage of System Fusion and other mixed-mode methodologies is that you can replace an aging 
repeater with a new digital one and still retain use of FM gear, without having to find yet another 

repeater frequency pair – a real challenge in many areas – especially on 2 meters. 
 

Although DMR, NXDN and P25 are all digital options for hams to experiment with – only ICOM and 
Yaesu have produced digital voice solutions specifically for the amateur radio market. 
 
Editor’s Note: Please go to the “Links Page” on our website for a .pdf document about the new Yaesu System Fusion 
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“Blast From The Past” 
“From October 1973 Crosstalk” 
 

***** Attention XYL’s ***** 
The following is a listing of emergency locations to contact in case your OM isn’t home by curfew on the 
first Wednesday of the month. 
 
1. Pitman Fire Hall 
2. Will’s Tavern 
3. S & J Tavern 
4. Water Wheel 
5. Gloucester County Jail 
 
If you can’t locate your OM by midnite feel free to call Martha Newman for additional phone numbers. 
 
(ed note: It will be left as an exercise to the gentle reader to figure out the author of this invaluable infor-
mation for the club XYL’s). 
 
 

***** Interview with a Ham ***** 
The interview this month with Bob Doak, WA2AIH, was via the twisted pair. Bob was born in Glassboro, 
March 24, 1958. At present Bob is a freshman at Glassboro High School-(my old Alma Mater). 
 
In 1970, Bob attended our club sponsored code classes which qualified him for the Novice license. In July 
of 1972, Bob made the grade for the General ticket. At the time of this interview, Bob was anxiously 
awaiting arrival of his Advanced license having passed the test in August. In October, he plans to go up 
for the Extra test (we all wish you success Bob). At present Bob is running QRP with a HW-7 into a 40 
meter dipole and a 20-15 meter doublet antenna. He also has an Eico 753 which he is servicing. When he 
gets it back on the air, he plans on using it on 80, 40, and 20 meters. 
 
Bob can usually be found on the bands nightly after 7:00 pm and whenever time permits on the weekend. 
In addition to ham radio, Bob is interested in Hi-Fi and TV servicing. 

 
Harry McCormick, WA2SEA (SK) 

Ham Interviewer 
 

Editor Note: Bob Doak is now K2MA and lives in Swedesboro, NJ 
 
 
 
“From October 1983 Crosstalk” 
 

Overheard At Our Hamfest 
This one was passed along by Jim, KA2OSV. While helping with tickets at the gate, a car drove up to Jim, 
stopped, and the elderly couple inquired what was going on? Jim replied, “this is the GCARC annual 
Hamfest and would you like to come on in?” They replied, “No thanks, we’ve already had our breakfast”. 
Oh well, we all started out from somewhere. 

Doug Gehring, WA2NPD (SK) 
Crosstalk Editor 
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(new) GCARC Holiday Dinner Party - Tuesday, December 3, 2013 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 
  
 
 

It’s been a great year for the club.  Why not celebrate? 
 
Before things get too hectic for the holidays, we’re planning a new event this year for the first week in  
December – a GCARC Holiday Dinner Party! 
 
Where:  Venice of Pitman 
 
When: Tuesday, December 3rd 

 
6:30-7pm social half-hour 
 
7-9pm dinner and recognition program 
 

Who: Club members and a guest welcome 
 
Cost: Only $20 per person  (we’re getting a good deal, as club member Cory (WA3UVV) knows the 
owner!) 
 
Note that Pitman is a “BYOB” restaurant town, and club member “Jersey Ray” (W2RM) has graciously 
agreed to supply the first few cases of wine for the event. Should be fun! 
 
Reservations:  Seating is Limited (50) – reserve early to ensure your spot! 
 
Reservations/questions handled by club member Phyllis Martin (W2PDB), who has graciously volun-
teered to be our point of contact for this event. 
You may contact her direct at her email : faith90 <at> comcast <dot> net or at her phone number listed in 
your copy of our club member roster spreadsheet. 
 
