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Presidentõs Message 
Are you ready for a September to remember? 

 

South Jerseyôs Biggest Hamfest is Sunday Morning September 13, 2015! Gates open at 6am with cov-

ered pavilion spaces available for tailgaters and sellers, and by 8am to the general public. With VEC test-

ing at 9am, DXCC card checking at 11:30, good food at fair prices, and door prizes [including an amazing 

Yaesu FT-1DR System Fusion 144/430 MHz Dual Band Digital HT], this is a great event for you to 

meet up with other Hams in our area, while supporting our club, and Amateur Radio in general. We hope 

to see you there! 

 

Before talking about this month, first Iôve got some big ñThank You(s)!ò (plural of you, pronounced 

ñyouseò as we say here Down Jersey) from this past month to shout-out. Let me start by saying, that was 

some great club picnic we had at the end of July!! Shout-outs to organizer, Jennifer KD2EYR, Laurie 

KD2EYW , and to all the club members and guests that came out to the Battlefield Park to celebrate with 

us. Great location, great food, great weather; it was a great event! Thank you(s)! 

 

August started with a late breaking plea from a local swim club (www.facebook.com/

greenwoodparkbellslake) for parking lot volunteers, which we were able to step up and support at the 

last minute. The event was substantial in size ï making KYW News, with over 8 thousand people moved 

from three different parking areas loaded onto a continuously circulating fleet of a half dozen chartered 

buses over two days. Special thanks to Frank W2FJM , Chuck KD2EIB , and Rick KC2SGR who, with 

me, responded to the call to help out on Sunday morning. Over the course of a few hours, we nearly filled 

the lots on both sides of the Washington Twp HS (thatôs a lot of cars!), while managing to keep the peace 

in the queues of people waiting for bus pickup. Well done all! Thank you(s)! 

 

That same week was our August General Membership Meeting. This time, a shout-out goes to club mem-

ber and guest speaker for the evening, Mike N2ICV , for an informative presentation and hands-on demon-

stration of DMR in action. Who knew about this ñotherò digital voice mode gaining traction in Ham radio? 

Thank you(s)! 

 

Honestly, there are so many activities and things our members do and are involved with, each that deserve 

recognition. Iôm just scratching the surface when sending shout-outs to our Hamfest chairmen (Sheldon 

K2MEN  and Bill NJ2S), to Kenny WB2P who organized and ran our Field Day this year, to our Vice 

President (Cory WA3UVV ) who also coordinates programs for our club meetings, to Jeff KC2WCS who 

manages our website and publications (including this Crosstalk), to our Treasurer (Al KB2AYU ) who 

keeps our bills paid and finances in order, to all the Volunteer Examiners (Gary N2QEE, and his team), to 

all the ARES/RACES volunteers (Ed N2RO and his team), and to all our officers, directors, trustees, com-

mittee chairs, and to all of you who volunteer your time and talents as part of our growing membership 

who regularly reach out to serve and help others for the betterment of Amateur Radio, and our communi-

ties. This club is where it is at today because of you. Thank you(s)! 

 

Since I mentioned ARES, and this is September, if youôve been to any of our meetings recently, or have 

been watching the news, by now youôve been getting a sense of how big an event the Popeôs visit to our 

Presidentôs Message - Continued on page 4 

http://www.facebook.com/greenwoodparkbellslake
http://www.facebook.com/greenwoodparkbellslake
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Presidentôs Message - Continued from page 3 

area is going to be in the days surrounding the weekend of Sept 26-27. With the potential for in excess of 2 

million people converging on the city and surrounding suburbs, including those here in Southern New Jer-

sey, official sources have already begun announcing bridge and roadway closures to all but pedestrians 

and official emergency vehicle traffic for the duration of the event. 

 

As reported by the local news, after a press conference with the Mayor, starting on Friday, the 25th, all of I

-76 (the ñSchuylkill Expresswayò) will be shut down Eastbound from as far North as I-476 ñthe Blue 

Routeò, past boathouse row, through center city, past the sports stadiums, to I-95. I-76 westbound will be 

shut down from I-95 out to US Route 1. Also to be closed is I-676, which cuts through center city near the 

parkway, as will be the popular mile and a half long and 7 lanes wide Ben Franklin Bridge that spans the 

Delaware River, connecting us in New Jersey to I-676 in central Philadelphia. For the duration of the 

event, the Ben Franklin Bridge will be converted to a pedestrian-only crossing. Cooper Hospital in Cam-

den is located within walking distance of the base of the Ben Franklin Bridge, on the New Jersey side of 

the river. 

 

As detailed in last monthôs Crosstalk, SNJ-ARES has been tasked with providing communications assis-

tance to Cooper Hospital, and the Southern Region Medical Coordination Center-South. If you have 

the skills, www.snj-ares.org is the website to get you registered and in touch with the people organizing 

radio support for the event. 

 

Let me wrap up with a special shout-out to organizers John K2ZA , and Tony KD2AFY , and to the many 

club members and Amateur Radio Operators in our communities who have been helping with the plan-

ning, preparations, and training for an event like this, and to all who are now signed up to provide commu-

nications support during the Popeôs historic multi-day visit. Your service is greatly appreciated. Thank you

(s) all! 