Again, seating is limited, so get your 
reservations in to Phyllis early! 
 
Hope to see you there 
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Ohm’s Law 

Colorado QSO Party : August 31 - September 1, 2013 
Call: N2CQ      Operator(s): N2CQ      Station: N2CQ 
Class: SOCW   QTH: SNJ      Operating Time (hrs): 
Summary: 
Band   CW Qs   Ph Qs   Dig Qs 
-------------------------------------- 
160: 
  80: 
  40: 
  20:       24 
  15: 
  10: 
    6: 
    2: 
222: 
432: 
-------------------------------------- 
Total:     24           0           0         CW Mults = 17 Ph Mults = 0 Dig Mults = 0 
Total Score = 2,448         Club: Gloucester Co ARC 
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Test Your Knowledge 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 
  
In keeping with the theme of this month’s club program, here are a few “radio control” related 
questions from the Technician exam pool to test your knowledge (we should all be able to get 
these, right?).  Answers are provided in visual Morse code on Crosstalk’s last page. As always, 

links to the full question pools, from where these samples were taken, can be found by clicking on the 
“Get Your Ham Ticket” tab on the left side of our excellent web site, w2mmd.org 
 
Good luck! 
 
1. [T1D06] [97.113(a)(4)] Which of the following types of transmissions are prohibited? 
A. Transmissions that contain obscene or indecent words or language 
B. Transmissions to establish one-way communications 
C. Transmissions to establish model aircraft control 
D. Transmissions for third party communications 
 
2. [T8C07] [97.215(c)] What is the maximum power allowed when transmitting telecommand signals 
to radio controlled models? 
A. 500 milliwatts 
B. 1 watt 
C. 25 watts 
D. 1500 watts 
 
3. [T8C08] [97.215(a)] What is required in place of on-air station identification when sending signals 
to a radio control model using amateur frequencies? 
A. Voice identification must be transmitted every 10 minutes 
B. Morse code ID must be sent once per hour 
C. A label indicating the licensee’s name, call sign and address must be affixed to the transmitter 
D. A flag must be affixed to the transmitter antenna with the station call sign in 1 inch high letters or larger 
 
Bonus (related to our Radio Foxhunt activity on Oct 5) 
 
4. [T8C01] Which of the following methods is used to locate sources of noise interference or jam-
ming? 
A. Echolocation 
B. Doppler radar  
C. Radio direction finding 
D. Phase locking 
 
5. [T8C02] Which of these items would be useful for a hidden transmitter hunt? 
A. Calibrated SWR meter 
B. A directional antenna 
C. A calibrated noise bridge 
D. All of these choices are correct 
 
How did you do? 
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Contest Calendar 
For more information on the contest, please got to WA7BNM Contest Calendar website: 
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/  
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Committees 

   
 ARES/RACES : Joe, KC2PHM Hospitality : Dave, WB3JOY 
 Awards : Kenny, W2KRD Membership : Cory/Ray, WA3UVV/WB2NBJ 
 Budget : Al, KB2AYU New Club Trailer Project : Bill, N2VIL 
                   Club House Site : Al, KB2AYU                           Nominations : Tom, KE2ES   
 Club License Trustee : Darrell, AB2E Programs : Jim, N2GXJ 
 Constitution : Adan, KC2YJX Publicity : Cory, WA3UVV 
 Contests : Kenny, W2KRD Repeaters : Tom, KE2ES 
 Crosstalk Editor : Jeff, KC2WCS 4H Liaison : Cory, WA3UVV 
 Database : Ken, N2CQ Special Services : Darrell, AB2E 
 DX : Bill, W0MHK Sunshine : Ray, W2RM   
 Field Day : Mark/Kyle, W2OCY/W2KBT Technical/TVI : Cory,WA3UVV   
 Hamfest Contact : Cory, WA3UVV VEC Testing : Gary, N2QEE 
 Historian : Art, K2AWS Webmaster : Jeff, KC2WCS 
   

October Birthdays 
Congratulations to these 

members celebrating birthdays 
this month : 

 

Stephen Blasko W2TDS 
Rick Bleda Jr KC2SGR 
Harry Bryant AA2WN 
Emil Busko WB2EOR 
James Clark Sr KA2OSV 
Harry Elwell K2ATX 
Chris Heller WK2W 
William Kardas N2BK 
James Lamanteer Jr WB2KNR 
Dennis Sandole K2SE 
 
Preston Weil WA2TSZ (SK) 
John Zaruba Sr K2ZA (SK) 

2013 Club Officers - 1 year term 
  President : Tom Gorman, KE2ES  Recording Secretary : Sheldon Parker, K2MEN 
  Vice President : Jim Wright, N2GXJ  Corresponding Secretary : Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 
  Treasurer : Al Arrison, KB2AYU 

Board of Directors - 3 year term 
    Art Strong, K2AWS (2011-2014)  Gary Mirkin, WA3SVW (2011-2014) 
  Chuck Colabrese, WA2TML (2012-2015) Dave MacDonald, WB3JOY (2012-2015) 
  Mark Townsend, W2OCY (2013-2016) Jeffrey Garth, KC2WCS (2013-2016) 

Trustees - 4 year term 
               Steve Blasko, W2TDS (2010-2014)  Ray Schnapp, WB2NBJ (2011-2015)  
  Martin Wilt, W2ILT (2012-2016)  Bill Szkromiuk, N2VIL (2013-2017)   

Crosstalk Submissions 
 

This is your Club newsletter. Make use of it.           
Feel free to contribute general interest 
articles and ideas for articles. 
All submissions, queries, comments and 
editorials should be addressed to Jeffrey 
Garth KC2WCS at jeff.garth@comcast.net. 
 

Submission deadline for the 
November issue: Thursday, October 26, 

2013 
Club Website 

http://www.w2mmd.org 
 

Club E-Mail Reflector: 
gcarc@mailman.qth.net 
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The W2MMD Repeaters 

 
Output: 147.180 MHz 
Input: 147.780 MHz 

Offset: +600 KHz 
PL Tone: 131.8 Hz 

 

Output: 442.100 MHz 
Input: 447.100 MHz 

Offset: +5.0 MHz 
PL Tone: 167.9 Hz 

 

Output: 1284.400 MHz 
Input: 1272.400 MHz 

Offset: -12.0 MHz 
PL Tone: None 

 

The above 3 repeaters are all  
located in Pitman, NJ 

GPS: 39.728481°, -75.131088° 
 
 

Output: 224.660 MHz 
Input: 223.060 MHz 

Offset: -1.6 MHz 
PL Tone: 131.8 

Location: Sewell, NJ 
GPS: 39.781382°, -75.099963° 

 
GCARC Meetings 

 
General Membership 

 
19:30 Hrs, Wednesday, October 2, 2013 

Pfeiffer Community Center 
Williamstown, NJ 

 
Board of Directors 

 
19:00 Hrs, Wednesday, October 16, 2013 

GCARC Club Palace 
Harrison Twp. 4H Fairgrounds 

1 mile south of Mullica Hill on RT77 

 
Nets 

 
GCARC 2M Ragchew Net 
Thursday, October 17, 2013 

20:00 Hrs 
147.180+ MHz (PL131.8Hz) 

 
 

ARES/RACES  
Sunday 20:00 Hrs 

(147.180 and  
224.660 

repeaters) 

 

Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club - P. O. Box  370 - Pitman, NJ 08071 

 

Club Meeting Program 
 
 

October 2, 2013 
 

Radio Remote Control 
Sheldon K2MEN, Art K2AWS 

Test Your Knowledge Answers:  
1. . _ 
2. _ . . . 
3. _ . _ . 
4. _ . _ . 
5. _ . . . 

How Did You Do? 

 
 

GCARC 11:00 AM Brunch 
Every Friday @ 

The Seven Star Diner 
1890 Hurffville Road, Sewell, NJ 