 

Respectfully, 

John, K2ZA, leads a training session during Tech Saturday 8/8/15 at the W2MMD Clubhouse, in preparation for the 

Popeôs visit to Philadelphia in late September 

http://www.snj-ares.org
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Down Jersey DXing - Continued on page 6 

Down Jersey DXing 
By Bill Grim, W0MHK  

 

Hearing those crickets in the morning Down Jersey means Autumn is on 

its way with more DX to hear and work! September should bring notice-

able improvement in HF conditions in general. Let's get rid of those sum-

mer DX doldrums we have been dealing with for months! 

 

Each and every DXers will be part of a grand "experiment" to see what Solar Cycle 24 will give to us for 

band conditions in the next six months. With more DXpedition activity on the horizon, we will be talking 

about what to be alert for in the coming cooler months. Be sure to mark you DX calendars for big DX-

doings in November 2015 and March 2016. A great deal of planning, physical effort and MONEY will be 

going into DXploits to some rare and much needed DXCC entities during these months. Think about of-

fering some small financial aid to those fellow DXers who are contributing so much to the excitement of 

the hobby (or addiction as in my case). On-line contributions are relatively easy to make and are especially 

helpful before the trip has begun. 

 

With our GCARC Hamfest rapidly approaching this month, consider using this event to further your 

DXing skills and capabilities. Find that used (or new) antenna that might put you on one or more bands 

you normally don't or have never fired-up up on. Yes, speakers are OK, but a good set of headphones 

(with or without a mic) can make the difference between a QSO and no QSO. It will help your concentra-

tion and mental "filtering" of signals from noise and other signals. Pick up a new/used microphone, 

RTTY/digital adapter or a key/keyer for some new MODE adventures. Remember that a straight key will 

probably be the cheapest investment you will EVER make to work MORE DX if you are not on CW al-

ready! A good GMT digital clock makes operating easier. A new/used digital watt/SWR meter will in-

stantly tell you your output and whether you actually have a resonant antenna connected to the rig. Take a 

look at some old QST or CQ Magazines or rigs from different stations you worked on QRZ.com and make 

a "wish list". Can't hurt with the holidays just around the cornerƽ!  

 

Don't forget antenna "makings"! A hamfest is a FB time to pick up coax, connectors, antenna wire, guy 

line, rotators and the list goes on and on. Antenna tuners, antenna switches and jumper cables make oper-

ating much easier. Stock up for fall and winter antenna upgrades and repairs. There are a lot of possibili-

ties and youôll be helping our club finances by attending our 4-H Fairgrounds club event. Oh yes, be sure 

to bring a friend along. 

 

Lastly, I'm still betting on 17 Meters for some very good DXing. 15 Meters and above can be great, but I 

feel that 17 Meters will be a consistent DX performer for September. There is somewhat less competition 

with the Big Guns and the huge aluminum "trees" they use on 10, 15 and 20 Meters. Keep a close eye on 

17M DX spots on your favorite cluster for the next month. 

 

All of this brings us to more opportunities and choices in our best DX picks for the month. The following 

list includes a heavy dose of Pacific Area DXpeditions. Watch those sunrise/sunset tables so you know 

when it is best to hunt for Oceania stations that are in daylight especially when operating on the higher 

bands. See how many of the following you can hear or better yet have a QSO with: 



Crosstalk       September 2015 6  

 

 

CALL  DATES HIGHLIGHTS  

DIFFICULTY

(5=MOST 

RARE) 

ENTITY  

ZA0I 09/02 - 09/09 HF/CW, SSB 1 Albania 

YJ0NH 09/03 - 09/07 80-6M/CW, SSB 3 Vanuatu 

JD1BOH 09/04 - 09/07 80-10M/CW, SSB, Digital 3 Ogasawara Islands 

K6W 09/04 - 09/09 
Cancelled - Possible P5 DXpedition 

Instead!?!?!?!?! 
  

FO 09/05 - 10/01 HF 2 French Polynesia 

5H3MB 09/13 - 10/18 HF 2 Tanzania 

D67GIA 09/14 - 09/23 40-10M/CW, SSB, RTTY 3 Comoros 

E6GG 09/15 - 09/29 Big British Effort! 3 Niue 

Z21MG 09/18 - 09/30 160-10M/CW, SSB, Digital 3 Zimbabwe 

VK9C 09/19 - 09/25 80-6M/CW, SSB 

4 

(10,400 Miles 

Away!) 

Cocos (Keeling) 

Islands 

T2GC 09/24 - 10/14 160-6M/CW, SSB, RTTY 3 Tuvalu 

 09/26 - 09/27 CQ World Wide RTTY Contest Much Activity 
New Entities 

See NG3K ADXO 

Credits : NG3K Announce DX Operations : www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html 

Welcome Back Former Club Members: 
 

Charles Olinda, N2SRQ, who was club president in 1994. He has a General Class License and lives in 

Elmer, NJ. 

 

Ted Kiefer, N2EBB, who has an Amateur Extra Class License and lives in Franklinville, NJ. 

 

We are glad to have you as members of the Club and hope to see you regularly at Club events, activities, 

and meetings. 

Down Jersey DXing - Continued from page 5 
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